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Ve Urpofing here to write for 
— Neal private Remembrance, 
’ a ~©=~Memorials of fome par- 
ticular Secret Negotiati- 
| = ons, which I have been 
employed in by the King’s Command 
for fome Years paft; I defign not to 
form it as an Hiftory of my Life, 
which was led ina more private Capa- 
city, or to put it into fuch Shape as 
to appear publickly in the World. 
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AS Iwas for many Years Honoured 
with being employed among Perfons 
of Figure, in Things appertaining to 
the Adminiftration of State-Affairs, 
during the Reign of the late King, 
of glorious Memory ;' but more par-~ 
ticularly thofe for univerfal Commerce ; 
IT gave me Acquaintance with the 
Bufinefs of Europe in general; and 
by the Affiftance and furtherance of 
my Friends, gave me many. Oppor- 
tunities to be known to the King; and 
as his Majefty had the Goodnefs on 
feveral Occafions to fay fome things in 
my Favour, it fired me with a Zeal 
for his Service, and that .ccommenda- 
ble Ambition of rendering my felf ufe- 
ful in the Intereft of my Country. 


It was not a little my good Fortune, 
that I came frequently before the 
King with fuch Papers and Writings, 
as having been furnifhed by His Ma- 
jelty’s DireCtions, required to be Sign- 
ed by his own Hand; for by this 
means the King took more notice of 
me than ufual; and as his more fe- 
cret Services fometimes required Per- 
fons particularly nominated by the 
Secretaries to be employed, I found 
that two or three Times his Majelty 
cal. 
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eélled for me,to draw up fome Schemes 
of publick Affairs, which He had di- 
efted in his own Thoughts; and 
which He was more capable of, than 
any Prince in the World; and as 
his Majefty, in my reading them 
to Him, would ftop fometimes, 
and mufe upon the Manner in which 
things were worded, He would fome- 
times fay, this or thet might be bet- 
ter exprefs’d, and caufe it to be al- 
tered as He himfelf was pleafed to di- 
Gate; and fometimes would ask if 
it were not better fo or fo, and ob- 
lige ‘me to give my Judgment; in 
which I had often the good Fortune 
to have my Opinion pleafe Him bet- 
ter than his own. 


Thefe. Things made me attend 
often upon the King, and at length 
brought His Majefty to call for 
me, upon Occafions. far diffe- 
rent from the common Bufinefs of 
my Office; as particularly, about the 
Year 1706, the King having himfelf 
formed a Scheme for fome Attempts 
‘upon the Englifb Colony at Sfamarca, 
He called me frequently to Him to 
draw it up in Form: When it was, 
after feveral Alterations, brought to 
pleafe Him, He told me, He was ex- 
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tremely fond of that Defign, and ask- 
ed me if I was willing to go to the 
King of Spain with it? I made his 
Majefty fenfible what an Honour 3 
fhould  efteem it, to be fent to any 
Part of the World where his Service 
required: I think, fays the King, x6 
Body is fo able to tell my Grandfon, the 
Keng of Spain, my Thoughts in all the 
Particulars, as you who have feen all the 
Alterations, Amendments, and Additions 


we have made, and known the Grounds 
plot of the whole. 


Accordingly I went to Madrid, and 
laid the Scheme before the King of 
Spain; but when He came to have it 
difcourfed in his Council of State, 
they were fo backward, fo ignorant, 
conceived fo ill of the Defign, and 
railed fo many Difficulties, that I was 
obliged to fend his Majefty Word, 
I thought the Spavifh Court capable of 
doing nothing for themfelves. The 
King was exceedingly vexed that his 
Propofals were not received with fo 
much readinefs as was expeéted, and 
called me home again, which I was 
very well pleafed with; nothing be- 
ing more difagreeable to any Man, 
who has liv’d in France, and efpeci- 
ally at Court, than that ftiit, haugh- 


ty, 
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ty, unconcerned Way, that the Spani- 
ards do all their Bufinefs with. 


This Projet was in fhort thus: 
The King propofed to fend 14 Men 
of War of the Line, to the Spa- 
nifo Weft-Indies, to attack the Englifb 
Colony of famaica: His Majelty’s 
Meafures were, that the Ships fhould 
Rendezvous at Cadiz, there to take in 
Provifions,and as many Spavi(b Seamen as 
could be had there; from thence to 
proceed to the Havana. ‘This the King 
ordered, becaufe it would amufe the 
Englifb, who would not imagine that 
the Defign was fo far out of the 
Way. The Spaniards made a Dith- 
culty of every thing; they fpent 3 
Weeks in getting over the Method 
to prevent the Spamijb Merchants go- 
ing to America in our Ships without 
Licenfe, and would have had me gone 
back to Paris for the King’s Hand, 
to an Engagement, that the French 
Ships fhould carry no Exropean Mer- 
chandizes with them; nay, they 
would have had the King’s Men of 
War fubmitted to be vifited by the 
Cuftom-Houfe Officers. Then they 
{crupled admitting the Men of War 
into the Port of Havana, for fear, 1 
fuppofe, of Seizing it for the King of 
A 4 France ; 
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(8) 
France; 2s if when the King had gi 
ven the King of Spats a Kingdom, He 
would have attempted to take fome of 
it again from him. 


Tired with this impertinent Slow- 
nefs in. thet Proceedings, and with 
the unperlorming ‘Temper of the Spa- 
wtards, the King, .as I faid, gave over 
the beft Defign that was ever laid of 
that kind, and which could not have 
failed to have anfwered the End, had 
no uncommon Difafter befallen it 
from the Elements; for as for the 
Enemies, there was no fear of any 
Preparations they could make for it; 
becaufe there was no poffibility of 
their having any notice of it. 


Lhe Ships, as I have faid, were to 
have their Réndezvous at Cadiz, and 
were to have Six Thoufand Men on 
Board of Regular Troops, to whora 
the Spaniards were to join Two Thou- 
fand, with Twenty Tranfports; and 
the Rendezvous being at Cadiz, they 
were to Sail from. thence to the Hie 
Vana, becaufe it was his Majefty’s O- 
pinion if they went to Martinico, ox 
St. Chriflopber’s, the Exglifh would have 
notice of them, and. would immedi- 
ately 


Re 
ately arm on all Hands, and be ready 
to oppofe them; but as the Havana 
was a Spanifb Port, between which 
and the Enxglifh Ilands, there was no 
eccafion of Intelligence; it was the 
King’s opinion, that it was eafie 
for the Fleet to lie there, and be 
joined by the other Ships which fhould 
come from Martinico, &c. and the Ex- 
glifb to have no knowledge of it, which 
was. indeed very reafonable: The 
King’s Orders were then, that they 
fhould fend an Exprefs to the faid 
Colonies at Martinico, to join them 
with all the armed Sloops, or other 
Ships they had, and in a Word, 
with all the Force they could raife, 
which, as the King faid, He expected 
fhould be near 4000 Men more, 
with Ships and Sloops enough to car- 
ry them; without reckoning 3 Men 
of War which were there already; 
and as the King obferved, He was 
fatisfied, that the Four Thoufand Men 
from. Martinico and St. Chriftophers, 
would be much fitter for Service, 
than the Six Thoufand from Europe, 
‘for of them, his Majefty faid, He 
fhould always expect one Half to be 
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With this Force, the King’s Meafures 
were, that they fhould Sail from the 
Havana directly to Barbadoes, and 
come toan Anchor in the Road; from 
whence they were to alarm all the reft 
of the Exglifb lands, and by making 
Preparations to land, they fhould at 
leaft prevent that any Force fhould 
be fent from thence to ‘famaica, where 
the main Defign was to land; after 
fome time, the whole Army and 
half the Men of War fhould fail to 
Yamaica, Which is all with a Trade 
Wind, and Sea Current, leaving 9 
or 8 Men of War at Barbadoes, to 
keep them alarm’d; that there the 
Forces fhould go direttly on Shore, 
and. attack the Forts at the Point, 
which there was no doubt, after a 


dMhort Battery, they would take Sword 


in Hand; after which, the whole I- 
{land would be reduced of Courfe; 
befides the Booty in Merchandizes 
and Negroes, which would be im- 
menfe. 


The King was fo wrapt up in this 
Project, that it was no wonder if He 
was very much difpleafed at the Spa- 
wiards that they had not an equal 
Paffion 
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Paffion for it, when it was propofed . 


by me; and when. I brought his Ma- 
jelty an Account of their Behaviour, 
He faid, They are the moft flupid Wife 
People in the World: However, the 
King did not lay afide his Project, 
though He left out the Spaniards in 
the Execution; and though He chang- 
ed the Nature of the Attempt, and 
the Scene of ACtion, which was re- 
moved to Nevis, and Antegoa: There 
the Enterprife was fome time after 
carried on with good Succefs; and 
our Admiral landed, deftroyed the 


former entirely, and plundered the | 


latter; and befides the other Booty 
made, and the Spoil done to the E- 
nemy, our Men took as many Nes 
groes from the Enxglifb, as they fold 
afterwards to the Spaniards for 400000 
Pieces of Eight. Bat this by the Way. 


The King had now for many Years 
been embark’d in a heavy War with 
aimoft all the reft of Exrope, in De- 
fence of his great Grandfon King Phi- 
lips Poffeflion of the Crown of Spasr. 
and though he had happily fucceeded’ 
in the firft Part, by the good Con- 
du€&t of that perfeé&t Politician, the 
Duke de Harcourt, and had brougike 
not 
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hot only the late King of Spam td 
concede the Crown by Teftament, to 
the then Duke de Anjou at his Death ; 
but had quietly placed him on’ the 
faid Throne. Yet his Majefty found 
infuperable Difficulties in the Profe- 
cution of the War, which that Affair 
was neceflarily attended with; and 
which was worfe, Fortune, contrary to 
her long ufage, had faced about to 
His Mayjefty’s Enemies, and that to 
fuch a Degree, ‘That in the Space of 
‘Two Years, his Forces fuftained three 
fuch Shocks, or his Enemies gained 
three fuch terrible Vitories, as would 
have been fufficient to have  over- 
thrown, even the Roman Empire it 
felf,in the Time of its moft Aourifh- 
ing Circumftances: 


_ Thefe Advantages not only made 
the entering upon Meafures for a 
dreaty of Peace more neceffary to 
His Majelty than before, but more 
difficult alfo; as the Enemy became 
thereby the more Haughty and un- 
tractable; the Evglifh General the 
Duke of Af was then newly 
made more Haughty than before; 
by the Complement, for it was 
little amore, which was made him by 
the 


C13) 
the Emperor, of creating him a 
Prince of the Empire, by the ‘Title 
of Mindlebeim, a little Principality in 
the Claim of the Houle of Bavaria, 
and whichthat General could not be 
ignorant, though perhaps the Title put 
that Circumftance from bis Head, mutt 
be rendred again at a Peace, when- 
ever it fhould come to be treated of 
pain? se) os 


Some have faid, that the World 
ought to have feen that the Dwke of 
M: had fome Thoughts that 
this War was not to be ended at al! 
by Treaty, but by Conqueft, and that 
otherwife he could not have accepted 
an Honour fo Temporary, as was 
{ure to expire ata Peace; But it would 
be asmuch too grofsfor us to imagine, 
that he did not forefee the latter, as 
it would, that-he fhould be fo weals 
to flatter himfelf with the former. 


However it was, that Prince, for fo 
I majft call bim, had fuch an afcen- 
-dant now over the Princes and States 
of the Confederacy, and who were at 
that time called, the Grand Allzance, 
that itwas to no more Purpofe to 
think of offering Conditions of Peace 
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to any, but through his. interpofition, 
than it was to make any Offers to 
him, who feemd refolved to put no 
end to the War, but by the Conqueft 
of Europe. 


The King, who faw with other 
Eyes than moft Men, and who fome- 
times knew the Tempers and Chara- 
Cters both of Men and Nations of 
Men, better than they knew their 
own; was always pofitive in this, 
that a Treaty fhould commence with- 
out any Application to the Duke of 

—: It was ftrange to fee 
all his great Men of a contrary Opi- 
nion, infomuch, that one of them took 
upon him to fay to the King, that it 
was impoffible; The King fmiled, and 
fatd nothing; but it was eafie for a 
Man of any penetration to know it 
fignified both Anger and Contempt; 
and the fame Perfon, though of the 
firft Rank, had the Mortification foon 
after to underftand it better, when 
ipeaking in common Difcourfe of fome- 
thing very eafie to be done, but which 
he thought difficule, Oxy, faid the 
King, i et tmpoffible comme, &c. ——~ 
It is as impoffble as treating without the 
Prince of Mindleheim: after this, no 


Man 
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Man offered to fay there ‘could be 
no Treaty without the Dzke of 
M.- But every one woridred which 
Way fuch a thing could be brought 
to pafs. 


It was a little while after this, that, 
attending on. rhe K¢xg upon fome com- 
mon Occafion, his Majefty called me 
to him, Be here, faid the King, at 54 
Clock, I muft fet on Foot this impoffible 
Negotiation; 1 bowed, and attended 
at the Time; and His Majefty hav- 
ing fent to fee if I was in the Anti- 
chamber, I was no fooner come in, 
but one of the Bed-chamber faid to 
me, You are too happy, Sir; while we 
wait here all Day, and all Night, you are 
asked for before you come. 1 underftood 
his meaning, and finding Means to 
let His Majefty know I was attend- 
ing, 1 was immediately led into the 
King’s Clofet; Come, fays the King, 
Pll fbew you how eafie thefe impoffidle 
Things are to be done. I fee I muft do 
every thing my felf. 1 was going to 
_fpeak, when the King putting into 

my Hand a Paper, Read that over, {ays 
his Majefty, aad tell me your Opinion of 
thofe impoffible Things; the. Subftance 
of thefe Papers contained feveral Rea- 
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fonings upon the Means to bring the 
Allies to hearken to a Treaty of 
PEACE, and how to extricate” the 
French Nation from fo dangerous a 
War, and feveral Heads of Propofals, 
as the Plan of a Treaty: When I 
had read them all over, the King 
asked me what [I thought ofthem; f 
told his Majefty, I thought it would be 
a harder Matter to bring ‘the Allies to en- 
ter into a Treaty at all, than to lay down 
a Plan to be treated on, or to make Pro- 
ofals for the Ground-work of a Treat 
ee aay, fe his Majlty” of the Ree 
pulfe they had given to the Offer made 
by the Eleétor of Bavaria Two Years 
ago: You are right, faid the King: 
but I have thought of a Method for that 
too. T bowed, and return’d, your Mz- 
jefty is the Soul of all your Councils, 
gone can pretend to give Meafures like 
your felf: Says the King, I muff have 
a trufty Perfon at the Hague; az able 
Man never wants Inftruments; TI think 
you foall be the Man, Mefnager, What 
Jay you? the Thought juft now occurs to 
me; here the King paus’d as if He 
had expected my Anfwer, dnd after 
a little, He turn’d fhort on me, Does 
jour Fleart fart you ? fays his Majefty. 
q 


C17) 
I was a little furprized, for I had no- 
thing but Joy in my Thoughts on the 
Motion. Not to attempt any thing, SIR, 
returned I, that your Majefly Commands, 
only doubtful of my Ability: Dll take the 
Flazard of that, fays the King: Get 
jour ‘felf ready, and fee me here to Mor- 
row after Vefpers. attended accord- 
ingly, and the King had ready his In- 
ftru&tions written with his own Hand; 
they were the fhorteft that ever any 
Agent received on a Bufinefs, of fuch 
Importance, and contained no more 
than this: 


© Place your felf at the Hague in- 
* cognita : 

‘ Acquaint your felf with Perfons 
‘as you fee occafion. 

* Correfpond with no Body but 
‘ my Self. 

¢ You know your Bufinefs. 


I arrived at the Hague in 5 Days; 
took Lodgings in an Englifh Houfe, 
and paffed for fome time as an Hyn- 
gavian, belonging to the Princefs Ra- 
gotski; here I made an Acquaintance 
or two, by whom I had fome Intel- 
ligence of the real Caufes why the 
Treaty of Peace was fo oppofed by 
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every fide, while indeed every one 
was willing enough to have entertain- 
ed it, could they have made their 
private Advantages in the: Treaty : 


This was that they were fo jealous 


of one another for; every one know- 
ing the Readinefs of Frazce to make 
a Propofal,; that they kept Spies up- 
on one another in every Court, to 
watch, if fo much as a new Face did 
but appear: As the-Eaglsh had fre- 
quently exprefs’d their uneafinefs on 
that Account; fo had the Datch al- 
ternately to them; and it was not 
without great Menage, that an Un- 
derftanding was preferved between 
them. 


This Jealoufie made it next to im- 
poffible for us to make any private 
Propofal, and as impoffible to have 
any publick Propofal accepted; for 
Example, when it was offered in the 
Year 1706, by private Negotiations, 
it tended only to have the Parties fall 
upon one another with Jealoufiesand 
Reproaches, and then purge them- 
felves again, by fatisfying one another 
reciprocally, at the Expence of our 
Matter; this they gave for a Reafon 
to one another why, when the Duke 


of 
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of Bavaria, by his Majefty’s Command, 
wrote to the Duke of Marlborough, 
and at the fame time to the States 
Deputies, to invite them to a Treaty, 
they would not give fo much as the 
Civility of an Anfwer to his EleCto- 
ral Highnefs’s Letter, till they firft 
arp hte the faid Letter to each 
other. 


This mutual Jealoufie of the Allies, 
as it was no Teftimony that either 
had any opinion of the others Hone- 
fty, fo it was well known from 
whence it proceeded, efpecially on the 
Part of the Englifb, which Piece of 
Secret Hiftory is well worthy to be 
remembred. | 


The High Treafurer in England, the 
fame we call Swperintendant de Fe 
nauces, had long complain’d to the 
States General, of their Deficiency in 
Paying their Proportions of extraordi- 
nary Expenees for the general Service 
of the War; particularly, fuch as Pro- 
vifions and Tranfports for their Forces 
in Spain, where they carried on their 
Affairs heavily, and ae an exorbitant 
Expence, which extended far beyond 
the Sums furnifhed by their Parlia- 
B 2 ment 
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ment» for thofe Services.». Thisin Ezs 
gland they called Exceedings, and being 
difcharged out of Money appointed for 
other «Services, left the Treafury in 
Debt. every Year; which, it feems, he 
did not,. 4s iz Duty their Treafurers are 
bound, lay Annually before their. Par= 
liament, -in. order to have Provision 
made for it; but left it on the gene- 
ral Credit of their Finances, to be 
provided for fome time or other, he 
knew not when; and in the mean 
time was very importuning with the 
States for Payment of their fhare of 
thofe Sums, and that- even to fome 
Unealinefs, and. warm Expreffions 
‘which palt between them ; particularly 
the States being prefs’d beyond. mea- 
fure for thofe Exceedings, in regard to 
the War with Spaim; anfwered: flatly, 
that. they did already expend fundry creat 
Sums for the puolick Good beyond what 
they thought theér Quotas that of they 
mere to be prefs'd beyond their Ability, 
they muft put an endetothe War “pom 
the eft .'Terms they could. . Thisy as it 
-will’ come: -to be mentioned again, I 
our A- 


don, often aifured me afterwards, that 
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ing, that the: Dutch gave fuch An: 
fwers on all Occafions: when he de. 
manded Juftice on thofe Accounts: 
and that there’ was no Remedy, 
but England mult pay thofe Sums, 
though it occafioned a great Arrear 
of Debts beyond the Appointments for 
the Service. 


Thefe were, it feems, the Debts 
which afterward grew very Clamo- 
rous againit the faid Trea/urer, and 
which, as we are told in France, were 
laid to the Charge of his Mifma- 
nagement, and was made ufe of to 
caufe him to be difplaced from his 
Office. But this I know little of but 
by Report. 


I found the Jealoufie abovefaid be- 
tween the Allies, made them, as } 
have obferved, very untractable ; and 
it was long e’re I brought my felf to 
be in any. Capacity to render the 
Service to the King which his Ma- 
jelty expected ; however, by long Re- 
fidence having gotten fome Acquain- 
tance among the Foreign Miunifters ; 
I found Monfieur Pettecum, the Mini- 
{ter of Hol/feis, a very penetrating 
Man; his Figure was too mean, to 
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fet up in the Name of his Mafter for 
a Mediaror; yet he was a Man of fo 
much Addrefs, and ftood fo well with 
all the Minifters of the Allies, and e- 
ven With the States Deputies, that it 
was thought very reafonable to hope for 
Succefs from fo ene a Minifter, 
if he might be brought to e- 
fpoufe the prefent Cafe; and Ways 
gnd Means were foon found to effect 
that Part. 


In a Word, Monfieur Pettecum went 
to Mynheer Hienfiws, and to feveral 
others, and managed with fo much 
Addrefs, that he brought the States 
to give confent for the Marquis de 
Torcy ‘and another, to come to the 
Hague, without Charaéter, as Agents, 
to make Propofals only to be taken 
ad referendum towards a Treaty. 


Thus was fet on Foot the famous 
Preliminaries which were fo much talk- 
ed of in the World, and which _ be- 
ing refufed afterwards by the King of 
france, brought on the Treaty of Gher- 
sruydenburgh. ari 


Here my Negotiation ended, al- 
though I was after this employed in 
C= 
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feveral Parts of that Treaty, where, 
a little while, they amufed the World 
with ftrange Things, and having done 
nothing at all, the War was renewed 
with as much Violence as ever. 


Tcannot but take Notice, how, from 
the breaking of this Negotiation, that 
Providence, which for many Years had 
profpered all the Attempts of the moft 
Chriftian King, till he was exalted to 
be the Chief of the Kings of the Earth, 
but had feem’d to turn againft him for 
fome time, and to favour his Majeities 
Enemies, turned now againft the 


Confederates: efpecially on the folemn, 


Appeal to Heaven againft them, by 
the French Plenipotentiaries, upon break- 
ing up the Conferences of that Trea- 
ty ; which Appeal in the King’s Name 
is exprefs'd in Emphatick Terms in the 
Letter fent by our Plenipotentia- 
ries to the Penfionary of Holland, at 
the breaking up of the Conferences 
of the Treaty of Gertruydenburgh ; as 
follows. 


“ His Majefty has long fince de- 
« clared, that,-for the Sake of fure 
“ and definitive Peace, he would 
B4 “ oran 
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*‘ grant fuch Conditions as were in 
his Power to perform ; but he will 
“ never promife that, which he 
““ knows is impoffible for him to 
“‘ perform: if through the Injuftice 
** and Obftinacy of his Enemies, he 
“is deprived of all Hopes. of ob- 
“ taining a Peace: ‘Then placing 
“‘ his Confidence on the Providence 
“ of GOD, who can, when he thinks 
“ fit, humble thofe who are puffed 
“up with unexpected Profperity, 
“ and who make no Account of the 
“ publick Calamities, and the Effu-. 
*¢ fion of Chriffian Blood; he will 
“leave it to the Judgment of all 
“‘ Europe, and even of the People of 
“ England and Holland, to find out 
“the true Authors of the Conti- 
“ nuance of fucha bloody War, ~ 


ba) 
CaN 


After this, I fay, Heaven blafted 
many of their Undertakings, and feem- 
ed to declare to them, that He would 
not again truft them with the Honour 
or Opportunity of making the Peace 
of Europe; for it’s certain, had they 


feen it, that then was the Crifis 
*wherein the End, for which they pre- 


tended to carry on the War, was of- 
fered 


¢ ( 2 

fered them by he ns: and altho’, 
to juftifie the Omiffion, they have in 
odious Terms publifhed, that the French 
Plenipotentiaries were not fincerely in- 
dined, or fully inftructed to make 
the Peace; I can fay of my own 
Knowledge, that the King was entirely 
defirous and earneft to have concluded 
the Peace, even almoft upon their own 
Terms; that avmatural Claufe of de- 
claring War againft his Graadfon of 
Spain, only excepted. 


I remember this well by the fol- 
lowing Circumftance, that being by 
the King’s Command, to attend his 
Majefty with a Paper of further In- 
{tructions for the Pleniporentiaries, juft 
before their final Conclufion, the King 
had received fome Difpatches frora 
Ghertruydenburgh before I came, and 
was reading them very intently; up- 
on my entring the Clofet, and offer- 
ing to put fome Papers into his Hand, 
his Majefty put them by, and faid, It 
is too late now; the Affair is over 5 there 
is nothing to be done; it feems my 
Grandjfon muft not be King of Spain, 
and I muaft not be Kjug of France; 
and with this the King laid afide 
what 
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what I had brought ; a while after He 
entred into a fhort Exclamation at 
the Obftinacy of his Enemies, Box 
Dien! GOOD GOD! fays the King, 
lifting up his Eyes, well they not be 
content to bave the King of Spain de- 
thron’d, but will they have me do it 
with my own Hands. 


From this time forward the War 
went on much better on the King’s 
Part; Succeffes flowed in upon him 
from feveral Parts, and the Confede- 
rates met with many Difappointments : 
They made indeed two Campaigns 
in Flanders, in one whereof they {pent 
the whole Summer with an Army of 
120000 Men, and gained nothing but 
the little Town of Bouchain, while the 
French Troops broke into the flat Coun- 
try on the fide of Sclass, and ravag- 
ed a great Extent of Land, even into 
the Datch Frontiers beyond Berghen- 
opzoom. Of the next Year I {hall 
{peak more in its time; in Spazz, 
though the Arch-Duke Charles had 
taken Sarragoffa, and defeated part of 
the Spavifh and French Army neat 
that City, in Profecution of which 
Victory, ‘they a fecond Time had dri- 

/ ven 
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ven Kjug Philip from Madrid; yet the 
Scale of War turning, by the Jultice 
of Heaven, the Exglifhb were firft fur- 
rounded and taken at Briheuca, and 
the whole Imperial Army overthrown 
at the Battle of Villa Vicofa by the 
Duke de Vendofme; their left Wing 
was cut in Pieces, and their right be- 
ing driven out of the Field, General Sta- 
rembergh was forced to quit the whole 
Kingdom of Arragov, and was purfu- 
ed till he took Sanctuary even with- 
in the Walls of Barcelona; in a Word, 
he was driven out of all Spazz in the 
{pace of one Campaign, Lerida, Bala- 
guer, and all the Frontier abandoned, 
and Guironne taken before their Faces. 


At Sea, our Fleet was no lefs pro- 
fperous, in taking the Town of St. Se- 
baftian in the Brajills, and the Port of 
Rio Faniero, where they burnt 3 Por- 
tugueze Men of War, brought off a 
Booty of 610000 Cruifadoes in Gold, 
which was paid to fave the Town from 
burning ; befides an infinite Treafure in 
Goods ; alfo they had feveral Succeffes 
on the Frontiers of Avdalufia again{t 
the Portuguefe, and entirely iets. - 
a 
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all the Meafures of the Germans up- 
on the Rhine. 


By this time, the Enemy was fen- 
fible of their Miltake, and faw Rea- 
fon to wifh that they had accepted 
the Conditions that were offered to 
them the Year foregoing; nay, in En- 
gland, a Nation where the common 
People have a Share in the Admini- 
{tration of Power, they warmly re- 
fented this Omiffion, according to what 
is faid before in the Letter to Myn- 
heer Hyenfius; (viz.) that the King 
would leave tt to the Fudgment even of the 
People of England azd Holland, to find 
out the true Authors of the Continuance 


of fuch a bloody War. 


But thefe were fmall things, com- 
pared to what we are to fee tranf{- 
acted in Great Britaiz ; and which will 
ferve fo far to finifh the Reign of 
our Auguft Monarch, as to leave it 


upon Record, that He was certainly, 


to the laft, che moft fortunate of all 
Princes that ever Reign’d upon Earth. . 


This I cannot omit to leave upon 
Record, «that into whofe Hands fo- 
ever thefe Memoirs of mine may fall, 
thefe 
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thefe Things teftified by me, who had 
‘the Honour to converfe intimately 
with his Majefty in the greateft and 
moft valuable Confidences, may ob- 
tain upon the Belief of thofe, who 
would otherwife think that Fable has 
taken Place in the Hiftory of his Ma- 
jefty’s Deeds. 


To look back on the Calamities of 
the eight laft- Years, and fee to what 
dreadful Extremities France was re- 
duced, is the true Rife from whence 
to take a View, as in Perfpective, of 
the glorious Succeffes, and the exalt- 
ed Pinnacle of Honour to which our 
invincible Monarch has fince arrived : 
What better Step can we take to 
magnifie the mighty LEWIS, whole 
magnanimous Brea{t contained the on- 
ly Heart that was not overwhelm’d 
with Defpair! What was to be feen 
throughout the whole fresch Nation 
but Anxiety and Sorrow; the No- 
bility began to think of having ther 
Eftates taken from them, and their 
fine Palaces ravaged by the invinci- 
ble Troops of Great Britain, the Prince 
of Mindlebeim was expected at Paris ; 
andthat the Royal Palace of Verfailles, 
the Glory of the World, and the 
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Pattern of an inimitable Genius, fhould 
be plundered by Prince Eugene, as was: 
that of Munick; the Generals, the Co- 
lonels, and gallant Officers, who ufed 
to bear down all before them, expett- 
ed now no more Conquefts; and the 
invincible Troops of the King’s Houf- 
hold, went into the Field, like Men 
going to Execution; as being fully 
affured now, not of certain Victory, 
but of certain Death ; all the View we 
had, in feeing great and numerous 
Armies drawn together, was, to pro- 
tract the Fate of our dear Country, 
as long as we could; but weall look- 
ed upon Framcc, as in the fame Condi- 
tion the Roman Empire was in under 
Fuftinian , that was finking under the 
cruel Invafions of the barbarous Nati- 
ons, and was only upheld for a little 
while by the Gallantry of their invin- 
cible Emperor, the ever fortunate 


Fu ftintan. 


When the Allies, at the Treaty of 
Ghertraydenburgh, wnpofed infupporta- 
ble Hardfhips and Conditions, to the 
laft Degree difhonourable; There was 
fcarce -a Man to be feen, who did 
not fecretly accept them in his 
Thoughts, wilhing the King would 

SIV 
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give Peace to his People at any Price; 
® How did we curfe the Spanifb Nati- 
on, and that Ambition, which, to fet 
up one Man upon a Throne, fearce 
worth poffeffing, had ruin’d the moft 
flourifhing Nation in the World. Ne- 
ver would the Frevch have fo willing- 
ly gone into the Field, as they would 
to have forced King Philip to have 
yielded Spain to the Enemy, at the 
King’s Demand, if he had confented 
to make that Demand, and the other 


had declined it. And fo far were we 


from thinking it would be an unnatu- 
ral Thing in the King, that People 
began, even with a Kind of refpeCtful 
Treafon in their Expreffions, to fay, it 
was more unnatural for a King, who 
is the Political Father of his Coun- 
try, to give it up for the Sake of one 
fingle Relation. That true Patriots 
gave their Lives a Sacrifice to their 
Country’s Good, but that our Coun- 
try was given a Sacrifice, nay, the 
Glory of our King, and the King 
himfelf, for the Grandeur of one Man. 
We faw the Enemy on the Border 
of the Country, and fhould our Ar- 
my have had but one Defeat more, 
tlre had been nothing to hinder 
their paffing the O)fe into the Heart 
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of France; every one trembled at the 
Thoughts of the approaching Cat- 
paign ; never was Paris in fuch a 
Fright, as when the News was 
brought that the Duke of 
every one 
thought he was advancing into Picar- 
dié, not thinking fo great a General 
as he, would {till have fpent more 
Time about Towns, when the Coun- 
try to the Sea Coaft lay open, and 
where, being Matters of the Sea, they 
could be fupplied with all Necef- 
faries at Pleafure; We thought our 
felves in the Extafie of a Deliverance, 
when we heard he was fet down before 
Bouchain ; and that Town well beftow- 
ed, when we found the Campaign 
wholly taken up with that Siege. 


In the Time of the Treaty at the 
Hague, upon the firft Appearance, 
were we not even then giving the 
Confederates Chart Blanc? . Was not 
Spain and the Indies facrificed at one 
Blow ? When the Kingdom of Naples 
was deny’d, did not the King come 
down to the poor Referve of Sicily and 
Sardinia for his Grandfon: and almoft 
beg a little Kingdom for King Philip, 
that having been once great, he might 
have 


4 
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‘ have ftill the Name of King, though 
~ poor and difpoffeffed ? And did not the 
Marquils de Torcy himfelf fign thofe ex- 
orbitant Preliminaries, by which fo much 
was given up, that not only Spain 
would have been loft, but even Framce it 
felf very much reduced? Thefe were 
indeed but too juft Tokens of the dan- 
gerous Circumftances we thought our 
felves in. 


But the King was wifer than all his 
People ; he alone forefaw, infpired from 
Heaven, that having done all a juft 
Prince could do, Juftice it felf would 
appear in his Behalf, and that Sove- 
reign Hand of Providence would refent 
for his Majefty the, Infolence of his 
Enemies ; he therefore putting himfelf 
and Kingdoms upon that Providence, 
as is faid before, his Majefty refolved 
to refufe the Preliminaries, and rather 
wait the Event of the War, /oit comme 
il fort, Hap as Hap might: according 
to what is faid before in the Letter ; 
placing his Confidence in the Provi- 
dence of God, who can, when he thinks 
fit, bumble thofe wha are puft up with 
unexpected Profpertty. 
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Till the King came to a final Refo- 
lution in this nice Part of his Affair, 
or it was a terrible Crifis for France ; 
Ifaw that his Majefty appeared very 
tineafie, anxious, and full of Care and 
Concern about the Event of Things: 
fometimes exprefling great Regret, 
that his good Fortune {hould, as zt were, 
forfake him at. the End of his Days; 
that he fhould Jive to fee his Laurels 
fade, and that his Glory fhould fuffer 
fo eminent an Eclipfe, as in fuch a dif- 
honourable Peace muft be his Cafe. 
The rude Manner with which the 
Fuemy treated him, in the Perfon of 


Be 


his Minifters, who were obliged to 
appear iscognito under Reftrictions, 
without CharaGter, limitted as to 
Time of Stay in the Country, and 
allowed to be there at all, but as an 
A&t of Condefcention: Thefe were 
hard Things in the Matter of the 
Treating, as well as the hard Terms 
of the ‘Treaty tc felf; and altogether 
filled his Mayjefty with Refentment: 
He had been ufed to give the Law of 
Treaties, not to have the Law given 
him, and not to fend Plenipotentiaries 
incognito to beg Conditions: All thefe 
Things, I fay, made the, King very 

chagrin, 
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chagrin, he eat little, flept little, look. 
ed ill, talked more to himfelf than to 
any about him, and appeared full of 
Uneafinefs and Difflatisfa@tion; But 
as foon as he had refolved to refufe 
the 37th Article of the Preliminaries, 
and venture whatever fhould be the 
Event; his Countenance immediately 
returned, he eat, flept, fmiled, and I 
never faw him look better pleafed in 
my Life. 3 


I had little or no Concern in what 
immediately followed the breaking 
up the Treaty of Preliminaries; The 
Treaty of Ghertruydenburgh, was a 
Winter Negotiation, for the Allies 
were too haughty, to think of a Cef- 
fation of Arms; they were, as the Kin 
faid, pufted up with snexpetted Profpe- 
rity: So the Campaign being over, it 
was carried on in the Depth of Win- 
ter, and it was only fuppofed to be a 
Treaty for the adjufting of ome Article : 
There was little or no Ceremony about 
it, all the World knows it broke up 
without coming to any Agreement, 
and that the War went on with more 
Vigour,than ever: which is all I thall 
minute here concerning it. 
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The Campaign between thefe two 
'TranfaGtions had been ftill unfortunate; 
Douay, Tournay, and Mons, was loft ; 
and the Batttle of Malplaquet, was 
fought to the Difadvantage of our 
Troops; but the Rafhnefs of the Ene- 
my in attacking our Army in fuch a 
Scituation, coft them fo dear, that al- 
tho? they claimed the Ceremony of 
a Victory, the effestial Part was due 
to his Majefty, the Confederates hav- 
ing loft 24000 Men on the Spot, and 
obtained nothing but the Honour of 
feeing our Troops tyred with Slaugh- 
ter, and retreat with the Lofs of 
lefs than 7000 Men: neither got they 
one Foot of Ground by that bloody 
A@tion; for the Siege of Mows, they 
were in Condition to have undertaken 
before, and after all, they had the 
SatisfaGtion to fee the French Army 
encamped again, in lefs than 20 Days, 
upon the very fame Spot where they 
fought, ready to have accommodated 
the Allies. with another Victory, at 
the fame Price. 


It was the Winter after thig Battle, 
that the Treaty. of Ghertruydenburgh 
was carried on; where the King again 
ftruggled 
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ftrugeled hard to have pue an End 
to the Calamities of Ewrope, but in vain ; 
and Heaven being Eye-witnefs to the 
Sincerity of our Mai{ter, and to the 
Obftinacy of his Enemies, opened 4 
Door to the publick Tranquillity azo- 
ther Way, and of this I fhall have 
Room to record much, having had 
the Honour to be much entrufted 
with the moft fecret Negotiation, and 
the belt managed Affair of its Kind, 
that perhaps was ever carried on in 
the World; in which his Majetty 
fhewed his moft exquifite Endowment, 
the Direétion of every Part being his 
own, and being himfelf the Spring, 
and very Movement of the whole; 
to whofe Councils, the Gentlemen we 
had to do with, were no Way equal: 
tho’ it is true, that mben they came to 
take fome of their Meafures from our 
Monarch, they became as much fupe- 
rior to the reft of the Allies, who 
neither by Force or Polity were ever 
able to break into their Meafures, or 
turn them from thofe Steps which 
they refolved upon, from and in Con- 
cert with his Majefty’s Councils. 


Ie: was found about this Time, 
that there were fome Uneafineffes in 
C2 the 
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the Britifh Affairs, with Refpe& tothe 
feveral Interefts of Perfons near the 
Queen; which tho’ they had long 
layn {mothered up in the Breaft of 
fome great Men, yet as they wanted 
only fit Occafions to difcover them- 
felves, fo thofe Occafions frequently 
offered ; of which I had an Opportuni- 
ty, while I was in England, to fee 


much, and inform my felf of the 
reft. ) 


The Houfe of C——J had for a 
long ‘Time been fortified by Alliances 
with the Nobility, and having thereby 
made it felf ftrong, had obtained fo 
great a Share in the» Adminiftration 
of publick Affairs, that at this Time 
it was thought infupportable by ma- 
ny others, as well in the Court as in 


the Army: The Duke of 4 — 
found himfclf at the Head not only 
of the Army of the Queen his Mi- 
ftrefs, but of the Armies of the whole 


Confederacy; and thereby he crew 
formidable at Home; his Dutchefs: 


poflfelfed the Queen, having her Ear in 


all Things as entirely, as fhe knew 
how at firft to improve it wifely: 


The Duke faw his four Daughters 
marned co Noblemen, as well of the 


ereatelt 
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sreateft Fortunes, as of the greateft 
Intereft in the Kingdom: his two 
Brothers rifing under him, one as 
Lieutenant General in the Queen’s Ar- 
mies, the other as an Admiral in 
the Fleet: The Earl of Sunderland, one 
of his Sons in Law, was Secretary 
of State, and the Lord ‘Ryalron another, 
was Son to the chief Treafurer; So 
that the whole Government, Military, 
Civil, and Marine, was in their 
Hands under the Queen. 


While it was thus, by how much 
the more jnft they were to the Inte- 
reft of their Miftrefs, by fo much the 
lefs Caufe had we to think them 
Friends to Earope, or Benefactors to 
Mankind; becaufe, tho’ it is trae, they, 
in purfuing the War with extream 
Ardour, were fure to aggrandize their 
Miftrefs, and make her Glory rife be- 
yond the Defires, even of her Sex; 
yet as this was by continuing the Ca- 
lamities of Earope, and fhedding an 
infinite Ocean of Human and Chrifti- 
an Blood; it was apparent they would 
rather recommend their~ Miftrefs for 
a Heroine, than a Chriftian. 
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The Queen her felf had not much 
Hand inthis, being the more eafily 
perfwaded, that the War was neceffa- 
ry, by how much the more fhe found 
it glorious to her felf; and was daily 
furrounded with the Congratulations 
of her Courtiers, for one Viétory or 
another, nay, perhaps, as is likely to be 
the Cafe there, as well as in’ other 
Places, fometimes when no Yictory 
was really gained. 


¢ The Queen, fpeaking of her Perfon, 
was a Princefs full of many good 
Things; fhe was mild, peaceable, 
and merciful in her Difpofition, apt 
to believe eyery one that was about 
her faithful and honeft, like her felf; 
ealily perfuaded tothink, all they did 
was for her Advantage, and that 
they were better Judges of it than her 
felf; This made it too often to be the 
* Cafe, that fhe put the fame Confi- 
‘ dence in the People fhe employed, 
‘ even when they acted quite contra- 
‘ ry to what thofe had done who had 
& 
& 
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been in Truft before them; the Con- 

fequence of which was, that what- 
‘ ever was done amifs, it was known 
‘ that Her Mayjefty meant it well; and 
“whatever Her Majelty meant, many 
¢ Things were dowe amifs. It was Her 
, * partie 
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particular Fate to a&t the moft Part of 
Her Reign, in Concert with that Part 
who fhe loved leaft; Every one 
knows, that although Exgland is the 
moft divided People in the World, 
yet that they have but two Parties, 
by which the reft are denominated, 
(viz.) the High Church or Tories, 
and the Low Church or Whigs; fome 
have named the Friends of the Che- 
valier St. George in England, called 
Facobites, as a third Party; but as 
they all appear with the Tories, fo 
neither do they defire to leave the 
Tories, or the Tories them; as for 
the Cathoticks, they are fo few, and 
fo opprefled by either Party in their 
Turn, that Prudence diretts them 
to fit ftill and look on, while the 
Diforders of the Commonwealth en- 
courages them to expect, that at one 
Time or other, Heaven will make 
all the Parties fubfervient, by their 
Inteftine Broils, to reftore the 
true Religion of their Anceftors. Bat 
this by the Way. I return to the Queen’s 


Perfon. 


‘Te is no Difrefpect to the Memory 
of Her Majefty, which I honour 
for a thoufand good Qualities, to fay, 
that Reafons of State, or sg 
‘the 
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the. Influence’ of thofe in whom fhe 
trufted, occafioned that fhe did not 
fo much a€t Nature in the Conduct 
of her publick Affairs, as fhe did in 
moft of the other Parts of her Life ; 
and tho’ it is true, that Her Majefty 
was the fincereft Woman on Earth, 
yet was fhe obliged to reign by that 
Method of Adminiftration which fhe 
did not naturally love, and oppofe, or 
rather difcountenance, thofe fhe did: 
NOR. was it Want of Sincerity 
in the Queen, but Neceflity of State, 
which obliged her toit. To. defcend 
to Particulars: By Inclination, the 
Queen was with the High Charch, 
or Tory Party; but fuch was the 
Folly and Rafhnefs of the Heads of 
that Party in the Beginning of her 
Reign, that they not only could not 
avoid infinite Miftakes and wrong 
Steps when they. were employed, 
for the Queen began Her Reign with 
them; but they had not-the Prudence 
to behave when difplaced, as if they 
ever expected to be admitted again. 


¢ THIS, their Enemies the Whigs, 
failed not to improve to their Dif- 
advantage, and co provoke the belt 
natured Princefs in the World’ fo, 
¢ that, 
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that, for fome Time, the Queen was 
very well fatisfied that fhe ought to 
difplace them, and was even pleafed 
with reflecting, how juft fhe had 
been to her felf, and to her People, 
in parting with them: tho’ this Sa- 
tisfa€tion did not continue to the 


End of her Reign: Bat to return to 
the Character. 


‘ The Queen, as above, among her 
many good Qualities, was a’ very 
paffionate Lover of the common 
People, as generally they were of 
her Majefty; and fhe was not eafier 
to be deceived by any Pretences, 
than that of the Safety and Profperity 
of the Peopie: Iz a Word, fhe was an 
excellent Princefs, and wanted no- 
thing to place her among the Blef- 
fed, but that fhe fhould have been 
brought into the Bofom of the Catho- 
lick Church, in which alone is dura- 
ble Felicity. 


I note thefe Particulars in the Cha- 


rater of this Princefs, rather as a 
neceflary IntroduG@ion to what will 
happen in the Sequel. of thefe Me- 
moirs, than that I can give a perfect 
Character of the Queen, to whom we 
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are but Strangers; and J may perhaps 
have Occafion to touch the fame again, 
as I proceed in thofe Accounts. 


This Temper of the Queen had fome 
Share in the Changes which now were 
breaking out in her Court : The Party 
which aimed at the Adminiffration, had 
gotten Ground for fome Time; partly 
thro’ their own politick Management, 
and the Weaknels of the Queen; and 
partly by fome Inftruments which they 
had the good Fortune to place near 
the Queen’s Perfon, by whom they failed 
not to infinuate daily Things difadvantage- 
ous to the Miniftry then in Place; yet 
more efpecially agreeable to the Queen’s 
Inclination; and this they did with 
fuch Application and Succefs, that it 
foon began to appear, that the Queen 
had not the fame warm Side to the 
Whigs, which fhe had before. 


It is neceffary to halt here, and go 
back to Perfons, who I muft introduce, 
not into the Queen’s Bufinefs only, but 
into. her Confidence, for fome Time 
before any Thing  publick appeared ; 
and by whofe Arts the Queen was 
prevailed with, Aappily for us ix France, 
to change her Notions of Things, and 
to 


(45) 
to quit her Engagements with the 
Whigs, who were our mortal Euemies + 
After which, I fhall the more eafily bring 
on the Part I had to act in the Things 
which followed, and how all thefe 
Things, Providence wifely working, con- 
curred to reftore the Glory of our 
Glorious and Immortal LEWIS, and 
to fave France from Deftruction. 


The Durchefs of M—-—_ was 
for fome Years fo much the Favourite 
of the Queens, that fhe was faid to rule 
her who reigned: She. was not only 
her neareft Servant, but her Friend, her 
Companion, her Intimate; the Partner in all 
fhe did, and in all fhe enjoy’d; This Lady 
had, as moft Ladies have, a principal Sere 
vant or Confident under ber, who was in 
fome Refpedts the fame Favourite to the 
Dutchefs, that the Dutche/s was to the 
Queen ; when I had an Account in Eng- 
land, how the Datche/s introduced this 
Familiar into the Queen's Chamber, 
and not only brought her to be known 
to her. Majelty, but gave her particular 
Recommendation, praifing her for her 
Addrefs, her Fidelity, and conflituring 
her, as it were, her Second, not only 
‘a the common. Services, but even in 
the Confidences of her Miftrefs; 

could 
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could not refrain calling to ‘Mind thé 
Fate of the Queen Mother of France, in 
the Reign of Lewis XUL whe introduc- 
ed to the King her Son, her Favourite 
the Bifhop of Lugon, afterwards the fa: 
mous Cardinal Richlieu; and who thence« 
forwards infinuating himfelf into the 
King’s Favaur upon his own Foot, bes 
came the Prime Minifter of that loag 
Reign; but was no fooner fo exalted, 
than he became the moft implacable 
Enemy and Perfecutor of his Bene- 
facirefs, never ceafing till he had ob- 
tained of the King, to banith her firft 
from his Prefence, and after from his 
Kingdoms; refufing either to give ‘her 
the juft Dowry, which appertained to 
her as Queen; or to fuffer her to return 
to his Kingdoms, even to the Day of her 
Death. 


In like Manner, this meaa Perfon beitic 
thus ftept in, turn’d upon her Bene- 
factrefs: She failed nor to be foon 
laid hold of by a fubrler Agent, of 
whom fam going to fpeak, and by him 
to be made an Inftrument to bring off 
the Queen from feveral Things, which 
the Perfons then in the Admuiniftration 
had in their Defign, relating to the pub- 


lick Affairs, and here it was that they 


fir tk 


C47) 


firft began to find that their Influence 
in Matters began to abate; That the 
Queen, who ufed implicitly to give up 
in what Meafures were brought to her 
by the Hands of thofe fhe centrufted, 
and to yield wholly to their Advice ; 
began now to hefitate, to enquire into 
Particulars, to diflike, to decline giving 
her Confent, and the like; and one 
Time it was obferved, that when fome 
Things were brought to her to fign, 
relating to the carrying on the Prepara- 
tions for the mext Year; her Majefty 
figned, but was obferved to let fall 
fome Tears; and taking a great Sigh 
faid, LORD! Wher will this Spillinz 
of Blood be at an End. 


NOTE, This I learned by Report, 
after my Coming to England, but I had 
it from fuch Perfons of Honour, as 
merit to be believed; efpecially the 
Things J afterwards faw there con- 
curring fo evidently therewith: When 
Things began thus to difcover them- 
felves, it was not difficult to guefs, who 
had been ploughing with their Heifer, 
(viz.) ROBERT HARLEY Efq; a 
private Gentleman of Welfb Extract, 
but grown popular by his having 
been a conflant Member of their low- 
er 
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er Houfe of Parliament, where hé had 
many Followers, and had been {feveral 
Times Speaker ; This Man had alfo, 
by the like Recommendation of the 
High Treafurer tothe Queen, been madeé 
Secretary of State; in which Poft, it 
{carce is to be doubted, but that find- 
ing he had obtained upon the Queen, 
whether by meer good Fortune, or by 
T know not what Fozblefs of the Queen’s 
Judgment, too eafie to be impofed upon, 
or by acertain Ad7refs peculiar to him- 
felf, we that know {fo little of that 
Nation can ill refolve; I fay, finding he 
had an Intereft in the Queen, indepen- 
dent of the Treafurer who brought him 
in, and who, at firft; was exceeding 
fond of him; He foon played the fame 
Game asthe Female had attempted to 
do, and fet himfelf to ruin their Inte- 
reft, who had brought him in. 


Having mentioned this Perfon, who; 
as above, I rank as a private Gentle- 
man, but at my Coming, I found to be 
Prime Minifter in the Briti/o Court; 
I muft ftop a little to fpeak of him, 
who has made fo much Stir in the 
World, and whofe Fate is not yet deter- 
mined. 


He 
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He is a Perfon of real great Capaci- 
ties, general Knowledge, and polite 
Learning, a taking and very engaging 
Way of Converfation, and when one 
difcourfes with him on indifferent Af- 
fairs, he {peaks moft readily and clearly 
to every Thing, having avaft Memory, 
and a very happy Elocution ; he is affa- 
ble and courteous, eafy of Accefs, and 
prevents all Ceremony by a Familiarity 
that is extremely obliging. 


In publick Bufinefs only, he differs 
from himfelf; for there his Difcourfe 
is always referved, communicating no- 
thing, and allowing none to know the 
whole Event of what they are em- 
ployed to do; his Excets of Caution 
makes Bufinefs hang on his Hands, 
and his Difpatches were thereby always 
both flow and imperfect; and it is faid, 
he fcarce ever fent any Perfon abroad, 
though on Matters of the greateft Im- 
portance, but that he lefe fome of 
their Bofinefs to be fent after them : 


The Fame of his Parts brought him in= 


to the preateft Employments, but when 
he was in, it never failed to render him 
wneafie to all chat were either above 


or below him: He knew too much to> 


take his Meafures from any Man, and 
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it was faid, that it was the hardeft 
Thing in the World for any Man to 
take Meafures from him; he has been 
thought by moft People to defign well 


‘inthe main, but Has taken fuch exotick 


Meafures to bring his géod Defigns 
to pafs, that his Good would be as fatal 
as other Peoples Evil ; his being fo ab- 
folute in his own Meafures, as to enter 
into no Freedoms with any, has been 
the Caufe that he has broke with every 
Body firft or laft: When I came to Eng- 
Jand, his Character was very; ftrangely 
compounded of a Mixture of good 
and evil, no Man fpoke well of him 
in the general, all applauded him in par- 
ticular; he had many Virtues, and 
few perfonal Vices attended him; he 
had jefs Avarice than Ambition, a com- 
pleat Government of his Paffions, and 
feemed to be perfectly void of Pride: 
As to Money, he ftrove even to a Fault, 
to merit that Character given by a. fa- 
mous Author to his Predeceffor, (viz.) 
to be frugal of the Queens Money, and 
lavifh of his own: he had a Genius for 
the greateft Undertakings, and a Cou 
rage equal to the boldeft Attempts; — 
an Inftance of which was, the eftablifh-. 
ing the Funds for the Debts unprovided 
for, and fettling the South Sea Company 3. 
the 


Kot > 
she firft, even againft the Wills of mog 
of the Perfons to whom thofe Debts 
were due; the laft, againft the univerfal 
Diflike of the whole Nation; both 
‘which he reduced; ‘and erected fuch 
a Scheme both for afcertaining a pre- 
carious Debt, and appointing an unpra- 
Gicable Commerce, that in lefs than 
one Year, thole who. were the, great= 
eft Oppofers of the firft Steps in it, 
were the Men who bought up all the 
Stock ; infomuch that it was thoughe 
by fome, that they oppofed it at firft ra- 
ther becaufe they envied him the Succefs 
of it, than that they did not think it the 
beft Scheme of its Kind that ever was 
laid in that Nation: But his Courage 
has appeared in one Particular, which 
his worft Enemies muft acknowledge, viz, 
His making Twelve Peers at once, when 
he was in fome Exigence in the Admini- 
{tration of Affairs; a Step, hardly eve¢ 
ventured upon by any Man before him ; 
And now what is yet more than all the 
reft, his Intrepidity in Standing his 
Ground, and hazarding himfelf and his 
‘Caufe to any Tryal, rather thag give 
hisAdverfariesany Advantage over him by 
an ignominious Flight; when at the fame 
Time, others, who acted under him, have 
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dotie it, and not dared to ftdnd tlic 


-Tryal; for there is, as I have heard in 


England, one Thing in the Tryals of 
the Nobility, which; were it to be if. 
any other Nation, would render their 
Cafe very unhappy, (véz.) that when 
they are obliged to fubmit to publick 
Juftice, and appear to plead for their 
Lives, it may happen that many of 
thofe Men who give their Votes for 
their Life or Death, may be their pro- 
fefled, declared Enemies ; as alfo others; 
who may be depending upon the Court 
for their Fortunes; by Places and 
Trufts: This would be a juft Objection, 
and is even allowed in Eugland it felf, 
in the Cafe of any but Peers; for if a- 
Jury-man is charged by the Criminal), 
for having declared himfelf his Enemy, 
the Exception fhall be allowed; but, on 
the contrary, here, the whole Body of 
Peers are Jurors, and are to give their 
Vote: Nor have the Prifoners the 
Liberty to obje@, or challenge any of 
them; likewife the Sovereign has a 
Power to make Lords, even out of the 
Prifoner’s worft Enemies, to add to the 
Number of thofe who {hall try him, and 
may occafion his being found guilty. 


This 
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This however being the Conftitution 
in England, he that feeks to be made 
a Peer, takes it with all thofe Difad- 
vantages, and that alone, were there no- 
thing elfe to be faid, takes off all Obje- 
tion, and makes the Cafe JUST as to 
him; and indeed I think it may be faid 
not only inf this Perfon’s Cafe, but almoft 
in any other, that if all who may have 
profe(s'd their perfonal Animofity, or 
who have been created Peers, while the 
Cafe may be depending, and all who 
are in Offices of Profit, from the Sove- 
reign ; | fay, if all thefe were to be fet 
by, there would be little Hazard in any 
Man’s being brought to Tryal. But 
this is a Digreffion. 


The Lady who acted the other Part, 
as is [aid above, has her Character 
in few Words, if I may fet i down 
from thofe who know her well, (viz.) 
That the is haughty, fubtle, revengeful ; 
in a Word, one of whom thofe fhe ferv- 
ed fpake much ill, and no Party much 
good; fhe made her Fortune and the 
Fortune of her Family in the little time 
fhe was in; and the moft I could fince 
hear of her was, that dhe carried off 3 
great deal of Money. 
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~ IT muft own when 1 came to Bug- 
land, 1 found her neceflary to the Bu- 
finefs I came to negotiate: nor was 
it her Fault, if fome other Things 
which we had in our Commiffion did 
not fucceed: The able GAUTIER 
found her very affifting ; and as we were 
Rot wanting to thew our Refpec, fo had 
fhe been as well affifted by the Perfon 
laft fpoken of as we expe@ted, and had 
Reafon to expect, we might have feen 
another End of our Negotiation, than 
what we did. 


I cannot omit that I have heard the 
Dutchefs exceedingly blamed for her 
Conduct in the Cafe of this Lady, and 
this by her own Party, who alledged, 
that had fhe kept up to thes Queen, 
and ceme oftner to Court, nor appear- 
ed difguifed, and particularly not been 
abient from the Queen at the laft 5 this 
Lady could not have fupplanted her: 
In this Cafe they fay, THAT the was’ 
not Courrier enough: THAT could the 
have diflembled her Refentment, and 
mot with too much Warmth have Op- 
pofed the Queen in her Humour, efpe- 
cially about the new Notions of Things, 
which, 
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which, as I faid, the Queen had “then 
entertained, the Queen lov’d her’ fo 
well, that fhe would never have parted 
with her, and fhe would have had Pow- 
er enough to have perfwaded her.Ma- 
jefty againft all the Attempts that 
could have poffibly been made to fup- 
plant and difgrace her; Nay, after long 
Abfence, and even forme Unkindnefles 
between the Queer and her, it was faid, 
that the Queen at her Return from 
Windfor to St. Fames’s, at the End of 
the Summer, 1711. called for the 
Dutchefs, and that a friendly Lady ran 
to the Dutchefles Apartments, and told 
her of it, preffing her to lay hold of 
the Opportunity, affuring her that the 
might with but one foft Word, be as 
well with the Queen as ever, and over- 
throw all her Enemies st once; But 
that fhe refufed to go, tho’ her Lodg- 
ings were on the fame Floor with the 
Queen’s, adding fome very difrefpect- 
ful Words of the Queen, and of her new 
Favourite; which being related to the 
Queen, put an End to all Manner of 
Affe@tion between them, which conti 
nued tothe laft. | 


I do not fet my Hand to the Parti- 
culars of this Relation, it being very 
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difficult for us in Framce to have an 
exact Account of fuch fecret things 
Word for Word ; but this I may fet my 
Hand to, (wiz.) that I received this 
Account from fuch Perfons, as to 
whom I always faw Reafon to give 
entire Credit ; if the Faét is true, I 
leave it with this Remark, that I 
think the Dutchefs fhewed more Ho- 
nefty than Difcretion. 


Thefe Things are proper to thefe 
Memoirs for this End and no other, 
(viz.) as they let us into a clear View 
of the firft moving Springs of what 
followed in the State, and how all 
thefe Things tended at laft to bring 
en that happy Negotiation, which 
Europe has Caufe to rejoyce in; but 
which France in particular commemo- 
rates, as being the Means of her De- 
liverance from inevitable Ruin and 
Dettruction. 


Not that I believe in the leaft, we 
in France are under any perfonal O- 
bligation for our Advantages to the 
primitive Defigns of thefe Courtiers ; 
their Defign, it’s evident, was the 
bare reftoring themfelves to Places 
in the Adminiftration, and to the 
Favour 
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Favour of the Qrteen; and could they 
have maintained themfelves and the 
War too, they would have done it 
gladly; but a Peace with Framce was 
abfolutely neceflary to them, a War 
of Parties among the common Peo- 
ple being what they forefaw would 
inevitably fall upon them. 


Upon this Foundation, when I 
came firft to England, 1 found them 
under almoft as abfolute a Neceflity 
of Peace, as we were in France; and 
as we were not fo weak as not to 
difcover it, we found them weak e- 
nough alfo to acknowledge it; on this 
Account we concealed from them feveral 
Things which were in our Commiffion; 
for why fhould we defire them to 
ask more than they were inclin’d to 
acquieice in? Or what fhould be 
thought of the King of France, to 
fend over Agents fo eager to fettle a 
Peace, as to make Offers of more than 
would be asked ? 


But to return to the Queen, her 
Diffatisfat@tions encreafing, the Jea- 
loufies among the People encreafed 
alfo; and it began to be known, that 
the Miniftry were not fo well 
with 
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with the Queen as ufual ; that there 
was a Breach between the Queen 
and the Dutchefs; that Mr. Harley 
was every Day with the Queen; and 
fometimes fo long, as that the Miniftry 
were not admitted for a long Time, 
tho’? they came on Bufinefs of im. 
portance. It was obferved alfo, that 
the D of 4d——, who about this 
Time difcovered himfelf to be not fo 
well with the Duke of M—— as 
be fore, Wau more frequent with the 
Queen and with Mr, Harley alfo, and 
the like; nor did the Agents of. the 
Tories ‘fail to fpread thefe Things 
without Doors, as the Principals ad- 
vanced' within; letting the People 
know, that as ‘their Intereft increafed 
with the Queen, fo their Party in- 
creafed in the Kingdom. 


In this Manner Things went on, 
till all Matters being ready, and the 
Queen brought over to confent, the 
Coup de Grace was given; by difmit. 
fing the gr reat Treafurer at once with- 
oat th 1 Fs vour of a bearing ; ; fending him 
an Order by the Mafter of the Horfe, 
that he fhould break bés Staff, and with 
him fell the Admuniftration of the 
bigs tor that Reign: The King mutt 
be 
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be thought to have loft all Concern 
for his own Glory and for the Intereft 
of France, if on fo favourable a Turn 
of Affairs in Exeland, he had omitted 
to make himfelf be fully informed of 
the Particulars, or had forgot to caufe 
them to be improved to the Advan- 
tage of his Kingdoms. NOW, # ever, 
there appeared a Scene for Fraace to 
fhew her Dexterity, and to cultivate 
the Glory of her Monarch upon the 
Diforders and Cozfufions of his Kne- 
mies. 


His Majefty, tho” in a State of War, 
was never without trufty Servants 
in England, who were vigilant upon 
evety Occafion to give him a true 
State of Things; nor did they fail 
upon this Occafion to give the King 
a clear and full Defcription of the 
new Breaches there, with the Caufes 
of them, the Ends and Defign of 
the Parties in them, and fuch Obfer- 
vations thereon, as were fuitable to 
his Majefty’s Affairs, and refpecting 
. the Advantages which might be made 
of them to our Cafe; at the fame time 
folliciting earneftly that his Mayjefty 
would fend over fome proper Perfon 
to advife with, and to confider of 
Things 
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Things as Occafion might offer to his 
Yatereft. 


I had known for fome Weeks, that 
they had in all their Letters mov’d the 
King to fend over fome Perfon to 
tefide zzcoguito, to take Care of the 
Affairs of France, and. I had fome 
Apprehenfions that the King would 
command me upon that Service; I fay 
Apprehenfions, becaufe as the Nations 
had open War, I might have been 
ufed fcurvily enough at London, if it 
had appeared that I had acted in the 
publick Affairs without any Chara- 
cter: However, I knew my Fate, and 
that if the King commanded ir, I 
mult take my Hazard upon the Un- 
dertaking. 


As I expected, fo it was not long 
but the King calling me to him, fhew- 
ed me the Letters he had from time 
to time received on this Affair, and 
told me, he had pitch’d upan me for 
that Service: Who knows, faid his Ma- 
jelly, but you may have as good Succefs . 
there as you had im Holland ? Befides, 
fays the King, I am of Opsnion, Mr. 
Harley and his new Party may fland in 
as much Need of Peace as of Victory; ni 

that 
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that they may want me, as much as I want 
them. | 


I made no. Hefitation as to the go- 
ing to England, but told his Majetty, 
I thought it was a much more diffi- 
cult Negotiation than that in Holland, 
and begged I might more fully perufe 
thofe Letters again, and might make 
my felf as much Mafter of the Cafe 
as Icould, and of his Majefty’s De- 
fign in fending me, before I went. 


During thefe Difcourfes, a Poft from 
Flanders brought over an Exprefs, 
with an Account that the Change 
went on; that Mr. Harley {ftrook 
home; that he had fired the Queen 
againft the late Managers to that 
Degree, that fhe refolved to go On; 
and ina Word, that the Refolution 
was taken to diflolve the Parlia- 


ment. 


It is impoffible for me to defcribe 
the Tranfport of Joy the King was 
in upon reading that Part, ( viz.) 
the diffolving the Parliament; Well, 
fays the King, if Monfieur Harley 
DOES THAT, I {hall fay he is UNE 
HABILE HOMME, (Nott, we 
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have no Word fo natural in the Engs 
lio to exprefs the King’s Meaning,) 
and that be knows how to go through 
what he has undertaken: MESNAGER, 
added the King, turning to me, zt as 
Time you were iin ENGLAND; I 
could not interpofe for fome Time, 
the King was fo full of this News, and 
talked {o faft; fometimes to himfelf, 
and fometimes to me, and as I was 
going to {peak, the King bad me at- 
tend in an Hour; fo I withdrew, and 
the King went to another Apart- 
ment; I underftood afterwards, that 
his Majefty went to Madam de Main- 
tenon’s Lodgings, to give her Part in 
the News he had received, and per- 
haps to confule with her, what Mea- 
fures fhould be taken in this important 
Juncture. 


I attended at the Time, but the 
King put me of again, and at length 
told me, I fbould not go to England 


yet; that he had difpatched a Courier 


for the prefent, which would fuffice; 
that he would wait a little, to fee 
how Things went on, for he had: 
referved me for ame Coup de? eclat ; 
that he thoughe at firft it might be 
ncediul to have fome Meafures taken 
we) 
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‘to puth the new Divifions in England, 
but. he had fome new Informations 
fince I had feen him, and that there 
was no weed, for that Things would 
go on there as well as he could de- 
fire, and the new Minifter would foon 
fland in Need of his Affiftance, that 
Things were already carried fo far, 
that there was no Poffibility of an 
Accommodation, which was the Thing 
that at firft there was fome Appre- 
henfions of, and which it was known 
was in the Plan that Mr. #7 
had laid, but that the Scabbard was 
now thrown away, and | fhould foon 
hear farther. 


rT 


1 underftood afterwards that Mon- 
feur J had received Letters 
from fome of the new Party in Exg« 
land, and that Mr. H— had fent 
over a private Agent to ferve him 
in the fame Capacity here, as 1 was 
to have ferved at London; whether 
the Perfon fent was dup’d by our 
Minifters, and was eafie enough to 
have his Bufinefs pump’d out of him; 
by fuch as were employed here to 
found and dive into his Defigns, and 
obferve every Step he took; o7, which 
is moft likely, that he had Orders to 
give 
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give us a Handle to take hold of, and 
to appear open and free as ifhe did 
fo through his own Weaknefs, that 
we might know fomething that Way, 
which they could no other Way dif- 
clofe to us; I fay, which of thefe was the 
Cafe, I never yet coald be fully informa: 
But he foon gave us Room to under- 
ftand, that the new Managers in Eng- 
land, when they were a little further 
entered into their Meafures, would 
not be fo backward as others had been 
to liflen to good Propofals from: France 
for a lafting Peace; that the Whigs 
were fo obftinate in oppofing them in 
every Step, and difputed the Ground 
fo by Inches, that the new Miniftry 
would not be forry that the War 
were well off of their Hands, thae 
they might turn their whole Force to 
the reducing their Enemies at home, 
and that in the mean time, they had 
made fome Advances towards it, 
by which any one who made juft 
Obfervations, might fee it was not on- 
ly in their Defign, but that the Ne- 
ceflity of their Circumftances obliged 
them to it; That it was apparent 
they already took fome Steps that Way, 
and had Agents employed to prepare 
their 


(65) 
their own Nation to re cb ite That 
on all Occafions they filled 

ples Ears with the Tediohi iefs, Ex- 
penfivenefs, and Bloodinefs of the 
War, laying before them the Profpect 
of what Happinefs would accrue by 
a fafe and lafting Peace: Books were 
daily publ ifhed and encouraged, con- 
taining Reafons’ for putting an End 


5 
the War; and letting the People into 
Notions, as if the former Managers 
were guilty of carry) ing on ‘the Wat 
for their private Glory’ "and Advanta- 
resi Sor aggrandizing ape 
C =i, and fot pre! ring their 
influence at Home, mak pat ne- 
ceflary to the 8 for ae prefent 
till at A they fhould -be too grea 
for her to difplac | ied not 
to fhegelt that Palo had not had 
fair Play in the Management ee the 
War; that the former Managers had 
been ‘impofed upon, or had, cont 
to their Duty to the Queen, fut 
the Allies o  impots upon 
> Per ormance 
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now it was Time, not only that tlie 
Treachery of thefe Things. fhould be 
difcovered and detected, and the Per- 
fons expofed; but that really ° they 
were obliged to fay, it was Time 7o° 
put an End to the War it felf; for that 
thefe Things had run the Nation fo 
far in Debr, and brought the raifing 
the further needful Sums to. be fo 
difficult, that it was not pofiible, 
at leaft without further Mifchiefs, 
which in the End would be infupportable, 
to carry the War on any further. 


Thefe Things work’d fo well to our 
Minds in France, and were pufhed fo 
effectually in England, that our Work 
feemed done to our Hand, and was 
partly the Reafon why the King al- 
tered his Mind, as to fending me to 
England at that Time: His Majefty 
was too penetrating, not to know 
that thefe Meafures would not fail 
to make way for hisown; and had 
the People in Exglazd concerted with 
him, as I muft do them the Fufitce to 
fay they did not at firfi; they could 
have done nothing more a propo to 
our Defigns; Nay, it was more fo, 
than. we expected in this, that it 
brought them in Evgland into Cir- 

cum- 
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cumftances, to feek that of our King, 


which of all other Things in the 
World, his Majefty. was moft anxious 
about, and which we ftood in fo much 
Neceffity of, that, two Months before, 
the King: would have given fome Mil- 
lions to have had it brought to pafs. 


But as the King forefaw now, that 
what he defired fo ntuch, would focn 
be asked of him to grant, his Majefty 
was too wife to pufh his Game too 
faft; but refolved to ftand ftill a while, 
and fee what would be the Iflue of 
thefe great Events: It is true, this ob- 
liged his Majefty to run the Rifque 
of another Campaign ; and fome were 
very uneafie at that Circumftance, 
efpecially when they heard, that not- 
withftanding the great Progrefs made 
in the changing the publick Minitters 
at Home, the Duke of M——. was 
fill continued in the Command, of 
the Army; indeed the King himfelf 
had fome Expettations, whether founded 
on certain Intelligences, or in bis Majefty’s 


own Conjectures, that it would have . 


been otherwife ; and that when fo 


many Mortifications had been put up- 
on that great Perfon, fach ve weft cal 
him, he would either voluntarily have 


—s 
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déclined that Service; or the other 
would not have ventured fo much up- 
on his Generofity, as not to have ap- 
prehended his Referittnents, in a Truft 
of that Confequence. 


However, his Majefty, who faw fur- 
ther into Things than any of us, and 
was never at a Lofs in his own Mea- 
fures, refolued to. venture ; and as it ap- 
peared afterwards, his, Judgment was 
good; for tho’ a Campaign were to 
prove unfuccefsful, the Enemy could 
not rationally be fuppofed to penetrate 
further than Camébray; and the Affairs of 
Exgland plainly told him, that if they 
did bold together for one Campaign, 
they would certainly éreak before ano- 
ther ; that either the Duke of 
would not ferve another Campaign, 
or that they would not truft him; and 
fo it proved. 


As to the Affairs in the, Field, they 
appeared in a better Pofture than we 
expected: The Army was numerous, and 
compofed of the beft Troops the whole 
Kingdom of France could produce; 
The Ficufbold was filled up and finely 
clothed, and made the beft Appeararice 
they had at any Time done finee the 
fatal 
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fatal Battle of Blenheim; and as they 
took Poft wifely on the Sche/d, to cover 
Cambray and Arras at the fame Time; 
the King ordered the Marefchal de 
Villars, who commanded them, to avoid 
a Battle, if pofible, and only to lie in 
fuch a Pofture, as to. cover thofe two 
Cities, (viz.) Cambray and Arras, and 
that then the Duke of J might 
do his worft. 


The Marefchal {o well difcharged him- 
felf of this Truft, that he wot only a- 
voided fighting, but did effectually co- 
ver thofe two Places; fo that the Con- 
federate Army, tho’? much’ fuperior, 
never could come near them, and were 
glad to finith what they call’d a glorzous 
Campaign, with the Siege and taking 
of Bouchain; a little Place of tmall Con- 
fideration, and which we retook from 
them again the next Year, in half the 
Time they took it now. 


As the King was not miftaken in his 
venturing another Campaign, {fo nei- 
ther was he miftaken in his Calculation 
of the Affairs of England, and of the 
Advantage which he thould draw from 
them by waiting a little longer. 
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And here I muft go back to the 
State of the Affairs in Evglawd, with Re- 
{pect to the ew Managers, particularly 
as to their Intereft in the Change, and 
to the Views they had before them at 
that Time; it iscertain, that Mr. #— 
after all the Machines he had fet to 
Work, in forming this Turn at the 
Court, when he perfwaded the Queen 
to difmifs the Treafurer, did not let 
her fee, ing did he fee himfelf, the 

Neceflity there was for her to go fo 
ar as fhe afterwards found her felf 
obliged to go: For Example, he let her 
believe, as indeed many other People be- 
lieved, ( viz.) that after the Treafurer 
was out, and a few of his Creathites and 
De pencents the reft of the publick 
People would foon acquie ice, and be glad 
to come into her Majelty’s Meaiures, 
and {fo Lhings might go Uh, jutt as they 
did before ; whith was « certainly the ut- 
moft cf his firft Scheme. 


Indecd it was very rational to think, 
thar People, who had good Pofts in the 
Government, and no Pertune of their 


| Me P28 
CM Ds {housd have con ofidered of it be- 
fore they had thrown up all ‘the Advan- 
Beng y 7 a . 
tance pales EO dyed : but fe Zi was, as 


{oon 
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foon as the Treafurer was turned out, 
the Whigs who were at Court gave him 

Aecting, and there, as i¢ was faid, 
folemihly en ngaged to one another, that 


they would one and all fland hard and 
faft together, and refolve to accept of 
10 Propofals which contained any Thing 

‘han the reftoring them all co their 
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(is. and this they performed with ill 


g ms ry, 
ture enough, the Chancellor, the 
i ad . 
3 j 1 i hi 2 
Ay aq Cag Pale | afi elt oonging 
5 od aed Ghd vis Le Lig 
Ws ; / pty ee | 1} 4 E 
_ f ,- 1 FP 
> AZUCEHE CU CUTIaiis btaedid dil 


Chis. tho’ indeed it did by no Means 
aes t af 
>» the Meafures of the new Mana- 


e main, axed only blige thens 
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ed at firf—; yet it was a great 
pointment to Mr. H- who, as 

was not of the Opinion, that the Zorzes 
were. the propereft Men ‘to carry on 
he putlick Bufiuefs, fo neither did he 
shink they would come in, to fo compleat 


tule of Management as be had intended ; 
I fign was to have formed a 
jiddie Party of NEUTERS, that 
fhould have aéted by his Schemes, and 
under Direction, as Wheels in a Watch, 
perfectly paflive, except as wound up, OF 
ed down by the Engineer, we was 
a | ap: he Whi 
to be himfelf; when therefore the Whigs 
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oppofed him fo warmly, h 
to the Neceflity of embra 
Party, at the Hazard of be ing oblige 
fabmit. in many Things to their 
Meatures, inflead of having them fub- 
mit so his; nor did he find the Zories 
at firft fo ready to fall in with him as 
he expected, at-leaft not upon general 
Terms of Subordination to_ his Mea- 
fures ; o# the contrary, they offered diffe- 
rent Schemes, from what he had propof- 
} aiverl 1: fm itt aoa) a cj fay 4 le 
ed, raifed Difficulties and Scruples a- 
gainft his neatral Schemes, which they 
called by a'Word of their o1 wn, TRIM- 
MING, and in that Cafe they judged 
aha ay ee & Bok ee eS NO a 
much. better than he did, ( viz.) that 
‘i 1 k a BD Mrees 
W into a fory Admini- 
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be entirely swith them, 
who, in Cerjunction with the Court, 
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Schemes, till the Courfe of Things 
he it about by halves, and bya 

ind of Force upon ut This Obftina- 
a was the Ruin of all hi a and 
of his Party too, and will. at laft, if I 
miftake not, bring him and his Friends 
to fall into the Hands of their implaca- 
ble Enemies the Whigs: When he found 
the Jories thus’ {tiff and backward, he 
{topped his Hand, and tried by the 
Queen her felf, to bring over fome of 


the Whig Lords to come i The 
Queen afflured them, and {poke at that 
Time with great Sinc cerity, fhe in- 


tended no further Alteratio ie ae fhe 
defigned no Change of Meatures, and 
above all, fhe pro 
not the leaft Though 
Succeffion: Some a the Whie Lords 
were irritated on another Account, ain 
feemed to give too pefitive a Denial 
out. the moft policick lifer’ to th 
Propofal, and offered to come into th 
Mealures, on but two Conditions, (viz, 
That they would not diffolve the Parlia- 
ment, and 2. Lhat Mr. H- 
be laid afide; The lat of thefe ti 
Queen would not hear of, and the firft 
Mr. Af — could not be _perlw: dded 
too; ie this Step was the Foun idation 
of all that followed. 
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And now Mr. H— ‘was caft enz 
tirely upon t the Bae and yet fo im- 
poffible it is for politick Men to pare 
with their own Schemes, that he never 
fo entirely came into them, as to take 
their Meafures wholly; nor did they 
ever come in fo far to him, as to be- 
lieve him entirely their Friend; and 
this mutual Diftruft and Diflike drove 
hundreds from him, increafed his Op- 
pofers, and divided the whole Party. 


“J 


At the prefent however Mr. 7 
being the Spring of the Adminiftration, 
went on his own Way; and the Whies 
having refuled to ac, he took in the 
Fart of Rochefler: This was a Step 
which alarmed the Whigs very much, 
and they might from that Time be fure 
they fhould Have no more Applications 
made to them; and indeed they acted 
from thar Time as Men who were nei- 
ther to give or rake Quarter; The Earl 
of Rochefler was a Man, who, of all 
Men in the Intereft. of the Zorzes, was 
really the mott capable of a high 
Station without Danger of S Mifcarriage ; 
and that having been once Zreajurer in 
the Beige of King Fames, was fully 


3 


acquainted with the Bufines ; a Perfon 


capable 


Cons) 


capable of great Things, a Man of 
Council and cf Difparcch, a moft pun- 
&ual Obferver of his Word, and free 
from the ordinary, Z had almoft faid, 
eceflary Qualification of a Courtier, 
(viz.) Difimulation: But as this Since- 
rity was his peculiar, fo it brought 
with it this Confequence, that to whom 
he was a Friend, he was fo openly ; and 
to whom he was an Enemy, he was 
fo with the fame Opennefs and with- 
out Difguife; This fad led him into 
fome. Inconvenienctes in the former 
Years of the Queen’s Reign, and made 
fome little demeles between the Queen 
and himielf, to whom he was perfonally 
related, being what we call in France, 
ane de fes Parents, tor her Majeliy was 
the Daugiter of his younger Sifter: 
His Freedom and Plainnefs had been iil 
taken, and he had withdrawn from 
Court for fome Time ; yet his Appear- 
ance on all Occafions in the Houfe of 
Parliament, added continuaily to his 
Reputation, and cauied him to be a 
Leader of many; he was efteemed hor, 
and indeed fierce againit the Whiggi/i 
Councils, bur always courteoufly and 
-handfomely familiar with their Perfons, 
yet never fo, but that they might know 
he was not in their Intereit; he had a 
: true 


SBT ELIE RE IS ee TRE 


J Re haven : zi 

Z ge a ee Ee os 

oe im aii REST AS aaa: ee 
oy 


Fas 


( 76 ) 

true Notion of the Strength of the con- 
tending Parties in Exgland, and appear- 
ed more chagrin in his Difcourfes on 
that Head, that the few fbould guide the 
many, than at any..other Part of the 
Mansgement: He was in- Years, yet 
had a perfect ufe of all the Endowments 
of Mind, which Nature had beftowed 
on him; he hada vaft Stock of Know- 
ledge, and a Memory retentive of all 
that ever was committed to it; he kept 
his Head continually exercifed on the 
Adminiftration, tho’ he had no Handuig 
it: and could tell the Minrfters. the 
Hiftery of their Conduct fomething 
better than they knew it themfelves ; 
and particularly hé was Mafter of all 
their Faux Pas, or Miftakes, and could 
Jead them to the very Reafons and Oc- 
cafions of thofe Things; he was r- 
gidly {trict in his Opinion as to the Le- 
gality of the Britifb Settlement, and 
openly profefs’d, that the Revolution 
had made fuch a. Breach in the Conftt- 
tution, as would juftifie Revolutions of 
every Kind, how often feever they might 
happen; and that it was impoffible, 
according to the Revolution Doctrine, 


as it was then called, that there could 


ever be any Rebellion in Great Britain, 
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Ic was the greateft Trial of bis Sia- 
cerity «that could be, that the Queen, 
who was, as above, his near Relation, 
and for whom: he had always a profound 
Refpect ; yet could never engage him to 
act heartily for her, becaufe he efteem- 
ed her Reign an Ufurpation upon the 
Houle of Stwart, and he fail’d not to 
let her know it in the plaineft, and’ open- 
eft Manner that became his Quality, tho’ 
with the Decency alfo that- became her 
Perfon. | 


It delivered us in France from fome 
Anxieties about thefe Affairs, when we 
heard that Mr. #7 had taken this 
noble Perfon into the Management ; 
for the King was very much concerned, 
Jeaft Mr. 7 fhould put himfelf in- 
to worfe Hands: ft muft be acknow- 
ledged therefore, that had the Whigs 
been lefs averfe to Mr. H—--—, 1t 


a 


o mucna to our 


would not have been | 
Satisfaction ; for ‘unlels they. had 
wholly jaid afide, we had nothing 
expect frome Lag/and ; on che ~other 
Hand, neither. would it have been fot 
our prefent Purpofe, if M 
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for then it was very probable that the Mi- 
niftry might have cajoled the People with 
the Notion of letting themiee, that zoz- 
withfranding the Change; Things rum on 
in the fame Channel, and. perhaps might 
have made their Intereft among ‘the 
People, at the Expence of France; 2 mean 
at the Expence of continuing the War; 
and for thisReafon, there could be no 
News more welcome to our Court, than 
that the Whigs having reje@ted the Pro- 
pofals made to them, the Chancellor was 
Jaid afide, and the Earl of Roeheffer 
brought into the Council, of which he 
was foon after made Prefident. 


On the other Hand, we received fome 
Allay to our Satisfaction, when we were 
told by our Spyes, that Mr. Al , at 
his treating with the Earl of Rocheffer, 
had fhewed him all his Schemes, that 
he had approved them, declared for 
what they called moderate Meafures, 
and promifed to give into the Method 
propofed, and to make no Breach in the 
Councils, on any private Opinion : when 
this was told the King, his Majefty fmiled, 


a 


and faid, fear nothing from my Lord 
Rechefter, 1 know him better than any of 
you, there could not be a Man in that 
Court, that will fo well hold Mr. 2——— 
to 
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tothe Terms he makes; he muft break 
no Conditions with the Earl of Rocheffer, 
and he will keep none with any Man elfe. 


From the Introdu@tion of this one 
Perfon, the King had a full Satisfaction, 
and often declared it, that not only the 
great Point of ending the War would 
be obtained, but that he fhould one time 
or other have as effectual an Influence 
on the Affairs of Britain as ever, and by 
Confequence be in a Condition to reftore 
the banifhed Chevalier by the Confent of 
the Britifh Nation. 


Thefe were remote Profpects, and 
fuch as no Perfon was -capable of form- 
ing Ideas of, at fo great a Diftance, but 
a King, whofe Soul was equal to all the 
Labyrinths and Meanders in the Politicks 
of all the Nations round him, and who 
fixed in his View, and made prefent to 
him the rational Deduétions that others 
thought themfelves very ae in, if 
they formed the fame fev Years af- 

erward. 


There was but one Thing in which 
the King might be faid to fail as to his 
Judgmer itof the Conf ans of 


i 
a meer 8 ia + tate MA 
T! hings ? ang toate neith C3 nis a¥ id o 


esi 
ae 


SEE RE TS 


os 


ACHE 


BETTY 


2 


a a i a i 
fx = ‘ = 


( 80.) 
or all the Sages of the Earth could arrive 
to, Socks thar in a very few Months 
after this, any before any of the Pro- 
duct of thefe deep Councils could take 
Place, tie Bas of Rocheffer, that truly 
great Man!. was feized with an Apo- 
pleick fe and died fuddenly ; to the 
great Regret of all who knew the Ex- 
cellencies his Soul was furnifhed with, 
and how he was juft at the Point of 
exerting himfelf in a moft extraordinary 
Manner. 

No Man in the World, upon Princi- 
ne vA generous and truly great, a 
capable ai being equally fenfible of t 
Lofs of this one Man, as was the King 
himielf : Rochefter dead! fays the King, 
then rhere is mot & Man of Probity and 
Council cgual r0 him, left ia the Werld! 
All his Majefty’s Mea(ures were imme- 
diatel a changed upon this Incident, and 
then it was that the King’ called me to 
him tl to time, and bad me prepare 
my fel immediately to go to England, 
and asked me how foon I fhould be 
reac dy. [ told bis Aajefty, 1 was always 

agy to execute his Commands; and 
if hig Service requir red, it, I would fend 


for my Boots, and take Horfe at. the 
Gate of Ferfailles ve very Hour: NO, 
fays 


( 8 ) 
fays the King, ot in fuch a Hurry, but 
feeme to Morrow, and you fhall have 
further Inftructions; which I did ac- 
cordingly, and was then difpatched to 
England for the firft Time: Perhaps to 
many in France it may not be known 
to this Day, that I was over in Eugland 
at all upon this Occafion ; neither is there 
need to fay any Thing but this, that 
as the concealing my Bufinefs was of 
the utmoft Importance, fo unlefs the 
King told it, and his Majefty beft kueiv 
to whom it was fit to be knowns it was 
not known by any by my Means, no 
not to my own Servants or Family, 
to whom I gave out that I was going 
to Fountainkleau, to direct fome Addi- 
tions which his Majefty had ordered in 
the Apartments there. 


I arrived at London the of 

1710. taking all poffible Meafures for 
keeping my felf entirely concealed, ac- 
cording to my Inftructions; and there- 
fore I placed my {elf for a while at a 
private Lodging remote from the Court, 
and kept out of the Way of all general 
Appearances of the People, leaft I fhould 
be known: At my coming to England, 
I firft made it my Bufinefs to acquaint 
my felf with fuch Particulars of the 

F publick 
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publick Tranfactions, as we had not 
the Detail of from our private Agents ; 
and as | am minuting what I obferved 
of the Earl of Rochefter's coming into 


‘the Adminiftrations it is neceflary to 


take Notice, as / go ov, that as foon as 
the Whigs. had rejetted the Queen's 
Offer, except on the Conditions above, 
which Conditions the Queen would not 
{ubmit to, and that the Karl of Rocheffer 
wasconfultedstwo Things followed, which, 
"tis evident, were the Effects of his good 
Councils, (viz.) the di/miffing the Chancellor, 
and the diffolving the Parlzament ; the laft 
he was fo pofitive in, that I was aflured 
he would come into no Mealures without 
it, and declared long before he came 
in, that nothing could be done without 
that Step was. firft taken, and as an 
Evidence of my being in the right in 
this Guefs, it is to be obferved, that he 
was declared Lord Prefident of the Coun- 
cil in Axglavd, and the Proclamation for 
diffolving the Parliament, was refolved 
on in one and the fame Day, (viz.) the 
ar of September, 1710. it is true the 
Proclamation was not publifhed till the 
26th, but that alters not the Cafe. 


The Wifdom of this Council appeared 
co us in Fraace much clearer thanit did 
even 
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even to the Zortes themfelves in Fug: 
land; and when the King heard thac 
fome of the new Managers were inclined 
to give up that Point to the Whigs, his 
Majefty faid, that certainly they could 
not be fo ignorant, after all the Tefti- 
monies they had given of their Pene- 
tration; forthe Whigs having a Majority 
in the Parliament, would not fail to 
opprefs them in the Adminiftration, 
and bring the Queen to the Neceffity of 
parting with them again, if not of giv- 
ing themup to the Refentment of their 
Enemies. | 


When I came to England, and to ex- 
amine a little into thele Things, I found 
that the Inclination to give up this 
Point to the Whigs proceeded chiefly 
from the Notion, which not Mr. H—— 
only, but even the Queen her felf, had 
entertained, of carrying on what they 
then called a moderate Adiminiffratiou, and 
keeping feveral of the Heads ot the 
Whigs in their Employment ; but it was 
afterwards confefs'd, that this Notion, 
in the Queen efpecially, proceeded not 
from any Affection fhe bore to the 
Whigs in particular, for fhe had many 
Reafons not to love them, or be pleafed 
with their Management of her Afairs; 
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but from the Apprehenfions fhe had up- 
onher, of her not being able to get a 
Majority of others chofen in their 
Room. 


Mr .#7 , who had Opinion enough 
of his own Condu@ to have mafter'd 
thefe Apprehenfions, was willing enough 
to let it go there at ffi; but’ when 
the Earl of Rocheffer came to be con- 
fulred, he laughed both at the Appre- 
henfions of one, and the Politicks of the 
other; He told the Queen, that as there 
was a Neceffity of the Attempt on one 
Hand, fo there was no Danger of its 
mifcarrying on the other; That it was ne- 
ver known by him, fince the Court came 
intoa right Management, that they could 
not ave a Parliament, or make a Par- 
liament to their Purpofe; That while 
the Clergy were all in her Intereft, and 
it was in her to put all her Friends in 
Commiffions of the Peace, of the Lieute- 
nancy, and of the Receipt of the Reve- 
nues; fhe could not fear being over- 
power'd in Elections: He let her Ma- 
jefty fee in what Manner every Prince, 
who had not carried the Elections to 
their Mind, bed miftekea; and that it 
was only for want of Money, or want of 
Management, that ever the Court and 
the 
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the Parliament failed to be all of a 
Piece: That he would anfwer for it 
with his Head, that if her Majefty kept 
the Parliament on Foot, which was then 
in being, fhe would fail of her Defign, 
fee all her faithful Servants ruined, and 
be in no Pofture to prote@& them ; and 
he would anfwer for it at the like Peril, 
that if fhe ‘diffolved them, fhe fhould 
not fail of making a new Choice to 
Her Mind. He convinced Mr. —, 
that his courting the Whigs was the 
greateft Miftake imaginable; that he 
might fee plainly they contemned it, and 
him the more for it, and made ufe of it 
to fortifie their Party, and raife innume- 
rable Scandals upon his Character ; that 
he loft Ground even with the Whigs 
themfelves by it, and at the fame time 
kept the Tories at a Diftance, and in 
Sufpence; fo that they could not re- 
fotve whether to join him, or not to 
join him; becaufe they could never re- 
folve whether he would be with them 
or no; that this halting between two 
would ruin them; that they ought to 
declare themfelves boidly and openly, 
their Friends would then depend upon 
them, and even their Enemies would 
own their Honefty, at the fame time 
E 3 that 
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that they would fee Reafon to defpair of 
breaking in upon their Meafures. 


Tho it was impoffible to remove Mr. 
#i——— from that cpiniative Value for 
his own Schemes, which he had teen 
famous for, or to leave off that trim- 
ming which has loft him fo much with 
both Parties; yet overcome with the 
Reafon and Authority of the Prefident’s 
arguing, fo I now call him, he came into 
the Meatures for diffolving the Parlia- 
ment, to the general Satisfaétion of all 
the ‘Tories, and more to the Satisfa@tion 
of our Nation, and of the King in parti- 
cular ; as J have xoted already; for now 
his Majcfty was aflured they would go 
thro’ with the Work, and that the Whigs 
and new Miniftry were placed at fuch 
Diftance and oppofite Extremes as to 
Intereft, that it would be impra@icable 
to attempt any middle Way between 
them. 


Nor ‘were we deceived ‘in thefe Mea- 
fures at all; for as the new Eleétions 
came forward, the Animofitres increafed, 

t with an inexpreffible ‘Plea- 
, who were incognito in eve- 
ry Corner. aw the ‘Rabbles and Tu- 
mults among the common People, which 
England, 
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England, above all other Nations, is emi- 
nently known by, carryed on with all the 
Violence and Br cesticy that could be 
defir’d, even to the infulting one ano- 
ther upon the moft ordinary* Occafi- 
ons. 


The Ezgli{b common People, among 
the many good Qualities which fome 
of them may poffefs, are a furious and 
brutal People, efpecially in their pri- 
vate Quarrels; and it would be the 
ftrangeft Thing in the World, among 
polite Nations, to fee fuch Things pra- 
étifed as are frequent among them in 
Britain; In their Difcourfes of publick 
Affairs, ’tis next to impoffible to have 
any mix’d Company agree, and as 
they differ, they fail not to give all the 
abufive, unfufferable Words to one ano- 
ther that are to be thought of, and yet 
they do not call this a Quarrel; there 
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would be more Bloodfhed’ in Lovdow 


ina Year, than was at the Battle of 


Malplaquet, were any other Nation in 
the World to quarrel as the Zxglifh do: 
Frenchmen would draw their Swords 
and pafs thro’? one another’s Souls, 
at half the ill Treatment thefe give, even 
before they are faid to begin to be 
angry: Were it in Holland, how many 
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Faces full of Scars would appear on 
the Exchange? How many flit Nofes, 
Fingers cut off, and the like fearrifying 
Work, would there be with their 
Knives on thefe Occafions? But here, 
a foul Tongue has a full Liberty to 
abufe every Man abfent or’ prefent ; 
the Janguage of Rogue, Villain, Raf- 
eal, ec. is reciprocal, and is both giv- 
en and received without Refentments; 
the higheft Quality is not free from the 


- Raillery and Infults of the Coffee-houfes, 


andthe Streets; and when I came toun- 
derftand alittle of the Ezglifh Tongue, 
1 was amazed to hear the great 
Lords of the Court, the Minifters of 
State, and efpecially Mr. H—, then 
High Treafurer, called Rogues, Vil- 
lains, Thieves, oc. and the Friends of 
the Government, as well as thofe of 
the former Treafurer, damn’d and 
curs’d to Hell, by the feveral Parties 
in their ordinary Difcourfe, and in che 
common Companies in every Coffee- 
houfe; and yer no Quarrel all the 
while among the People who did fo. 


As this was the Way in Converfa- 
tion, it made the Society of fuch Men 
very odious, and we that were French- 
men blefied out felves that we were 
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of a Nation accuftomed to better 
Breeding, and where the Laws of 
Reafon and good Manners had more 
prevailed to civilize the People and re- 
{train their Paffions: But if this was 
indeed firange to us, who had been 
ufed to converfe among a Nation of 
politer Manners, the Behaviour of the 
Canaille was yet more brutal and even 
terrible: It is impoffible to defcribe the 
Fury and Terror of their Rabbles; 
were you to fee two Armies of them 
‘march againft one another in the 
Night, and in the Streets of London, 
armed with Clubs and Sticks, you 
would expect nothing lefs when they 
meet, than the killing feveral hundreds 
at the Shock ; inftead of which, you find 
it all iffue in roaring and foul Lan- 
guage, fhouting out the Names of the 
Heads of their Parties, throwing Dirt, 
and perhaps a few broken Heads, fo they 
call it when any one bleeds; and then 
they part and go down other Streets, 
or return back fhouting as if they had 
gained the moft important Victory : 
If on thefe Occafions they came to real 
fighting, it feldom or nevee amount- 
ed to more than feveral fingle Fellows 
orappling together after the favage 
Way of that Mland ; in which they do 
not 
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not. ufe Weapons as other Nations 
always have done, fince the Creation 
of the World; bur fall upon one ano- 
ther ; rearing, bruifing, and battering 
one another with their Hands, Heads, 
and Feet, as wild Beafts do with their 
Claws and Teeth, now ftanding on 
their Feet, anon rouling in the Dirt; 
till covered with Blood and Mire, and 
rather wearied than wounded, they 
give over by Confent, or are parted 
by their Fellows; and then perhaps, 
other Couples taking up the fame Quar- 
rels, and beginning always with a 
Shower of vile and provoking Lan- 
guage, fall on one another in the 
fame Manner. 


This was the frequent Pra€tice in 
that Country, the moft Part of the 
Time that I was among them; and 
tho’, they are a Nation otherwife a- 
sreeable enough, and who by their 
Wealth and Luxury are arrived to a 
Way of living eafice, and are in many 
Things a happy People; yet thofe 
Exercifes greatly expofe them, and 
made their very Name my Averfion; 
fo that T thought my felf more happy 
than ever, when I was returned to 
France, where Men live ina Manner 
much 
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much more agreeable to the Ends of 


Life, and the Temper and Conftitu- 
tion of reafonable Creatures, enjoying 
a perfect Tranquillity of Soul, in the 
moft courteous, affable Converfation, 
and the undiftinguifh’d PraGiice of 
mutual Civility. 


But to return to my Story: The Ele- 
tions of their Members, or Deputies 
of Parliament, ‘were in their Height 
foon after my Arrivalthere; and asthe 
Names of the Perfons chofen came to 
be known, the Court appeared a little 
chagrin, for that the Number of the 
Whigs, who were firft chofen, feem’d 
to bevery much beyond their Expecta- 
tion; efpecially in that the Whigs boaft. 
ed that their chief Strength lay in the 
Weftern or Northern Part of the Ifland, 
particularly the Provinces or Shires of 
Cornwall, Devon, Somerfet, Dorfet, Wilts, 
&c. Places needlefs to name here, but 
which are generally called among them 
the Weff-Country, tho? in Truth, they 
are {cituated in the Soath-Weft Part of 
the Tfland; here they depended much 
on the Intereft of the former Treafu- 
rer the Earl of Godolphin, and fome of 
his Dependencies, who had formerly 
fecured that Part of the Country, much 
in 
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in his Intereft, being himfelf a Native 
of the Provincé of Cornwal, from whence 
they fent up no lefs than 44 Deputies to 
the Parliament. 

But I mutt do this Juftice to Mr. 
Hi——, (viz.) that if he was not fo 
refolved ‘at firft in the Meafures taken, 
rhat is to fay, for the difiolving the 
Parliament, yet he left no Stone un- 
turned in the managing the Elections, 
after he was come inta it; and that he 
did this fo effeétually, and with fo 
much Judgment and Succefs, that even 
the Earl of Godolphin loft almoit all the 
Elections in that, which was calld is 
que Country: There was not a Town where 
his Intereft was ftrong, but he faw him- 
felf fupplanted, and an Iotereft form’d 
to oppofe and overthrow him; 7ée like 
Surce/s was feen in other Parts ; andin a 
Word, it appeared thac he had laid his 
Meafures fo true, and was ferved fo pua- 
étually, that at the fumming up of the 
Numbers, the Whigs faw themfelves 
diftane’d, and out-numbered in a fur- 
prizing Manner, as to the Deputies of 
their lower Parliament: As to the up- 
per Parliament, or upper Houfe, as they 
term it, he had his Eye fo intent upon 
that alfo, was fo vigilant in taking his 
Advantages, and fo dextrous in improv- 
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ing them, that he carried his Point there 
alfo; as I fhall note in its Place. 

It is fignificant to obferye, how little 
thefe People differ from us in Fraxce, 
in the Effeé of an abfolute Monarchy, 
after all the Boafts they make of their 
Liberty, the Subordination of their Kings 
to the Sovereignty of the Laws, the 
ancient Rights of the People, which they 
call their Birthright, @c. {eeing by the 
Power of Court Artifice, the Influence 
of Money, and the Management of fub- 
tle Statefmen, the People are always 
made Tools to operate in their own 
Bondage ; and to enthral themtelves, ¢i- 
ther to this, or that Party, or Prince, 
as effe@ually, as if the faid Prince had 
them under his abfolute Direction; Nay, 
in this alfo, the Prince has the Advan- 
tage, (viz.) that this is done fo by the 
Agency of the Minifiers, that the Ty- 
ranny is always charged upon them, and 
the Prince is not blamed; and if ever 
the Power of the Law gets. an Inter- 
val. to exerr it felf, it is the Minifter 
who bears the Refentment, not the So- 
vereign; of whom no more Is defired, 
but to change Hands, and all things are 


loac 


quiet in a Moment: It’s true that it has 


been otherwife, as in the Example of 


King James ; but the Reafon of all thar 
[Difference 
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Difference lay in the impolitick Meafures 
of the Prince, who efpoufed his Minifters 
to his own Ruine, and took the whole 
upon himfelf: But wifé Princes in that 
Country have no more to do, but to let 
their Minifters fubjeét the Conftitution 
to the abfolute Will of the Sovereign, 
by the infenfible Degrees abovementioned, 
and the Englifh are as eafily made Slaves 
as other Nations ; Nay, they will make 
themfelves Slaves, for they willfell and 
betray their own Liberties and Rights 
for Money ; as they effectually do, who 
fell their Votes in the Choice of the De- 
puties of Parliament: And it is moft cer- 
tain, that fuch is the Blindnefs and 
Unconcernednefs of the People of that 
obftinate Nation, and fo far are they 
from having any Notion of the Circum- 
{tances of their Conftitution, that what- 
ever Minifiry comes in Play, and will 
wifely difpofe fuch Sums of Money as 
are neceflary for the Work, they thall 
not want a Parliament to their Minds; 
who may give up to them all thofe 
valuable Rights that a Nation can poflefs, 
who have the beft Conftitution in the 
World. 

Upon the whole, the Exglii/fb are a 
Nation, who talk high of their Liberty, 
and of the Government being qualified 
to 
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to make the Monarch great and the 
People happy» but ate in Truth as 
eafily enflaved, arid tedticed to irrettiev- 
able Bondage, were they politickly ma- 
naged, as any Nation in the World; and 
ic is evident, had King ames proceeded 
by due Gradations, and with moderate 
Management of that Power, which he 
had affumed, and left the Article of the 
Catholick Religion out of his  firft 
Schemes ; he might in a few Years have 
revers'd the whole Conftitution of that 
Country, and have made himfelf, even 
by their own Confent, as abfolute a 
Monarch, not as the King of France 
only, but as the Grand Seignior, or the 
Czar of Mufcovy; and by this Method 
he might at laft have planted the Carho- 
lick Religion there alfo, and have tranf{- 
planted the Hereticks to what Part of 
the World he had pleafed ; but he pre- 
cipitated himfelf into Ruin by that 
Weaknefs, which our Auga/? Monarch was 
never in Danger of: Imean, by being 
guided by the Clergy, rather than by 
the Soldiery; and fetting up the Intereft 
of the Church, before he had fecured, 
that of the State; This Obfervation is 
foreign to my Minutes of Fact, but is 
left here for my own Improvement on 
other Occafions. 
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The Parliament being thus chofen, and 
being, happily for the new Miniftry made 
up for the greateft Part of their own 
Friends, the reft of their Work went on 
with the more Eafe, and the Whigs be- 
gan to fee too late, that the Change 
would ftand; which indeed they never 
could be perfwaded till now to think 
there was any Danger of; yet to do 
them Juftice, they never gave it over, 
but offered the new Miniftry all the 
Oppofition, nay, even to infult and af- 
front that was poffible; The not juftly 
refenting of which, was the weakeft Step — 
that the new Managers ever took, and 
fhew'd either too great a Contempt of 
their Enemies, or too great a Security 
and Neglect of themfelves; both which 
are capital Errors in State Condu@,. and 
in the End did them _ inexpreffible 
Injury. 

This is a Miftake we never fee made 
in FRANCE, where, from the Juftice 
of the Kiag, his Minifters are protected 
from fuch {curvy Ufage, and empowered 
to fhew a quick Refentment on every 
juft Provocation ; by which Means, evil 
Men are aw’d from taking the Liberty 
of infulting Magiftrates and Great Offi- 
cers of State, and the Authority of 
thofe who are honoured by the King 
with 


Aut 


(97 } 
with the high Truft of his publick 
Affairs, is duly fupported; but in Exg- 
land it is not fo: A Vallet to any Man 
of Quality in France, would not receive 
from any Citizen of Paris, that ill 
fase which the Men of the firft De- 
oY ce of Dig ignity on both Sides in Angland, 
received every Day,w bile I was there, from 
the Mouths of the Citizens, and of the 
cogsamon People over that whole Kings 
dom ; a Practice, which, as it feems to 
me tobe 4 peculiar to Exgland, and not 
practifed to that Degree in any other 
Nation, cannot be fpoken of but asa 
Reproach to the whole Country, and 
muft be an unaccountable Example of 
Neglect of themfelves in the Miniftry 
at that Time, who were not without 
Means to have refented it, at the Expence 
of the Perfons who were concerned; 
and I have heard fince my a hs to 
Fraace, that they have been made v 
fenfible Of that Mittak 
I take this Piel to give thefe Ob- 
fervations a Place, becaufe at this Time 
the publick Affairs received a great In- 
terruption from an unhappy Accident 
which fell cut foon after my aatty ing 
at London, (viz.) on the 19th of March 
17. W ‘hen by «ane fcelerate Francois, a 
French Mifcreant, the Coust Guifcard, 
mr G Monfieur 
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Monfieur Farley, who though he had 
placed himiclf in so other Station, 
than one of the Commiffioners of the 
Finances or Treafury, yet was the original 
Spring and firft Mover in all thefe new 
Schernes, was aflaffinated and ftabb’d in- 
to the Breaft with a Penknife at the 
Council Board, where that Wretch was 
brought to be examined. 

1 fhall minute nothing concernipg 
this Cale, which is made fully publick in 
Fugland ; Bat by this they Mey take 
Notice in £xgland, how good Judges 
we are of Men in Fraace; and beheve 
they have Reafon to be wary how they 
entertain any, who the wifeft Prince 
on Earth, thaw whom none ever fees further 
into the Merit of Men, has determin’d 
to be worthlefs, and not fit to be em- 
ployed; Such was Monfieur Guifcard, 
whofe Name is dete{table, and his Hiftory 
not worth enquiring after; and of whom 
I need fay no more than this, thie being 
wounded in the Refiftance he made when 
he was {cized upon by the Ofitcers at- 
tending, he died in Prifon before he 
could be legally put into the Hands of 
the Executioner. 

This added to the Length of Time, 
which, as | have obferved, the King took 
co ict the Changes in the Court of 
England 


(99) 


England operate of themfelvess and 
though I acknowledge that 1 feveral 
Times moved his Majefty by Letters, 
and even importuned him, to make fome 
Motion to the Exgli/h Court, towards an 
Accommodation of the Broils of Europes 
yet I always received this Anfwer from 
the King, Pas encore! Guardez Vous! Not 
yet, have Patience ; which I mention, in 
Honour to the Judgment the King at a 
Diftance made of Things, even fo much 
better than I could, tho’ upon the Spot. 

For a little Time foon convinced me, 
that the £xg/i/b Court would, by the 
Ammofity of Parties, do the Work for 
us, and Open a Door for that, which 
no other Incident could have brought to 
pafss; bur it was my Wonder, that the 

King fhould fee it fo long before me. 
The Seafon for Preparations was now, 
and the Seafon for taking the Field ap- 
proached ; and I was very anxious about 
the next Campaign. The Duke of 4 
———— continued in the Command of 
the Army ; whether it was the Queen’s 
Kindnefs to, and Confidence in him, or 
the Diflatisfa@tion and D:ffidence it might 
have occaficned among the Allies, I 
do not refolve: But there feemed an ire 
reconcilable Feud between him and the 
Duke of 4 , a Scotch Nobleman of. 
G 2 rifing 
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rifing Fame, and as full of Ambition as 
of Merit. | 

The Duke of A- in Birth and 
Blood was beneati no Man in that 
Queen's Court, and by his Gallantry in 
the Field, had obtained the Fame, not 
only of a Man perfonally brave, but of a 
very good Officer; he had too much of 
the Scots-man’ in him, to fubmit to any 
Man more than he could not help; 
and too much Senfe, to be wafting to 
his Ambition; he had feveral Ways, for 
fome time paft, let it be known, that he 
did not think ae elf well ufed by the 

uke of M- and it was not 
doubted but, upon the firft .Occafion 
that offered, | re would let it be known 
alfo that he knew howto refent it: 
It began to be {een that on all Occafions 
he was - but ising upon the Ruins of 
his ivan; and having no other Way to 
act at that Time, he joins in with a 
Party, who, on the very fame Founda- 
tion’ of Difguft at the Duke of MH———, 
moved to an Enquiry into the Conduct 
of the Affairs of the Warin Spain, 

Te fell out very happily for France, 
that ac the very Time when this Conteft 
began, the Queen received Advice that 
the Duke de Vendofme, atthe Head of 
the Preach and Spanifh Army, had fur- 
rounded 
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younded the Englifh Troobs at Bribeuga, 
nd taken heen all Prifoners of W ar, 
with their Generals Stanhope, Car penter, 
&c. and had after this pufhed Count 
tarembergh with the Army of the 
Arch- Duke Charles, to the Necef lity of 
ighting at Villa Vicofa in Spain, and 
had obtained a comp ae Victory. 
To reftore this, the Queen: appeared 
very vigorous, and the Parliament j 
ing with if, warm Refolves were taken 
on all Sides ee the carrying on the War 
with VIGOUR; aPhrafethe Exgli/b had 
been very fond “of fod the Claufe was 
added thus, efpecially in Spain. 
No sthing, could have been more a propo 
o his Majefty’s Intentions, who wo suld 
“at ve been es glad to fee the Weight 
of the .War removed from Flanders, 
where it lay too heavy indeed for all 
France to fuppore ; and to have it carried 
into Spain, where every rocoo Men 
the Confederates carried into the Field, 
muft coft them as much as 4GO00 Men 
in Flanders, and where se would foon 
have been weary of the War: Now we 
began to fee that ihe Kine?s Meafures 
were juft, and thay his Majefty had 
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Breaches, and Quarrcls, would do alf 
this Work to his Hand. 

This carrying on the War Efpecially 
in Spain, became now the Party-Word 
in England; the Qneen cpened the new 
Parlisment with a Speech, wherein the 
has this Expreffion: The carrying om the 
War in all its Tarts, bat particularly in 
Spain, with rhe utmoft Vigour, is the like- 
lieft Means, with God’s Blefing, to procure 
afafe and honourable Peace. 

I had the Curiofity, as a Stranger, 
and incognito, to get in among the Croud 
to their Parliament Houfe, when the 
Queen made this Speech; and nothing 
could» be amore agreeable Surprize to 
me, than to hear thefe Words: I knew 
this would do our Work at once, for 
we had nothing to fear on that Side; 
and indeed, as I Jearn’d fince my Return, 
the Word was a Kind of Jeft or Diver- 
fion to all France tor fome Weeks. 

Their Mirth was increafed, when 
they had fent them the Addrefs or 
Comphment, ufually returned by the 
Nobility to the Sovereign on fuch 
Occefions. The Words were eccho'd 
back co the Queen thus, (viz.) We cone: 
ceive it to be of the higheft Importance 
to carry on the War with VIGOUR 
éa all its Parts, tut efpectally in Spain: 
When 
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When the King read this in a Letter 
wherein 1 fent an Account, he laughed 
heartily, Ouy Meffeurs, lays the King, 
jl et de tres grand Impsrtancé aux 
France; Yes, Gentlemen, it will be of 
the higheft Importance to France, if 
you pleafe but to carry on the War, 
e/pecially in Spain: The Commons or 
Deputies of the Lower Houfe, had the 
very fame Words; We fhall fludy to 
carry on the War with Vigour, efpecially 
in Spain; all this was in December, and 
they foon found an Occafion fuitable ; 
for’ on the 2d of Facmary, the Queen 
received the News of the taking her 
Troops in Bribexga, and the Lois of 
the Battle ar Villa Vicofa, mentioned 
above; all which News, as it was 
known in France before they bad it in 
Eagland, the King took Care they 
fhould hear of it as foon as poffible. 

Things going on thus aprceably for 
us, it is nor to be wondered chat the 
King, with all the Satisfaction imagina- 
ble, refolved to wait the Event of ano- 
ther Campaign in Flazders; not for- 
petting at the fame Time to fend. €x- 
prefs Orders to the Duke de Vendofme, 
ro pufi the Enemy with all poffible Vie 
gour, which he failed not to do. 
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This Notion of efpectally in Spain; 
as it was really in it felf the moft ab- 
furd Thing, [peaking as an Englith Maz, 
which that Nation could have entered 
upon; So, on the other Hand, /peaking 
as a French May, it wes the moft op- 
portune and fea’onable Folly that ever 
our Enemies could have been taken in ; 
and nothirg was more aftondhing to 
us, than thar it could be’ poffiple the 
Fnglifh Minifiry fhould go voluntarily 
into fuch a Snare: The King was fo 
furprized, that he began to think it -was 
the Effe& of my fecret Manegement in 
Fixgland, and faid to a certain Perfon of 
Quality, that had an Efteem for me, 
that he had been very well ferv’d in 
England; upon which that Perfon took 
Occafion to felicitate me in very ob- 
liging Terms: But alas! I had no Claim 
toany of the Praife, nor had I fe much 
as made any of my Acquaintance yet in 
Finvlavd, much lets begun any Negotia- 
tion: Bur all this was the Produce of 
perfonal Enmity at the Glory of the 
Duke of , and was laid 
as a Train to blow up his Intereft ac 
Court; but whether it anfwered their 
End in Ergland or not, yet we have 
Reafon to remember how well it an- 
{wered ours in France, and how many 
Ways 
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Ways it ferved us here: And the King 
failed not to make his Advantage of 
it firft; tho’ it did not much leffen or 
weaken the Confederate Army in Flaz- 
ders, mor remove the Duke from the 
Command ; yet it leffen’d his Iorereft in 
general ; it difpirited his Friends, turn- 
ed many againft him, and gave him 
lefs Eftcem, tho’ not lefs Authority in 
the Army ; likewife it was naturally che 
Occafion of great Contention in their 
Parliament: The Whigs undertook to 
prove, that the only Way to recover 
Spain, was to pulh the War on in Flaz- 
ders, where they had the Superiority 
of Strength, and where they had made 
already fuch Progrels, as had been very 
threatning to France it felf, and where, 
if the War was carried on with a little 
more Succefs, they faid there was a 
Probability of penetrating France, and 
breaking thro’ into the open Country, 
where at leaft they fhould live at the 
King of France’s Expe>re ; in which Cafe 
it was not to be doubric,, but Spain 
would be given up to fave France. 

This was a fad Truth tous, and we 
were very forry to find that any Men 
in England had fo right a Notion of it; 
And here begun my firft acting in the 

| ‘Intereft 
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Intereft of my Country; which I did, 
tho’ with the greateft Privacy, yet 
with no fmall Succefs; for getting the 
Knowledge of a certain capable Perfon, 
by Means of a French Printer, and the 
Help of fome Money rightly placed ; 
I furnifhed fome Arguments to fet forth 
| the Strength of the Hrexch Frontiers, 
i the Impeffibilicy ef finfhing the War 
by taking Towns one or two in a 
Year; and the certain lengthning out 
the War by that Method, till England 
fhould be impoverithed, and the Trade 
ruined; and thefe with other Arguments 
being put together, the Perfon I {peak 
ae of form’d very happily indeed, and pub- 
ett lifhed in Print: and fuch was the Dex- 
a terity of this Author, that he put the 
: fame Arguments into feveral Forms, 
Printing now one Tract, then another: 
Thefe Books did us exceeding Service, 
an and made a great Noife at that Time 
ai in London; But of this I fhall make 
further Obfervations. 

I muft confefs, however, that what 
the Whigs faid at that Time, of our 
} Danger by the War in Flanders, was 
ah very true; Why elfe did we make fo 
el many Attempts to obtain a Treaty, 
ii | and put an End to it, and offer that 
Ms King Philip fhould quit Spain and the 
he Indies 
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Indies to obtain a Peace > But the other 
Party gave it a new Turn, they catt 
it all back upon the Duke of # 
and his Friends, as if they were of that 
Opinion, only to juftifie their paft Con- 
du@t, and aggrandize and enrich them- 
felves by the Command ; and thus it 
became a Party Quarrel; in which itt 
was evident, the Court fupported the 
Duke of 4 , on Purpofe to mortifte 
the Duke of M4 and the Whigs. 

This Quarrel was not only happy for 
us, but that Happinefs was encreafed 
by the Appearance we faw, that there 
was no Probability of its being clofed ; 
and that it might grow wider and wider, 
1 applied my felf to my moft ingenious 
Writer of Pamphlets: The great Thing 
I defired of him now was, that he 
would publith fomething if poffible, for 
Tacknowledge I could not procure one 
Word to affit in it, to prove to the 
People the Reafonablenefs of puthing 
the War on in Spain, rather than in 
Flanders. 

Thofe Writers of Pamphlets in Exg- 
land, are the beft People of the Kind 
that are any where to be found ; for they 
have fo many Turns to impofe upon 
their People, that nothing I have met 
with was ever like it; and the People of 
Exgland, 
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England, of all the People I have met 
with, are the fondeft of fuch Writings ; 
My y W riter had an excellent Talent, and 
Words enough, and was as well qua- 
lified to prove non-Entities to contain 
Subftance, and Subftance to be entirely 
Spirituous, as any one I have met with; 
I was no Judge of his Style, having but 
little of the Tongue; but as I kept him 
entirely private, [ found the Pe ople al- 
ways eager to read what he wrote, and 
frequently his Books were faid to be 
written by one great Lord, or one emi- 
ment Author or other; and this made 
them be more called for at the Book- 
fellers than ordinary, and the Man gain- 
ed by the Sale, befides what I allowd 
to him, which was not inconfiderable : 
It was a great Difappointment to me, in 
fome other Views I had at that Time, 
that this Man fell fick and died: I at- 
tempted once or twice to furnifh my 
felf with another, but could never get 
one like him, except a certain Perfon, 
who the Swedi/h Refident, Monfieur 
Eyencreon, recommended, and who wrote 
an excellent Tract in our Intereft, enti- 
tuled, Reafows why this Nation (meaning 
England) ought to put an Exd to this 
expenfive War, &c. 1 was extremely 
pleated with that Piece, tho’ I could not 
read “it diftinetly, and for that i bal | 
a 
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had ittranflated into French, and caufed 
‘t to be Printed at St. Omer in Flanders, 
and difperfed thro’ the Low Countrees, 
and at Paris, for the publick Informati- 
on of our own People. Monfieur Lyen- 
croon uled his Endeavour to bring this 
Author into my Meafures; and to faci- 
litate the Thing, I caufed an hundred 
Piftols to be conveyed to him, asa 
Compliment for that Book, and let him 
know, it came from a Hand that was as 
able to treat him honourably, as he was 
fenfible of his Service ; But I miffed my 
Aim in the Perfon, tho’ perhaps the 
Money was not wholly loft; for I after- 
wards underftood that the Man was in 
the Service of the State, and that he had 
Jet the Queen know of the hundred 
Piftols he had received; fo 1 was ob- 
lied to fit fill, and be very well fa- 
tisfied that 1 had not difcovered my elf 
to him, for it was not our Seafon yet. 
This Kind of fecret Negotiation was 
now the mott of our Employ in London, 
where, with my felf, there was mow no 
lefs than five fecret Agents of France 
employed, as well to liften into every 
Thing that was doing in Publick, as to 
infufe proper Notions into the Minds 
of the People who we were among, as 
we had Occafion; and fo faithfully was 
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the King ferved in thefe Things; that 
although we did not all correfpond with 
one another, yet being all guided by 
the fame Hand, we took the moft regular 
Mealures ; and as there was nothing paft 
without our Obdfervation, fo the King 
was fure to have an exaét Account of 
every Thing that was done or doing, 
either in the City or the Court. 

The Campaign now drew on, and the 
Armies were preparing to take . the 
Field, the King took Care that the Ar- 
my in Flanders was greater than at any 
Time the Year before; the Regiments 
all compleated and clothed, the Afouf- 
hold pecially, made a very fine Appear- 
ance, but at the fame Time his Majefty 
gave exprefs Orders to the Marefchal de 
Villars, not to come to a Battle, but to 
encamp fo if poffible, as to cover the 
Frontiers, and prevent a Siege; for this, 
fays the King, willbe our laft Campaign, 
if we can avoid a Blow. 

As I had no Bufinefs in the Field, it 
relates not to thefe private Remarks to 
take Notice of what paft between the 
Armies ; only in general it may be proper 
to enter fomething about it in thefe 
Minutes: In Spain, where the Allies 
were to carry on the War ESPECIALLY, 
the Duke of 4 - was fent to come 
mand ; 
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mand; but if he had more Zroops than 
ufually the Queen employed there, the 
reft of the Allies bad /e/s ; the Lofles of 
their late Action at the End of the laft 
Campaign, lay fo heavy on them, and 
the German Troops had fuffered fo much, 
were (o ill recruited, and, which was worfe, 
fo ill paid, that all Count Stareméergh and 
the Duke could do, was but to encamp 
on the Banks of the Segra, and wafte 
the whole Summer without any confide- 
rable A@tion; which, to us, was a Victo- 
ry, being all that the King expetted : 
In Flanders it was much the fame 
Thing, the two Armies faced one ano- 
cher a long while on the Banks of the 
Senfet ; the Confederates had Douay in 
their Reer, and watched an Occafion to 
attack Arras or Bouchain; the French had 
Cambray in their Reer, Bouchain on_ their 
Right, and rras on their Left, and 
their Bufinefs was to cover them all; 
they dodg’d and watch'd one another 
a great while, till the Time fpun out, 
and it was the latter End of uly before 
any Thing was done; when the Duke 
indeed making a Feint of marching to- 
wards Arras, gave the Marefchal Villars 
the Slip, and by a {wift Countermarch 
pafled the Scarp and the Sen/et, and got 
behind our Lines; The Marefchal was 
en: 
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enraged at this Surprize, and had he 
not been limitted by the King’s exprefs 
Orders, would have come to a Battle, 
which, before their whole Army was 
come up, he had mdeed an Opportunity 
to do with Advantage: But being ob- 
lized to follow his Inftru@ions, he had 
no more to do, but to lye ftill, and fuf- 
fer Bouchain to be invefted. 

People were very merry at Paris with 
the Marefchal de Villars on this Occa- 
fion, who, in his Gefconading Humour, 
had boafted in his Letters for a Month 
before, that he would anfwer for that 
Campaign, that the Confederates fhould 
neither have a Battle or a Siege; but 
the King was eafie enough fo long as no 
general Battle had been fought; and no 
Man knew the true Scituation of his 
Affairs fo well as himfelf. 

In a Word, Bouchain was attacked 
after a World of Time fpent, in the 
neceffary Caution, our Army being 
fo near; the Town made a great De- 
fence, and held out fome Weeks; and 
the Mareichal de Villars got as much 
Credit by obliging the Confederate 
Army to go into Winter Quarters with- 
out undertaking any other Enterprife, 
as he loft by being furprized at firft: 
We, who were in London, could not 
but 
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but {mile to fee the Whigs and Fortes 
fail out about the Glory of this Campaign; 
one Side complimenting the other Side ; 
mocking the Duke of M———--— upon 
the great Succefs and glorious Progrefs 
of the Confederates Arms; The 7ories 
jeering, asked the Whigs when they 
thought France would be conquered at 
the Rate of a Bouchain in a Summer? and 
how many Millions of Money Bouchaie 
had coft, more than the Ground it fleod 
on was worth? The Whigs, on the other 
Hand, taunted the Terées with their new 
Schemes for carrying on the War, ask’d 
them, what they thought now of ESPE- 
CIALLY in SP AJN; and whether 
the Duke of A—— or the Duke of 
M were the better Generals? 
upbraided them with the Duke of 2—— 
being as uneafie at ferving uader Count 
Starembergh, as he was before under the 
Duke of 4f#———— ¢. and asked them, it 
he had tran{mitted no Difcontents at the 
Condu@ of that General? They bad 
them caft up the Expences, and ‘ee whe- 
ther the Campaign in Flanders, where 


fomething was got for their Money, was 
not a better Account thar that in Cata- 


lonia, where the Money was ipent, anc 
nothing at all done. 
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We were not behind Hand to farther 
thefe Complaints on both Sides, as Oc- 
cafion offered ; for as our Defign was to 
reprefent the War in fuch Colours, as 
fhould periwade the People to think it 
a Gtievance; fo we concurr'd in all the 
Jefts they made on one Side as well as on 
the other ; nor indeed were thofe mutual 
Railleries unferviceable to our Intereft, 
feeing they mutually difcouraged the 
People in the Affair of the War in gene- 
ral; made them think it tedious and 
burthenfome, and the Notions of Peace, 
which we were foon to introduce, the 
more agreeable and defirable on many 
Accounts. 
lam now come to the fubftantial Pare 
of this Management; ‘The Campaign 
was over, in which, by lofing no more, 
we gained a fufficient Vittory ; the Bxg- 
lifh might fay in as boaftiag a Manner 
as they pleafed, that they had gained a 
slorious Conqueft; the more they boatt- 
ed in fuch a Cafe, the more would they 
be expofed; for even in England the 
People found that the War was very 
litle nearer on End than ic was before ; 
the Frexch Army was whole and un- 
broken, and the Confederates only fo 
much more in Debt than they were be- 
fore 
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But as the King, by the Authority of 
his own Judgment, telolved before, ever 
againft the Opinion of all about btm, to 


make no Steps towards the Meals 


he had defigned, till Things were in" a 
Pofture to his Mind; No, tho’ he runthe 
Rifque of another Campaign, which in- 
deed, as is faid, we were alt full of Ap- 
prebenfions about ; fo now, tho’ our Ap- 
prehenfions were over, the King refolved 
that the Time was now come to begin: 
This fhewed that the King’s Meafures 
were not laid according as the War was, 
or was not prefling, but according to the 
Progrefs of Things ia the Exglifb Court, 
where his Intelligence was punctual and 

exact, and of which he was the bett 
_ Judge. 

The Tories had, as is faid, fixed them- 
felves in the Adminiftration in Evgland, 
and Mr. Al haying carried his 
Point in every Thing, was made Trea- 
furer: But the Oppofition which the 
Whigs made in every Step was great, 
and the certain Views they thought they 
had of plunging the Miniftry into Dif_- 
culties by the War, buoy’d them up 
in that Oppofition; nor was it an im- 
probable Thing, but that they fhouid be 
liable to the fame Miftake, which they 
found it their Intereft to blame the o- 
H 2 ther 


RY 


— 


RE TBH ARNO Ar Om ApS acetone 


ral 


SPREE ASE Tee EE OER TS 


e it) 

i 

i 

fii) 

| 

il 

1} 

"| fi 

. Mh 

t Ih 

} 4 I 
T 
| 


( 116 ) 
ther for; nor was the new Miniftry a 
little embarraffed with the Difficulties 
which the obftinate Refiftance of the 
Whigs brought them into, with Refpe 
to their Credit, and the raifing the ne- 
ceflary Funds for the War: When the 
King faw thele Things, he prefently 
concluded, that NOW was the happy 
Functare, which he had fo long’ waited 
for; and that fince the Engli(h Miniftry 
were threatned by their Knemies with 
being difabled from fupporting the War; 
it was not to be doubted but they 
would accept of having the Glory of 
making an honourable Peace; and 
France had no more to do,but to make fome 
Propofals, that fhould be more particu- 
larly adventageous to the Brztifh Nation 
than ever was offered before. 

The Marefchal 7allard was a Prifoner 
of War in England, but was confin’d to 
an honourable Reftraine in the Country, 
at a Town called Nottingham, about an 
hundred Fegli/b Miles from London. 
But the King having entrufted the Mare- 
{chal with his Meafures, I was ordered 
to go to Nottingham to concert Meafures 
with him, in what Manner to break the 
ice, and how to bring the Miniftry to 


hearken to Propofals of Peace. 
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Tt was an Eyglifh Perfon of Honour, 
who, before this Journey, 1 had found 
Means to have fome Converfation with, 
upon the Subject of Peace and War; 
In the little Conferences we had, the 
following Heads became the Subje& of 
one Evening’s Difcourfe, (for we talked 
often about it.) 

I told him, that we had in France, very 
{candalous Notions of the Eritis the Peo- 
ple of Axgland had in View 1m carrying 
on this War. 

Scandalous Notions! faidhe, Pray, Sir, 
what are your Notions about it ? 

I reply’d, that our Notions were, that 
they did not carry it on upon a Chriftian 
Principle. 

He defired me toexplain my felf 

Your Lerdthip, faid f, will pardonme 
then, if what I fay refleéts on the Augli/h 
Nation. 

He bid me ufe my Freedom, adding, 
that he fhould take nothing ill; Befides, 
faid he, you only relate the Opinions of 
your Country-men, you do not fay they 
are your own, | 

I told him, we thought they ated in 
England, as if they carried on this War 
merely to deftroy ;and to a&t Revenge up- 
on Nations and People, not to obtain the 
Ends they pretended to fight for; and 
H 3 that 
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that this, we thought, was not Chri- 
{tian. | 

He replyed, if it were true in Fad, 
he would grant it was not Chriftian ; 
but, fays he, Z fee no Ground for the 
Suggeftion, 

My Lord, faid I, the Suggeftion is very 
jufl ; for you muft carry on the War for 
meer Glory, to build a Fame tothe Reign 
of your Queen ; or, which would be worfe, 
for the perfonal Ambition of your Gene- 
rals and Officers. 

Ambition do you call it! faid he, 
turning very quick upon me, if you had faid 
for getting of Money to our Generals 
and Officers, I would not have taken 
much Pains to have juftified them, for 
ought | know that may be part of their 
Defien, 

I told him, if I chofe rather to call 
it Ambition than Avarice, it was, that I 
would not fay any Thing difobliging, 
but f included them both in my Meaning. 

Re asked me upon what Foundation 
I charged them with fuch a Thing. 

I told him, becaufe it feem’d evident, 
that they chofe to obtain that by fight- 


ing and fhedding Blood, which, there 


Was no Queftion, might be obtained by 
emicable and Chriftian Methods. 


Then 
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Then I find, faid he, you would lay 
the Beginning of the War at our Decor. 

No, my Lord, faid J, I am not going 
back to Things fo remote; but if the fame 
Things can be obtained by a Peace, 
which you can expect by the War; How 
can you be faid to carry on the War ona 
Chriftian Principle ? 

He told me, this was begging the 


Queftion, for that it did not appear that. 


they could obtain thefe Things by a Peace. 

No, my Lord, faid I, but it appears you 
reject all Offers of Treating, and by that, 
you may be juftly faid to reject all the 
Offers of a Peace; Did ever Nation 
make War before, and fhut the Doors 
againft all Propofals of Accommodations ? 

He told me, I laid my Charge very clote, 
but that he did not fee that they rejected 
all Propofals: There were Propofals indeed 
made, faid he, in Holland, but they could 
be brought to nothing ; 1 know not where 
the Fault lies, fometimes we blame your 
People, and fometimes our own. 

I could cafily fatisfie your Lordfhip, 
faid1, where the Fault lay; and I added, 
that the Ufage we met with there, would 
have broken off any Treaty in the World. 

I differ from you exceedingly, faid my 
Lord, and muft be allowed to think, that 
there was a much greater Compiaint 
made, than there was Occafion given, 
H 4 | 
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{told him, that to avoid Difputes with 
his Lordfhip, I would wave that ; But, 
faid I, muft there then, my Lord, ‘never 
be an End of a bloody War, becaufe that 
Treaty came to nothing ? 

He replyed, thar if the King of France 
were fincer: ly difpofed to Peace, here 
was #0 doubt, but there might be Ways 
found out to have his Propofals hearkned 
to again by the Allies. | 

And I return’d to his Lordfhip, that 
were thofe Ways found out, there was no 
doubt, but the King of France was fin- 
cerely difpofed to Peace: Bur, my Lord, 
faid J, are not all the Doors barr’d againtt 

receiving | ee ofals ? Do they think the 
King will take all the low Steps for a 
Peace that t they feem to fuggeft, even to 
implore it of them ? 

No, indeed, faid my Lord, 1 fee no 
Door barr'd up, any of the Parties con- 
cerned may hear Propofals, tho’ none can 
fairly enter upon any Treaty, without 
the Participation of the Allies, 

i told him, they might legally perhaps ; 
but all the Allies were fo afraid of one ano- 
ther, that none of them cared to meddle 
efpeciall IY faid I, my Lord, you in England 
dare not do it, you would be infulted pre- 
fently, and taxed with cari ying on a fepa- 
rate Treat y with France, the outed Party 

nt no other Handle a eal inft you. 
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There may be fomething in that indeed, 
faid he, but were | fure your King wou! id 
but make an honourable and a pradtica- 

ble Offer, I would conce rn my felf to 
bring the Government to hear it. 

I told him, I wifhed his Lordfhip was 
as able to affure me of the laft, as I wa 
fure of the firft. . - 

Truly, faid he, 1 make the Offer ; be- 
caufe I confefs I am of the Opinion which 
you mentioned before, that to carry on 
the War, when a juft Satisfaction may be 
obtained by a Peace, 1s Boch ite and 
unlawful; But let us be fatisfied, that you 
will make fair and honourable Propofals. 

My Lord, faid J, if your Lordihip will 
concern your felf to have Propofals ac- 
cepted, I will concern my felf to have fuch 
made to you? Bur I fear you promife 
more than you can obtain. 

We broke off this ePcoulls at this 
Point, and f not Bat uainted Monfieur 
Tallard the bree Gf if, vy He King 
himfelf ; who, in Return, ordered me by 
all Means to renew thofe Dilcourfes, an 
if I could introdudé any Thing of a Trea- 

, I fhould foon have ‘further Direétions. 

[t was not many Days, before my Lord 
gave me an Opportunity to fee him again ; 
‘and I could eafily perceive that he ad 
thought what we difcourfed was fo con- 
firable, that it was worth communicating 

to 
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to fome of the great Men then in Bufinefs, 
who had encouraged him to fpeak with 
me again upon that Head: We difcourfed 
long, and entered into many particular 
Debates on the Management of the Jeft 
Treaty, how fevere the Terms, and how 
rigidly infifted upon, Gc. I complain’d, 
that if the Confederates would not treat 
in another and more equal Manner than 
that was, they could not expect any Po- 
tentate wouid treat with them at all ; at 
leaft, not till they were driven to the laft 
Extremity, and to a much ereater Diftrefs 
than they could fuppofe the King of France 
was yet brought to, or he was likely to 
be brought to in many Years; tho’ their 
Succefles fhould continue in the War to 
be as great as before. 

My Lord took up that Cafe fomething 
fhort, and told me, that the People of 
England were very fanguine in the Affair 
of the War; and that they made no Que- 
ftion, by the Superiority of their Forces, to 
compel the King of Frazce to comply with 
all their Demands, and even to accept of 
worle Conditions thagethofe he refufed at 
Ghertruydenbu: gh: He told me, that I 
could not but fee thar we Icft Ground 
every Yearjand that oneTown or two more 
falling thus every Year, the Time muft 
come at lait; avhen there would be nomore 
Towns to take ; and that then it muft be 
difputed in the Field. I 


(123 ) 

ireplyed, but with a great deal of Re- 
fpect, that 1 believed his Lordfhip rather 
{poke the common Sentiments of a Party, 
than his own; Zhat he knew the People 
were taught to fpeak thus, to carry on a 
Defign, rather than that they who in- 
firucted them, believed it themfelves ; 
That 1 thought it was a Difpute, which it 
was needlefs to enter upon, to examine only 
how long the War might laft, and which 
Nation would fooneft be reduced to a 
Neceffity of defiring an End of it; That 
the People of Exgland had Icng been flat- 
tered with the Words, ome Tear more, and 
one Tear more; and yet I left it to his 
Lordfhip to confider impartially, whether 
the French had not rather gain’d than loft 
by the War,fince the refufing the Prelimina- 
ries; That tho’ it was true we had loft Bou- 
chain this Year, which fell by an accidental 
Surprize, anda Finenefs in the Art of War; 
yet, That on the Rhine, we had pufhd the 
Imperialifis to an open Retreat, and had 
lived at the Expence of the Germans all 
the Summer; hat in Spaia, we had won 
a glorious Victory,-furrounded and taken 
all the Exglifh Troops Prifoners, and in 
the Confequence of thofe Defeats, had 
regained that whole Kingdom,and reduced 
the Confederate Army to lie on the de- 
fenfive, and little beter than under the 
Cannon of Barcelona; That we had taken 
LT ortofa 
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Tortofa and Girone, and notleft them any 
Place of Strength, but that Capital, in 
the whole Country of Catalonia; but that 
notwithitanding this, and however, we that 
were French-men were of Opinion, the 
Confederates had as much Reafon to defire 
Peace as we; yet it was manifeft, the King 
of Fraxce did openly defire Peace, if it 
might be had upon equal and juft Conditi- 
ons; But that, as I faid before, 7 thought 
the Confederates purfued the War with an 
unochriftian Temper, being rather willing 
to obtain their End by the Sword, than 
by Treaty: I added, that as the God of 
Fuftice was Witnefs to the Sincerity of the 
King’s Defigns, fo ic could never be ex- 
pected, that Heaven would profper thofe, 
who feem’d to purfue a War, merely for 
the cruel and unjuft Ends of enriching 
one Nation by the Ruin of another; 
That I was perfuaded, if the Queen had 
thefe Things rightly reprefented to her, 
her Majefty was a Princefs of too much 
Humanity, to countenance the carrying 
on a War, when af that could be expected 
by the War, was ready to be given her by 
a Peace ; and that without impoverifhing 
and racking her Subje@&s, without ruining 
their Commerce, and deftroying the Na- 
vigation ; and in a Word, without the 
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Devaftation of War, and the thedding 
of Chriftian Blood: I begged his Lordfhip 
to 


(125 ) 
to confider thefe Things ; and as his Ho- 
nourable Station gave him Opportunity 
to lay thefe Things before the Queen, I 
fhould efteem it greatly my Honour and 
Satisfaétion ; and I believed fo would his 
Lordthip too, if this accidental Difcourfe, 
which had been begun without any View 
or Defign, by an obfcure Traveller and 
Stranger, might be a Means to lay a Foun- 
dation of fo glorious an Event, as that of 
Peace to fo many Nations, who were at 
this Time involved in this dreadful and de- 
ftructive War. i 

His Lordfhip liffen’d to this Difcourfe 
very attentively ; but when I had done, he 
gave me an Anfwer fmiling, which i did 
not fo well underftand the Jeft of, tillfome 
Time: MONSIEUR, fays my Lord, ys 
valk juft the Language of our new Gentlemen 
at Court, you make me fmile to think, that 
either you inFrance have convers'd with them, 
OR, they bave learned from you; | made 
no Reply to this, not feeming to under- 
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there was no Difficulty io great in tac 


Affair of Peace, as that of making aad 
receiving the Propofals ; That és very true, 
my Lord, faid 1, and that is the Reajon, 
why f faid you do nct carry the War on like 
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gdinft Applications of Peace: Nay, my 
Lord, faid I, have not the Confederates ufed 
their Iatereft in all the Courts of Chriften- 
dom, to defire that no Prince fhould offer 
his Mediation 2 Is not this teftifying that 
they refolve to have no Peace? And is not 
this contrary to the Ofage of all Nations ? 

His Lordfhip feemed offended at this, 
and faid, there was no Occafion in the 
prefent Cafe for Propofals ; the King knew 
what the Confederates infifted on, the 
Preliminaries were yet in being, and his 
Majefty had no more to do, whenever he 
really defired Peace, than to fend Word 
to the States, that he accepted the Preli- 
minaries, and the War would immediately 
ceafe ; and if he did not do thus, it was 
him, the Xing, who continued the War, 
not the Confederates, 

Ireplyed, that his Lordfhip knew very 
well, that the Preliminaries, not to {peak 
of the Unreafonablenefs of the Conditions, 
did not fubfift now; that Things were in 
another Scituation, fothat many of thofe 
Conditions wereimpracticable ; That, for 
Example, the Arch-Duke was beaten out 
of Spaiv, and King Philip remained vittce 
rious ; andif it wasnot in the Power of 
France then, to oblige him in two Months’ 
toquitthe Throne, much lefs would it be 
fo now; That the Arch-Duke was now 
declared Emperor of Germany, and there 
was 
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was Reafon to queftion, whetber af the 
Allies would defire he fhould be pofiefled of 
_ the Spani/h Monarchy alfo, which Addition 
would overthrow the Balance of Ezrope, 
| which had been fo much fpoken of-by the 
late Plenipotentiaries; that if the King 
thought it hard, to oblige hisGrand{on to 
quit the Spaaz/b Throne before, he mutt 
needs think it both hard, with Refpect to 
his Grand{fon, and unfafe to his own Kings 
-doms, to do it now; But that there was 
no doubt, but Expedients might be found 
out if a Treaty was fet on Foot, and that 
perhaps, Propofals might be made equally 
fafe for Europe, if a Medium was but 
found out, for the bringing fuch Propofals 
on the Stage. 

His Lordfhip told me, thefe were juft 
the common Topicks of the new Mint 
ftry, who looked as if they were in Con- 
cert with our People of France, to.make 
the treatying eafier than it was. 

[ replyed, if they were willing to make 
Treating eafie to us, they were fo much 
better Chriftians than others; that if they 

~ were in Concert with any of our People, 
I fhould be glad; I only wifhed for the 
common Good of the World, that ours 
were in Concert with them, or with any 
one elfe,that a good Peace might be fettled. 

That is what I wifb as weil as you, faid 
my Lord, ut we fhall all differ about what 
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you call aGOOD PEACE; What is good 
for ove, will wot be thought good for another ; 
you fee they could not agree about it in Holland. 

[ returned, that we might perhaps in 
England for all that. 

But, fays my Lord, your Propofals muft 
be made there. 

But why not in England, my Lord, faid I? 

Nay, lays my Lord, J cannot tell; I think 
any one of the Allies may receive Propofals, 
and communicate them to the reff ; Why do 
ye not make them 2 

Now J had brought it as far as I thought 
was convenient for the prefent, fo I turned 
off that clofe Queftion thus; Nay, my Lord, 
Lam no Minifter of State, Lam but a private 
Gentleman; I only entred into thefe Difcourfes 
by Accidznt, your Lordhip feeming not to 
diflike the Converfation; I wifh I had Inte- 
reft among the great Men on both Sides, 
L would foon bring them together, and 
France fhould make [uch Propofals to al the 
Allies, and to the Queen in particular, ‘as 
fhould be better to England than ever was 
made yet. 

My Lord returned with a great Free- 
dom thus: Monfieur, lam very forry to 
hear what you now tell me; for we were 
gone fo very far, that I verily thought 
you had fome Intereft in the Affair, and 
would at laft produce me a fufficient Au- 
thority to go farther with you; I will 


be 
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be very open with you, I am fatisfied our 
Miniftry would do any Thing that they 
can lawfully, honourably, and convénient- 
ly do, to put an End tothe War; for they 
are fo op oprefled by the Faction of the 
Wh igs, in the carrying it on, that there 
is nothing they defire more : Now if you 
think that your People are enclined to 
make a Propof al for an honourable Peace 

dfuch as may be to the Satisfaction o 
the Allies, and efpecially 
fomething in it advantageous | alan 
] fay, if you are fure of this, and ther 
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more to it than we can at this Diftance 
and if your I Lordthip will give me leave 
to write upon this Subje ct, L will fait 
let you know what Aniwe 
My Lord told me, he would be very gle 
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It iseafier tothink, than todeferibe by 
Words, what.a Satis faction it was te me 
to have’ made on s Step; and I failed not 
to let the King have the full Account of 
every particular, as well asthe Marefchal 
Zallard, to who m TH fent the ne: xt Dav. 
About the Return of the Poft, I tock 
an Occafion to meet my Lord again; and 
he ask ced me if Thad heard any Thing 
further about that Affair; I told him, I had; 
and chine the firft Thing 1 had to ‘ask of 
is Lordfhip was, whether he would give 
me leave to bring into his Company a 
Gentleman who had Credentials fufficient 
*to fatisfy him, that what he faid was with 
Auth mark and might be depended upon ; 
He anfwered me, that he could not exe) 
that birt without Leave of the Queen, 
but thar this was he acknowledged a good 
lvance for fo fhorr a Time on my Part, 
and he wo ts mention it if 1 was willing, 
1 Mark that . were fincere in the De- 
ign; | noi: him, I had but one’Requeft to 
Lordfhip; which was, that he would 
Honour for Coneealing me, 
every one elfe,cill it might be conveni- 
ent toown what they were about; Tox 
need or Ca Apia slate with We, reply red my 
Lord, for that; I would not bavie it know on 
my own Account, for Ten Thoufa and Pound; 
and the fix itr, 1 / na inde. would not fe or ten 
ave my Word for it. 
We 
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or Power, figned by the King’s own Hand, 
and jealed in, Form, empowering me to 
treat in pri wa ate wich any Perfon the Queen 
fhould direct, for the admitting Prepofals 
to be made to her Majefty for a Treaty of 
Peace, and allo to regulate fuch Propofals 
as fhould concern the Queen’s Dominions 
in particular. 

He was greatly furprized when he faw 
this, and efpecially when he knew my 
Name ; and rifing from his Seat, paid me 

the Refpects due to an Amba sffadour. I de- 
clined the Compliment, abfolutely refufing 
the Title of Excellence, &e. and eheek 
his Lordfhip to ufe me ftill as a privat 
Perfon, that otherwife it would deftroy the 
Freedom of our Conferences, and make 
concealing us exceeding difficule, if not im- 
pofiible : ‘He muted a while, Well, fays he, 
then it fhall be fo; then he embraced me, 
and told me with Abundance of Civility, 
that he would treat me as a Friend ; I told 
him, in that he would do me too much 
Honour, but moft certainly affit me moft 

effcétually in the difficule Affair we had be- 
fore us. 

I'then began to difcourfe of Bufinefs ; 
but my Lord told me the re was a Difficul- 
ty in the W ay, that he did not fee bow 
it was poflible to 9 ct OVE ; That is, conti- 
nued he, zt zs impoffib le for me to bring any 


Credentials to you, or any one that will bave 
Gly, 
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any, we are in fuch Circumftances here, that 
no Man dare take any Powers to enter into a 
Treaty on thefe ides 

MM) Lord, {aid 1, that Scruple fhall be 
eafi fly removed, Task ve Ceremony of Creden- 
tials ; we are mot to enter into a Treaty of: 

Peace, but to talk of Methods to introduce 

fach a Thing; yoar Lordfbip viEe be pleafed 
to let me Faow that youdo not act ie om your 

felf, and to doit in {uch a Way as yon. foall 
thin ss fil. 

T will go farther than that, Sir, fays my. 
Lord, Aree introduce you te the ‘a Queen | 
felf, and you [ball fee her Majefiy “diredl ) you 
to me; Will that fatisfy, fays he ; if it will 
not, 7 know not what to fay ? Yes, my Lord, 
fays I, a | 

The next Morning he ap ok me in his 

Coach a Kenfington, “where ws stieve the 

Q Queen went for the Oceiica the Court 

wasnot there ; and where |} as ad the Ho- 

our to kifs her Majefty’s Hand; after 
which; my att {peaking priv tely to the 

Queen, her Maiefty turned about to me, 

and faid, Sir, My Lord ——— bere, dire. 

cing her felf towards his Lord hip, has 
given me an Account of what niga | 0u have 
take en, you may let him hear what you have 
to fay; I bowed, and was going to fay 
omething, tho’ 1 hardly knew what ; but 
her Majefty turned too quick from me 
o my Lord again, fo | flo; wy . my Lord 
1 {poke 
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Ll avoided as carefully as my Bord could 


a @ 3 , 
efire it, the entring into a formal Nego- 
tiation; the chief of our Difcourfe turned 
upon the Method of the making and re- 


ceiving Propofals, fo as to give no Um- 
brageto the Allies ; which, it was eafie to 
fee, they would take upon the firft Ru- 
mours of fuch 1a Thing: I was willing for 
ile to put it to his Lordthip to O give 

me his 's On inion, in what Manner the Mi- 
niftry here would act; But he deelined 
a 7 this he granted me, which 

he faid, was A avoid Ceremony, (viz.) 
That the Court of Great Britain™was as 
fincerely defirous to entertain the Notion 
of Peace, as the King of France was to 
it: and as th e Quee her felf had fee 

me ne her warm Deli: e ae putting a: 
the Calamities of Europe, fo he 
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would not hide it from me, that it was his 
Opinion, that the Miniftry had no other 
Way to fupport their new Engageme nt, 
and carry on the Schemes they had laic, 
but to bring this Treaty to 2 : Conclufion. 
+ 1 replyed, that | was very glad to find 
fuch a good Difpofition in the Britifh 
Court to put an End to the War ; and fince 
his Lordthip had procees ded hitherto in a 
generous Confi dence with ‘me, I fhould 
endeavour to merit the Favour, by all the 
honourable and generous ‘Terms poflible ; 
That I hoped, I need not fay any Thing 
of the fincere Defire which the King had 
to enter ae a far 1 
Allies, the many low Steps his Majeiry 
had taken to bring the former Treaty to 
pals, and the Hi ardih lips which 
mitted to in the carrying it on, 
ed fufficiently that he defire 
more; And as I was fatisfied, his j 
would meet with more honourable Treat- 
ment in Exgland, and sie either they 
would treat wit th him with Refpect, or not 
treat at all; 9 I was commiffioned to en- 
ter with her Viaje efty into fuch a particular 
Agreement, of cret, referv'd Articles, tor 
her own Part, as fhould demonftrate the 
fincere Refpe ah the King my Mafter had 
for ber Ma ajefty’s Perlone and Interett ; 
‘which /fecret PALI being 
Place, until the general Peace was mace, 
[4 could 
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no Injoffice to any of the Allies, 
e King is will ing to give all 
raft ‘can ction, according to the 
mutual Engagements of the Confederacy, 

My Lard replyed, he was aflured that 
if England treated with ws at all, it would 
be with se the Refpect and sood Breed- 
able but he qu eft pe Very 


oy : by 
Spanifh he as a Pela m1 inary. 
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[ anfw red, that it was y Opinion, 
that Cafe had received rk i Tats by 
the Arch-Duke being made Emperor, 
. tz: 


and by King Philip having recovered it 
il cut of his Hands, that it would be 
found at a Treaty, that all the Allie 
would not be of the fame Mind in that 
Article, that they were mn before; Nay, 
that Grea ¢ Britaia her felf would net be 
equally willing to put ‘4 great a Part of 
Europe into one Hand, as the Empire an 
he Spixi/> Monarchy would be, joined ta 
the many King jon as and Countries. al- 
eady pofleffed by the Houfe of Auftria, 
that it much rather concern’d them 
fo prevent it. 

But, faysmy Lord, i will immediately 
occur 10 us, that meither caw it be fafe to 
Europes that the Spanith Monarchy fhould 
be join'd to the powerful Demixions of the 


fLouse. of Bourbon ; avd this our People 


are 
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are already very jealous of; Nay, “ was the 
Reafon for the Beginning of the War 

I replyed, that 1 grant ted all this ; but 
that if then a Medium might be found out, 
by Which Furope night | be fufficiently 


affured that this fhould never come to 


pafs ; and oe: one and the fame Perfon 
fhould never be King of the two King- 
doms at the fae Time; that then a 
firm Peace might be made between the 
Nations, tho the immediate Surrender of 
Spain was not made a Preliminary. 

He told me, if fuch aM feditin could 
be found out, he would be of my Mind; 
but he did not fee how ut was poffible. 

OF the Poflibility, m my Lord, {aid I, the 
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Plenipotentiaries may cine and if they’ 


donot find it pe weed then we have no 
more to fay :#Jn the mean 1 tee, it's a 


Treaty only that we are at prefent upon, 


in which Cafe, I dare venture to grant it 
as a Preliminary, that the King will 
freely, and ona fide, confent to all fuch 
Meafures as fhall appear juft and reafon- 
able, that the Crowns of France aad Spain 
may never be united on the Head of the 
fame Prince. 

My Lord feemed pleafed at this, and 
fmiling, faid, Tou give me now fome View 
0 of a Peace, which tadeed Lnever bade before s 
] grant, if this-can be fecared, the End of of 
the 
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s anfwered s Teo mnfels, 7 was never 
fr gi gui ng g Spain to the He Auftria, 
fince the Be, efent King C harles, (fo he call ect 
Ry was made Exo Iperor; ouly upou this 
Foundatiow, (viz.) that fi was bertgr to 
him, than to the Heoufe of Bourbons baz if 
you can find out aWay to fecure Europe 
from the Conjanction of the two Crowns, the 
End is effeciually anfwered. 

My soft faid i, tho’ Z make no Quefizon 
Juch Meafures may be found ou nee): the 
finding ibem out, or propofing is zs not 
our prefent We rk ; af itis made a Prelimi- 
nary, that is enough for the prefest; if 
after that they cannot adjuft it, we canuot 
help that ; alte we do now ftands for nothing, 

anlefs they ag 

Well, {ays my Lord, pray pat that 

Eicad down in W rit ing ¢ Ldid fo, and he 

carried it away with him, and ‘told me e 
he did not doubt but to bring me a ver 
good Account of it by the next Evening 5 ; 
who he fhewed it to, I know not, but he 
brought the next Evening “a grea bamnany 
Minutes made e upon the Subje eb, fome o 
which he read to me; in which I foun 4 
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pret me vel serientlh to 
with him into the Mea res which are 
tentioned in the Propofsls; bur I told 
hint’ it edi not belong to us, our prefent 
Bufinefs was to fet a Tre aty on Foot, 
not to begin the Treaty it felf; Wed, but, 
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Lord, fays 1, my Zaftrvétions do nor nt 
me to treat ; but if your Lord{hip ¢ dé fires 
to talk in Con ‘letiess I have too ari at ate 
Alfuran ice of your Fuftice, to fer uple patti BY 
all that Confidence in your Edononr, that 
the greateft Freedom of Difcourfe ath for. 

Tellme then, fays he, Do you think the 
Thing you propoled about SPAIN feihble 21 


returned with a Quetti ion, Cas your Lord= 
fhip doubt it? His Lordihip clapt his Hand 
upon the Table, and I think fwore, that 


he could not fie any Thing im’it but 
Renunciations; and that, he faid, was a 
Thing fo contemptible in Envland, that 
the shes common People would hifs it our 
of tt the Nation; every one having in Me- 
mory tiie Pyrencan Treaty, and rhe many 
Ret ‘nuaciations made there, which never- 
thelefs were of no Mo pines the King of 
France being powerful enc ae to ee 
them: Here I cold his Lo rdthniy at f 
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conceived, even from his laft Words, that 
there was a manifeft Difference betweet 
a weak King renouncing his Claim to a 
Strong Kingdom, anda Strong King re- 
nouncing a weak Kingdom. 

This ftartled him again for a while ; 
but after mufing fome Time, he faid, he 
believed if the King of France was refolv- 
ed to have fuch Renunciations take Place, 
it might be in his Power to corfolidate 
them by naming the Heirs, and embark. 
ing all the Confederates in a Guarrantee 
to fupport the Heir in Poffeffion. We had 
a great deal of Difcourfe on that Head, 
and it took us up the whole Evening, but 


. either I made him a Convert to my Opi- 


nion, or he was fo by the Confequences 
ef private Circumftances, for by this 
Time I began to find ‘the new Managers, 
who wereall in the fecret, were impatient 
for fomie Coup d’ eclat, to ftop the Vio- 
lence of the Whigs, who layed clofe Siege 
to them, and begin to grow very {flrong, 
We met again the next Day, and my 
Lord told me, he had ferioufly confidered 
what. we talked of the.Night before, and 
he did not fay buc what I had offered had 
Weight in it, but the Thing was of fuch 
Moment, and it would lie fo heavy on 
the Miniftry, if they fhould make a De- 
mand fhort’ of what was offered before, 
thar 
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that they could rot fupport it; and there 
fore he defired to ask me, if a Treaty was 
granted on thofe Heads, would the King 
give the Queen of Great Britain {ome fuch 
Security that he was fincere, as fhould be 
more than was annext to the laft Treaty, 
and as might be fufficient to juftifie their 
Proceedings to all the Allies; I returned 
to this immediately, that as this was re- 
mote from what we met about, fo I 
hoped he did not expect my Reply in the 
Form of an Agent; he faid, no, no, but 
as a private Converfation; Why then, my 
Lord, faid I, what Security would. you ask 2 
His Lordfhip returned in a Manner, that 
eafily made me underfland he was direct- 
ed; Will ye give us Dunkirk? Give i 
you! my Lord, faid I, bow do you under- 
fland giving it you 2 Give it us asa Pledge 
of the Sincerity of the King’s Intentions: 
How, faid I, again, will you return it 
again after the Peace? Nay, fays my 
Lord, we cannot fay that ; but you may 
give it into our Hands, as a Pledge to 
be difpofed of afterwards, as by the 
Peace, when it is concluded, fhail be di- 
rected. 

Dunkirk, my Lord, faid 1, ts an unva- 
-Jued Treafure, but there is nothing the 
Queen can ask of the King my Ns 
uf 
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na wha r in Dependence upon her Ma- 
efty’s Juftice he will be asia to grant. 

Weil, Sir, faid he, { would have you 
| oe it ifthe King will make a 
of that Value in our Hands, I 
think we tall then have no Beaton to 
: § Sincerity, and. | dare fay, on 


“chin ony of his: Majefly’s Confi- 
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dence in the Quee 1, her Majefty will 
think her felf seid fo contribute: all 
that. inher. lies, co put an Bnd to the 
War, and will lock upon the King as her 
Friend and Allie. 

My ‘Lord, faid 1, as Tam fure there’ is 
nothing on Earth riick “the King my 
RAad 


{ter defires more, than a fini Amity 
her Britaunick Majelty ; 1 dare aflure 
you, without Writing . about it, that he 
will not {cruple to make. tha Sacrifice to 
ref Majef Y, as a Pledge of ei Paffion 
or ber Frien hts and when we. come 
et fer on thofe Things, t thall give 
aig Satisfaétion in ~ that pars 
ticular. 

Tobferved, that when nbs Lordthip had 
gained this Point, hewas fo big with it, 
that he was ibeatiet to be gore 5 and I be- 
heved afterward he went: dit eeny to the 
Queen with it, 

NOW, by this 'T Fine I was. fo well 
acquainted with the..Court, that I hed 
fecret 
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fecret Intelligence of many Paflages, and 
particu! larly [had this Lord watched eve- 
ry Night when he went from me, fo that 
I knew very well who he communicated 
his Proceedings to, and confequently, who 
he concerted Meafures with; and I quickly 
jearned that his Difcourfe to me, though 
he called it private Converfation, was all 
under the Inftructions of a fecret Com- 
mittee of the Managers of that Time, the 
Queen her felf perhaps often prefent; the 
Thoughts of getting Dunkirk into theit 
Hands, 1 found took with the Miniftry 
extremely, as a Thing which would re- 
commend them to the paras ole, and make 
the Peace feem particularly. a sdvantageous 
to England. 

They owned to me afterwards, that it 
was the more grateful to them, as they 
were aflured it would be a Mortification 
to the old Miniftry, who never had an 
Opportunity to ask fuch a aan, or 
even a Poffibili ity of it; all their Demands 
having been made at {econd Hand, by the 
Mini fers of the States General, who would 
be'fo far from asking-fuch a Thi ing, a. 
cially to have: it put into the Hands of 


the Axg/ifh, that if We hed offered it, 


they would not have confented to it, 
but would have infifted to have it gar- 
rifon'd 
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fifon’d, by an equal Number at leaf, of 
their own Troops. 

They were not backward neither, to 
acknowledge that the having Dawkiré put 
into their Hands, was the more agree- 
able to them, as they knew.it would be 
a fenfible Mortification to the States 
General; who, at that Time, they look- 
ed upon as fecretly abetting and fepport- 
ing the Faétion, as they called it, of the 
Whigs againft them. | 

After therefore I had affured them, that 
the King had ordered me to let the Queen 
of Great Britain know, that he would 
make that Sacrifice to the Zeal he had > 
for her Majefty’s Satisfagtion, and to the 
Defire he entertained of entring into a 
{trict Friendfhip with her Majefty and her 
People; I found them in fo good a Hu- 
mour as to every Thing elfe, that I had 
much lels. Difficulty to bring other Points 
to a Conclufion than I expected; and 
particularly from this Time, ¥ found my 
Lord came readily ito the 
Article of the Renunciations, anc the Rea- 
fonablene{s cf keeping Spam out of the 
Handsof the Houte of Auffria; 1 found alfo, 


“that cheArguiments I had uwfed with his Lord- 


fhip, were preiently made the popular Are 
suments of the Towa; from whencel drew 
ieveral inferences tor my private Govern- 


ated oY 
ment : 


C145) | 
ment; Firft, I found by it, that the Mini- 
{try were but indifferently furnifhed be- 
fore with a true Notion of the War they 
were carrying on; and were not forry to 
have fomething put into their Thoughts 
to anfwer the received Opinion of the 
People of Eagland, (viz.) That no End 
could be put to the War, without King 
Philip was dethron’d; which dethroning, 
appearing every Day more and more diffi- 
cult, the putting an End to the War, 
which above all Things was neceflary to 
them, feemed impracticable ; and to fay 
the Truth, this Difficulty embarraffed 
them very much: The Whigs had made 
the carrying on the War fuch a Principle 
in the State, that to talk otherwife was, 
among the People, a Kind of Treafon at 
that Time againft their Conftitution; and. 
it was an admirable Policy in the Whigs 
to do fo ; for had the Miniftry been ob- 
liged to carry on the War Abroad, they 
could very ill have fupported them{elves 
againft the Oppofition they met with 
at Home; And it was upon this Occa- 
fion, that Mr. St. Fobn, at that Time Se- 
cretary of State, when fomething was 
faid in their Parliament concerning fecret 
Councils, to the Prejudice of the Publick, 
openly declared in the Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, that the Miniffry was oppreffed by a 

K . Faction, 
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Fadtion, with defige to make the carrying 
on the War dificult ; and that her Majefty 
was therefore refolued to make Peace upon 
the beft Terms fhe could, that fhe might 
not come again into the Management of her 
own Servants. 

fn the next Place, I found that the 
Miniftry were full of Refentments againtt 
the Dutch; not only for their offering to 
interpofe with che Queen in the Cafe of 
the late Changes at Court, which they 
called an Infolence unfufferable, and med- 
dling with her Majefty’s private Admint- 
{tration; But for their Tampering, as it 
was call?’d, with the publick Affairs of 
Britain, entring into Confidences, and 
keeping Correfpondences with the old 
Minifters, after they were difplaced ; 
{upporting, their Intrigues, and making 
Engagements with them, which, as they 
gave out, they had difcovered ; particu- 
Jarly their prevailing with the Duke of 
M: not to demit the Command 
of the Army; avd I was told, thar they 
pretended to have Intelligence that the 
Dutch had offered Affiftance to the Duke, 
and his Friends, if he fhould find it for 
the Publick Good, to oblige the new Mi- 
niftry by Force to lay down; whether 
they had any Ground for that Sugge- 
ftion, or that they thonght it for their 
SErvicg 
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Service to perfuade the oS to believe 
it, were it true or not, is yet a Secret 
tomoft People: Bur I ave fome Reafon 
to fay the latter was the Cafe. 

But to go back to our Negotiation : 
We were {till upon the Subjeé % of what 
Conceffions aeald be ieee, on the 
King’s Side, not only to fatisfie the Queen 
of his Maielty’s fincere Retoliieion ns for 
Peace, but alfo to juftifie the few Mi- 
niftry in the Meafures they were to 
take for a Treaty, by the Advantage of 
the Offers ; and tho’ all that we did, was 
but in Confidence, and taken ad referens 
dum, yet we went through the Points as 
if we had been Plenipotentiaries empow- 
ered to treat, and conclude every Thing 
we difcourfed of. 

Alfo we were not without our poli- 
tick Steps in this Affair on both Sides ; 
for as I ealily perceived how great an 
Alteration the Offer of giving up Dun- 
kirk to them had made in their Temper ; 
how open, how free, and how ready they 
were to grant on their Side, as it Hh 
in Return for fo generous a Propof al ; 

I failed not to make fome A dvantages of 
it, and improve it to make a Demand 
of fomething to be given us in Return, 
and asan Equivalent: When I firft pro- 
pofed this to my Lord-———---— , -he 
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feemed firuck and furprized, and I eafily 
perceived the Effects of it increafed the 
next Day, after he had communicated it 
to the Qicen ; for coming to mention it 
among other Difcourfes, he told me, I had 
the Art of blowing hot and blowing cold; 
that I gave with the one Hand, and took 
away with the other; That I had made: 
them belicye the King would facrifice 
Dunkirk to her Majefty, as an Affurance 
of his Sincerity, Gc. and thatnow I talked 
of an Equivalent, which he, faid I, knew 
was not in her Majefty’s Power to offer, 
and that it feem’d to him, as if F had 
repented the Compliment that was offer- 
ed, or had found it was too eafily accept- 
ed, and was willing to throw a Diff 
culty in the Way, and render it impra- 
cticable ; that fo we might keep Dunkirk, 
without feeming to break our Word. 

i {cemed furprized at this Explanation 
of my Meaning, which I alledged was 
unkind, and that it fuppofed me to be 
very difingenuous in my Propofals: I 
told bis Lordfhip, that Duskirk was not 
only the ftrongeft Bulwark of the French 
Monarchy, and the Port to a great Part 
of his Majefty’s Dominions ; but had coft 
the King immenfe Sums, as well to 
purchafe it, as to fortifie and improve ir, 
and to put it into the Cendition of one 


of 
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of the ftrongeft and moft important 
Fortrefles in the World; and as his 
Frontiers would be left naked, and his 
Revenues infinitely impaired by the giv- 
ing it up, fo it was but reafonable that 
fome Equivalent fhould be given to his 
Majefty for fuch a Lofs; but I added, 
thar his Lordfhip had no Reafon to fuggefi 
any Thing unkind or uniair, in the Man- 
ner cf my propofing it, and efpecially 
the Explanations which I fhould give ic, 
would fully fatisfy his Lordfhip that no- 
thing could be lefs in my Thoughts, or 
remoter from my Views: That for Ex- 
ample; Faérfé, the Equivalent I propofed, 
I told him, was referr’d to the general 
Treaty, but that the King would imme- 
diately put her Majefty in Pofleffion of 
the Place; Secovdly, That they knew the 
Queen could not give this Equivalent, 
none of the Acquifitions in Flanders be- 
ing in her Majetty’s Pofleflion, but that 
it muft come from the Dutch; and all 
that fhould be expected was, that her 
Majefty would think her felf obliged, to 
ufe herIntereft with the Allies in the en- 
fuing Treaty, to give fuch an Equivalent, 
which there was no:doubr, they would 
comply with, after ic was openly menti- 
oned in the Preliminaries. 
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My Lord was a Man of 
foo much Sincerity, to manage a Con- 
ference of this Kind with any, who 
would take Advantage of thofe Things; 
I could eafily perceive, even in his Coun- 
tenance, the Satisfaction this Declarati- 
on of my Meaning in the Word, an 
Equivalent, pavehim for he had, as he 
frankly told me afterwards, looked upon 
the Treaty as entirely brckea off, and at 
an End upon that Head; and as I placed it, 
he was made perle@ly eafy, forit mattered 
not much, as I perceived, what the Equi- 
valent was, fo long as the Dutch were to 
give it ; and we foon adjufted that Equi- 
valent between our felves to be the City 
of Lifle, and the Towns of Douay and 
Bouchain, or any Alternative for the 
latter, as fhould be determined after- 
wards ina Treaty; as I made this Ad= 
vance upon them, on Account of the 
Fondnefs they thew’d of getting Dunkirk 
into their Hands; fo they were not be- 
hind Hand with me, in taking Advanta- 
ges of the Forwardnefs which I had 
fhewed in fo unexpectedly offering fuch 
a Compliment to the defired Treaty ; 
and my Lord began to enquire, if we 
had nothing elfe to offer on the Account 
of the Negotiations, to the particular 
Intereit of the Queen ; for that ues 
tno 
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tho’ confiderable in it felf, yet was not 
to be looked upon as a ‘Gift to. the 
Queen in Propriety; that the Alhes 
would never be eafie to have it fo, nei- 
ther did the Queen defire it; but that it 
fhould be entirely rafed and deftroyed, as 
what would otherwife create Jealoufies, 
and Uneafinefles, among their Neighbour 
States, and perhaps, fome time or other, 
kindle the Flame of a new War in Europe. 

I replyed, that Dunkirk was fuch a 
Place, and of fuch Confequence, that 
there was no doubt, but the Confederates 
would infift on its being demolifhed ; 
and that it was the King’s Intereft in par- 
ticular to have it be fo ; and that as it 
was on this Profpect, that his Majefty 
confented to part with it; fo it was on 
the Suppofition of this only, that an 
Equivalent could be demanded of the 
Dutch : That tho’, to oblige her Majeity, 
the King was ready to confent to the 
giving it into her Hands whole and entire, 
as it now is, and to Jeave the Time to 
her felf when to demolifh it; yet that 
it was evident, it would nov be for her 
Service, to agree that it fhould not be 
demolifhed at all; That I had propofed 
Dunkirk, asa Teftimony of the King's 
Sincerity in the Propofals, and of bis Re- 
folution to oblige her Majefty, being an 
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Offer of the higheft Nature, and. theres 
fore qualifiedseffe@tually to convince her 
Majefty of both; that I appealed to his 
Lordthip, whether I had not outdone 
even his Expectations, that after fuch an 
Advance, I was furprized to hear his 
Lord{] thip ask me, What ele I had to offer? 
But as this was a Tefti imony that his Ma- 

je(ty could deny nothing her Majefty 
ed Reafon to defire, fo if ‘there was any 
Thing elfe, in. which the King could 
oblige the Queen, if her Majefty pleafed 
to let me know it, I would faithfully 
reprefent it to the King, and did not 
doubt but [ fhould obtain it. 

‘ His Lordfhip anfwered, that there were 
fome private Things the Queen would 
defire, and fome publick; the laft of 
which, he faid, it was reafonable to make 
a Part of the Preliminary Agreement, and 
therefore fhould be mentioned as fuch, 
(vi Ze ) a folemn Recognition of her Ma- 
je iy's Title, and of the Setttement of the: 

€{fion in the Houle of Hanover. 
i ae not but fmile at this Propofal, 
Itold his Lerdthip, thac if her Majefty 
did require thofe. Things for Form. fake, 
they would be eranted in fuch particular 
Ly 
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Manner as her Majelt y fhould dire&; buc 
I defiredto makethis Explanation at ‘leatt 
Terbally, (wiz.) That as his . Majefty 
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was fatisfied the Queen was too juft to 
defire that imaginary Schemes fhould take 
Place, and that we made no doubt, fhe 
would find out Ways and Methods to re- 
{tore the rightful. Heir of her Father to 
his juft Dominions after her Deceaie; 
fo the King my Mafter would confent to 
any fuch Article looking the other Way, 
as might difengage him from the Obli- 
gation of that Agreement, as Occafion 
fhould prefent. 

My Lord returned, that we 
muft talk no Treafon; that the Queen 
could not admit of any Explanations, 
whatever her Majefly’s Iatentions might 
be; That the Succeffion was fettled by 
Ac of Parliament, and their Enemies 
defired no better Handle againft them, 
than to find they fhould omit any Thing. 
in a Treaty which the Nature of the 
Thing called for, towards-a further Secu- 
rity of that Settlement; That as to the 
private Sentiments of the Queen, or of 
any about her, they could fay nothing 
about that: This he faid with fuch an 
Air, as let me underftand that he gave 
afecret Affent to what I had propofed ; 
at leaf, that | had not ipoken fo difagree- 
able of that Part as he feemed to fuggett ; 
But he faid there were miany Reafons aed 
Te 
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he defired 1 would drop that Part of the 
Difcourfe. 

I told his Lordthip, he fhould be 
obeyed, and that I only defired this Ule 
might be made of what I had faics viz.) 
thae it might be remembred’ I had 
given that Caution, with Refpect to what 
might happem hereafter ; and that what- 
ever fhould be agreed on in Publick, it 
might be underltood according to the 
Interpretation I had fpoken of. 

My Lord replyed, that he would remem- 
ber it; upon which, I told him, | did 
not queftion but a Perfon would be fene 
over, in the Courfe of this Negotiation, 
to fet that Matter in a true Light, and 
to give her Majefty full Satisfaction of 
what Views the King had of that Kind 
before him; for that | was fure, his Ma- 
jefty would refolve to take no Meafures 
without fitft acquainting and confulting 
her Majefty, and directing all Things 
according to her Pleafure. 

Well then, faid MY LORD, /et as 
talk no more of it now; when that Treaty 
begins, I {hall defire that I may be uo 
Plenipotentiary. 

Upon this we wav'd the Difcourfe for 
the prefent, and I told my Lord, that as 
to her Majefty’s Title in Poffeflion, the 
King 
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King had ordered me to acknowledge 
it in Form, and to aflure the Queen, 
that he would be Guarrantee for her 
quiet Pofleffion with his utmoft Force, 
and with all his Power, and leave it upon 
his Succeflors to do the fame; and fhe 
had no more to do, than to order it to be 
inferted in the ftrongeft Manner poffible. 
My Lord defired f would put it into 
Writing, which I did in the very Words 
which were afterwards publifhed, and 
called the Preliminaries; (viz.) That he 
will acknowledge the Queen of Great Britain 
in that Quality; he preffed me to add the 
other, which I declined for fome Time, 
but afterwards did, tho’ in the moft am- 
biguous Terms ; thus, (viz.) As alfo the 
Succeffion of that Crown, according to the 
PRESENT Settlement; He would have 
had me added, on the Houfe of HANO- 
VER; but this T intreated him not to 
defire of me, and told him, I could by 
no Means be concerned in it; fo he in- 

fifted no more on It. 
We returned then to the Difcourfe of 
other Branches of the Queen's publick 
Demands; But I entirely prevailed with 
him to let nothing more be mentioned in 
Publick: At firft I cold him, that the 
acknows 
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acknowledging the Queen and the Set: 
tlement, and the giving up Daskirk, with 
a Declaration that all the reft of the Al- 
lies dhould receive Satisfaction in their 
reafonable Demands at the Treaty, was 
enough to convince her Majefty of the 
King’s upright Intentions, and were in 
themfelves Preliminaries enough, at leaft 
for us to talk of; adding, that if more 
were found convenient, we might refolve 
them afterward. 

I then asked his Lordfhip, if he would 
pleafe to communicate his Thoughis to 
me upon any further Demands which 
the Queen had to make, and that we 
might difcourfe on them ftill in Confi- 
dence as before; He told me, he would 
communicate fome to me, but that there 
were fome Things, which he would not 
mention, all he had further Inftrudctions. 

He told me, that hitherto Axgland had 
acted the generous Part in all the Trea- 
ties that had been made, .and that the 
Allies had thought fit to let her do fo, 
without fhewing any Concern for her 
Intereft, as:if che Queen had no Intereft 
of herown to purlue; or that the Allies 
had no Intereft to look after but their 
own: That the Miniftry, tho’ it was 
not only Juftice to the Queen, and doing 
their 
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their Duty to their’ Country, but it both 
recommended them and the Treaty alfo to 
the whole Nation ; that fomething fhould 
be ftipulated for the Honour and Advan- 
tage of Great Britain, and that particu- 
larly refpecting. her Commerce, and the 
Increafe of her Naval Strength, and Fo- 
reign Dominions: His Lordfhip ftopp‘d 
here a while, as if he expétted I fhould 
fay fomething to it; but I defired him 
togo on, and if he pleafed, to defcend to 
- Particulars. 

He faid, he would give me an Abftract 
in Writing of what he had digefted as 
proper for the Queen to demand; but 
that he would be fo juft to me, as to let 
me know what was his own Thoughts 
only, and what was the Opinion of other 
People; for be would always tell me 
plainly, what he faid of himfelf, and what 
he was direted to fay; upon this, he 
pulled out two Schemes, and put them 
into my Hands. 

{took them; but before Thad opened 
them, I told him, that as } took thefe 
as private Papers, only to perule for my 
own Obfervation ; fo he could net expect 
He and I fhould debate them, for that 
would be to enter upon the Negotiation 
directly; Wed, faid my Lord, bur we may 
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talk over thema little: 1 told him, I did 
not know whether it might be proper for 
us to go fo faror not; But this I would 
do with his Lordfhip, Cviz.) That when 
I had read and-confidered the Demands, 
} would draw up Heads of a Propofal on 
our Part, for himto make the fame Ufe 
of, as Idid of his Papers: This fully fa- 
tisfied his Lordfhip, and thereupon I 
opened both his Papers, which I found 
Docketted thus. 


On theOne. _ Propofals given me 
by the Queen, but written by Mr. 
S own Hand, tobe fhewn to 
the Frenchman, 


On the Other. My own Scheme of 
Demands for England. 


The firtt Paper was as follows: 


r. That Reflitution be made of 
all that has been taken from the 
Englifh> in America during the 
whole Courfe of the War, and 
a Compenfation in Money, for 
the Lofs at Nevis, and St. Chri/fo- 
pher’s. 
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2. That Newfoundland be entirely 
given up, and the Frexch not 
permitted to carry any Fifh on 
the Shore of that Ifland. 


3. That the Ilands, commonly 
called the Cazaries, fhall be de- 
livered to the Anglifh entirely, 
with the Sovereignty thereof. 


4. That the City and Forts, 
Harbour and Puntals of Cadiz, 
fhail be always garrifon’d by 
the Anglifh; the Civil Govera- 
ment, Cuftoms, and other Reve- 
nues, to remain to the King of 
Spain, except 300000 Pieces of 
Fight yearly, to difcharge the 
Pay of the Garrifon, the Expence 
of the Magazines, and the Re- 
pair of the Works; and that in 
lieu thereof, Gzéra/tar be given 
back to the King of Spaén. 


5s. That a free Trade be sranted 
for the Englifh, to the Spanifh 
Weft Indies. 
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6. That the Cuftoms upon Exgli/h 
Manufactures. in Spain, be afcer- 
tained and reduced. 


The fecond Paper, confifting of more 
moderate Demands, and which my 
Lord acknowledged to me to be his own, 
was as follows. 


Heads of Conditions to be propofed 
i to France on the Side of Great Britain, 
it in Cafe of a Treaty. 


x, That the whole Ifland of St. 
a Chriftopher’s, be put into Po 
it feflion of the Queen of Great Bri- 
| taim, in Sovereignty ; faving ne- 
Lak. 3 verthelefs the Property of the 
We ae Inhabitants, who fhall become 
ie Subjects of the Queen of Eng- 
fy i land, and fhall be allowed to ftay 
ne or depart, fell and purchafe, as 
| they fee fit. 


2. Taat the whole Tfland of New- 
foundland, be put in Pofleffion of 
the Queen of Great Britain in 
Sovereignty, and the French en- 

ty tirely probibited carrying their 

ee i Fifh on Shore in any Part thereof. 
any 3. That 
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3. That all that has been taken in 
America during the War, except as 
above, fhall be reciprocally refto- 
red, and Prifoners releafed, except 
Slaves, which are efteem’d as Mer- 
chandize. 


4. That the Ifland of Minorca, with 
the whole Forts, Caftles, Har- 
bours and Ports, efpecially Port 
Mahon, be given to her Majefty in 
full Propriety and Soveraignty for 
ever. 


5. That the Town of Gibraltar anda 
certain extent of Land, not exceed- 
ing three Miles without the Works, 
remain to the Queen, cs. 


6. That certain Conditions fhall be 
entred into, with needful Privi- 
leges for the Exglifb Merchants, to 
Contra& with the Spaziards for the 
Afciento, or Trade to America in 
Negroes, with fuch a limited Trade 


~ » q 
to America as fhall be agreed. 


I tald his Lordfhip, on reading his 


two Papers, That his own was much 
the more Reafonable, and Pratticable 
of the Two. He Anfwered, he did not 
fee but they were both Practicable, if 
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the King of France thought fit to grant 
them; but that the Improbability of 
that had reftrained his Thoughtsin fe- 
veral Demands that he had confidered.* 


Itold his Lordfhip I thought they had 
given their Thoughts a full Latitude, 
who had contrived the firft Paper, and 
that I hardly knew what more they 
could think of that had the leaft fhew 
of Reafon in it, or which they could 
defire we fhould Grant. 


Yes, faid my Lord, I know feveral 
Things we could.ask, and which would 
be very ufetul tous. Wecould demand 
you fhould quit to us the French Colo- 
ny at Canada, and the Fortrefs of Que- 
beck, which is a ‘Thing makes all our 
Northern Colonies very uneafy: We 
could demand the Ifland of Martizico, 
and all, your Settlements at St. Chri/to- 
phers, or any where elfein America,where 
you daily give great Difturbances to our 
Commerce, and a great many other 
things. I told his Lordfhip it’s true, 


_ they might demand what they pleated; 


buc there was no Pretence for it, and 
that which could not reafonably be De- 
manded, it might be faid it could not 
be demanded at all. 

How- 
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However, to make my Promife good 
to my Lord, I took the Pen and Ink, 
afid began to write as if I had been an 
Englifhman, Thus, 


_ Heads of Demands oa the Part of 


Great Britain, iz cafe they make a Peace 
with France. 


r. That the whole Ifland of St. Chri- 
fiophers be put into poffeffion of the 
Queen of Great Britain in Sove- 
raignty; faving neverthelefs the 
Property of the Inhabitants, who 
{hall become Subjeéts of the Queen 
of England, and fhall be alowed to 
itay or depart, fell and purchate, as 
they fee fit. 


2. That the whole Ifland call’d Terra 
Nova be rettored to the Engli(h in 
Soveraignty, but giving the French 
leave tocarry their Fifhon certain 
Places in the Ifland, fuch as fhal] 
be ‘agreed on. 


3. That all that has been taken in 
America during the War, except as 
above, fhall be reciprocall y reftored, 
and Prifoners releéa ted,except Slaves, 
‘whichare efteem’d as Merchandize. 


4. That the Ifland of Minorca, with 
the whole Forts, Caftles, Harbours 
L2 and 
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and Ports, efpecially Port Mahon, 
be given to her Mayjefty in full Pro- 
priety and Soveraignty for ever- 


s That the Town of Gibraltar and 
a certain extent of Land, not ex- 
ceeding three Miles, without the 
Works, remain to the Queen, oe. 


- When I prefented this Paper, I told 
him his Lordfhip might fee that I took 
his Demandsto be the moft Reafonable, 
and that I took my rife from the Aim he 
gaveme: But why thea, faid he, do you 
leave out the Article of the Spanifh Trade’ 
Our People will be very fond of that Part. 


told him I would fully fatisfie his 
Lordfhip in that Point, That as to the 
Propofal in the firft Paper, it was evi- 
dent it was not propofed with Judg- 
ment; for that, fhould it be granted, 
it would immediately put the World 
into Confufion, for the Spaniards would 
never fuffer King Philip to grant.i1t at. 
all; the Dutch would never fuffer the 
Exglifo to enjoy it exclufive, and the 
French could never agree to let the Datch 
have it, and fee themfelves fhut out: 
So that to propofe a Free Trade to the, 
Spanifh Wejt-Indies, would not depend 
upon France to grant; but a 
p- 
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Oppofed by even the Confederates them- 
felves, and create jealoufies and unea- 
fineffes among all the People of Europe, 
andasto his Lordfhip’s Articles of fe- 
perate Agreements with the Spantards, 
it was a Matter of private Interelt, 
which would be proper to be moved 
when the Treaty was entred upon, and 
Idaretofay the King of France would 
not oppofe it. 


All this while we had been only in 
Confidence, difcourfing of4vhat might, 
or might not be the Subject of a Treaty, 
when fuch a Thing might be fet on Foot; 
but we had not fo much as named the 
Manner of introducing a Treaty, which 
was the main Thing I came about, and 
which I watch’d an occafion to begin, 
and thought I had found it now; fo i 
moved it tohim. When his Lordthip 
gave an Anfwer, which ! did not ex- 
pect, hecaufeI never thought that the 
New Miniftry in Ezgland had been in 
any apprehenficns of being depofed by 
Force. My Lord turning fhort to me 
faid, Pray Sir adjourn that a little fur- 
ther, I have fomething of Moment to 
mention ftill, before 1 can give you an 
Anfwer, whether we can treat with, 
you ornot, and thisT mutt do upon the 


utmoft aflurance of Secrecy. My Lord, 
L 3 faid 
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faid I, The Honour the Keng has done me, 
in the Trust now repofed in me, Qualifies 
me toexpect your Lorafbip will beliewe me to 
be C Homnus pe PA, I affure you not a 
Word of what you {ball think fit to Commu- 
wicate to me, hall go out of my Mouth, 
but to the King himfelf. 


Upon this he told me he would. open 
himfelf ina Cafe which was of the laft 
Confequence, and perhaps very few, 
if any, were yet let into it, except the 
Queen andghimfelf, and it was this, 
viz. That the Whigs were fo infolent ° 
in their oppofition to the Queen’s 
Meafures, that it was not without 
fome Reafon, that her Majelty had 
entertained a Notion, that they would 
fome time or other attempt to force 
her into their own Meafures; in 
which Attempt they were but too 
certain of Foreign Affiftance, and too 
many of them having Commands in 
her own Armies, might perhaps at- 
tempt to employ her own ‘Troops a- 
gainit her; prefuming upon their Cre- 
“dit with the Souldiery, and reviving 
* the old Rebellious Fanatical Notion, 
© of taking up Arms againft the Authority 
© of the Soveraign, but uot againft her 
* Perfon: That as this was no trifling 
* Thing, and her Majeity had reafon to 

“.* Dpehieve 


( 167 ) 
“ believe fome confiderable Hands were 
embark’d init, there was juft Reafon 
to fuppofe, that upon the firft Ru- 
mours of a Treaty being on foot with 
France, they would make fome, taking 
fuch a thing for a popular Handle, 
and a Pretence fufficient to juftity what 
ever Violences they might offer to the 
Miniftry. 
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‘ That the Queen had already taken 
‘ Meafures to blow up fuch a defign, 
‘ and to Support and Defend her Ser- 
‘ vants in the Execution of her Com- 
‘ mands, and would in a very little time 
‘ fopurge the Army and Fleet, that fhe 
* would have no Man in any confidera- 
* ble Command, but fuch as might be 
‘ depended upon: Bas that, as fuchi 
‘ things could not be made too {fecure, 
* foit was-not an improper Queftion to 
* ask him, éf they might rely upon [ach Af- 
fiftance, upon any emergency as fhould 
fupport the prefent Miniltry in the pur- 
fuitof their Duty, tho’ fuch an incident 
fhould occur as the Surprife of the 
Queen; and that her Perfon, which God 
forbid, fhould be hurried from them, 
her Majefty being refolved to leave fuch 
Tnftructions under her Royal Authority, 
as fhould juftify the Minifters, even in 
difobeying any Orders which fhould be 
ee Ct me iffued 
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iffued in her Name, or even under her 
own Hand, unlefs fhe was at full liberty 
to come and go where fhe pleafed, and 
that no appearance of reltraint was 
upon her. 


I was really furprifed at this Motion, 
and I tock the freedom to aflure his 
Lordfhip, that in fuch a horrid Cafe, 
which I told him, yet hoped, they need not 
be apprehenfive of, they might depend 
upon it, that the King would ftand by 
her Majefty, or her Servants, with all 
his Forces; andI gave him my Word, 
that beforeany thing was entred upon, 
and as foon as [had had but a little Con- 
verfation with his Lordfhip on the man- 
ner of Introducing a Treaty, 1 would 
return to France, that Lmight Commu- 
nicate that Point to his Majefty Perfo- 
nally, and would Charge my felf with 
his Anfwer, which I made no doubt 
would be to his: Satisfaction, and that 
fuch Meafures might be taken as would 
effectually make her Majelty eafy on that 
Subject. 


My Lord appeared very well fatisfied 
with what I had faid upon that Head, 
and told me, he made no Queftion, but 
in a little time they fhould beina better. 
Fofture, and that the Queen would let 

| the 
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che Whigs know, what it was to go about 
co make her uneafy o# the Throne: That 
ic was never known, that Subjects not 
in actual Rebellion, oppofed the Mea- 
fures of their Soveraign fo avowedly, 
and with fo much open Infule ; That ic 
was impoffible Men of Senfe could act 
in the manner that fome of them acted 
in, if they were not encouraged to it 
by fome Perfons of a greater Power than 
themfelves; That her Méajelty was 
treated by them with the moft unfut- 
ferable indecency, and her Miniftry with 
the laft Contempt: That fome had o- 
penly threatned the ‘Treafurer with 
the Refentment of the Succeffor, and 
others had been /o opew, as to {peak plain- 
ly, that they would take other Meatures 
when the Duke of Marlborough came 
home: That it was time to make Pro- 
vifion for their own Safety, and to put 
the Queen ina Condition to refent fuch 
Treatments, and to Protect her faithful 
Servants; otherwife no Gentleman 
would venter to Serve, and ihe would 
fall into the Hands of the fame People 
again, which of all things in the World 


was her greateft Averfion. 


I replyed, that as they had notice of 
fuch things as thefe, they could not 
want means to prevent them; and I 
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need not remind him what courfe other 
Princes had taken on fuch like Occafions, 
and repeated again the Promifes of 
powerful Affiftance from Frazce, if her 
Majefty’s Affairs fhould require it ; con- 
cluding, that fuch an Affair, as that 
ought not to be neglected, but was of 
the higheft Confequence to begin ear- 


ly with. 


He anfwered, the Queen relyed on 
the Vigilance of the Treafurer who, as 
his Intelligence was good to difcover 
thefe things, and that he was already 
Matter of fome of their moft fecret 
Confultations; fo he went on fo fteady 
in his Meafures, that he met them at 
every turn, work’t thro’ every diffjcal- 
ty with an intripi’d Courage, and 
unexpectedly defeated them in every 
Attempt they made; but he faid their 
Conttitution was fuch in Exgland, that 
no Force could be ufed till fome Violence 
was offered ; on the other fide, that in 
order to prevent their Enemies, they 
had begun to break feveral Officers, and 
calmly difmift others whofe Paffion had 
been too warm for their Difcretion, and 
that as foon as the Duke of Marlborough 
came home, his Commiffions wou’d be 
fuperfeded, and he would be laid by; 
not that they could believe the Duke 
was 


52) 
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was capable of any thing fo ‘Difloyal, 
as fome had fuggefted, yet as other 
People boy’d themfelves up with his 
Name, and depended upon the Influence 
which he had in the Army, and among 
the People, it was abfolutely neceflary 
to reduce him to a private Condition, 
to humble thofe who had folly enough 
to expect things from him, not fit to be 
Nam/’d : That if the Duke was hardly 
treated in this, it muft be efteem’d 
a Misfortune, brought upon him by the 
ill Conduct of thofe, who would be 
thought his Friends, feeing fome of the 
General Officers in the Army had al- 
ready publickly affronted the Queen, 
drinking openly to the Confufion of 
the New Miniftry, and pretending 
to ftand by their General the Duke of 
. Marlborough. 


I fmiled when I heard this, and az- 
fered, that had this been in the Armies 
of the King my Mafter, thofe Gen- 
tlemen had had little more to do, than 
to ask the way tothe Baftile, and fend 
for a Prieft to Confefs them. That if a 
due fubordination was not preferved, 
Government was deftroy’d of Courfe. 
That I would not enquire into the Laws 
and Ufage of Ezglazd, but I had ferved 
in the Field when I was a younger 


Man, 
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Man, and I never faw any thing’ of a 
difrefpe&t to the Sovereign pais un- 


‘ refented in the Army in my Life : 


That Kings and Queensif they lofe their 

Power to punith infolence in their Mil- 

litaryMen, they became from that Mo- 

ment dependants upon theic own Ser- 

vants, and cannot any more be called 

Sovereigns ; I added, that I could not- 
believe the Queen of Great-Britatz 

wanted means to make fuch Men know 

themfelves, or wanted Council to dire&t 

the Methods proper to proceed by in 
fuch Cafes. That Iwasvery glad her 
Majefty had taken fuch Vigorous Refo- 
lutions, and that my Lord Treafurer 
fhewed himfelf to be a Man of Council, 
in ftriking at the Root, for that nothing 
was more certain than that the Head of 
a Faction being removed, the Confe- 
quences were quicker and more eftectu- 
ally upon the reft. 


I would fain have informed my telf, 
who the Government had fixed their 
Thoughts upon, for the Command of 
the Army after the Duke of Marlborough 
fhould be removed ; for it wasa thing 
of great Confequence to aurAffairs ; but 
{could not find an Opportunity to men- — 
tion it, being unwilling in my Conte- 

rence 
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rence with this Noble Perfon, to fhew 

the leaft fign of a defire to get Intor- 

mation of things; for as he dealt with 

me from the beginning with great plain- 

nefs and fincerity, I contented my felt 
with what Difcoveries came naturally 

from the reft of his Difcourfe, which in- 

deed were not few, but which if I had 

feemed forward to enquire, would have 
been reftrain’d. 

I failed not that very Evening to 
difpatch a Courier to the King, with 
this Piece of News, which I knew would 
be very acceptable; I mean of the Re- 
{olution taken to difplace the Duke of 
Marlborough, felicitating his Majeity up- 
on an Event-which could not but be 
fruitful of many Advantages to his In- 
tere(t; and tho’ I found, that it would 
be fometime before chis Refolution 
would be putin Execution, yet, as I 
could eafily forefee that their own Cir- 
cumftances would oblige them to-do it, 
and that already the Breach was {fo 
wide between them, that there was no 
danger of it being ever made up, but 
by the fall either of one Party or other, 
I was the lefs' concetn’d for the time; 
nor was it fo’ much ‘material to us 
upon the Account of who fucceeded' in 
" that 
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that high Poft, as it was on the Ac- 
count of its lefs’ning the Confidence 
Which the Allies had placed in him, as 
to Management of the Army, and in- 
deed of all other Affairs, whereby 
Great-Britan being as it were placed at 
the Head of the Confederacy, they 
were brought to aét, net feparately 
and flowly, as formerly, which was the 
very thing that Conftantly gave our 
King the Advantage over them; but 
Vigroufly. and united as one Body of 
which, the Duke a Politick, a Fortunate 
Man, being General of the Dutch Ar- 
my as well as of the Exglifb, was the 
Millitary Head. 


Itstrue, I had the Misfortune to give 
the King a wrong guefs at rhe Man who 
was to fucceed, which I took from the 
talk ofthe Town, (I meanthe Duke of 
Argile) but asI did not give his Majefty 
that Account as a Thing done, but only 
reported, fo this was known that it was 
no more than he pufh’d for, and ex- 
pected,and was Irreconcilably difgutted ; 
for being deny’d it, and the King was 
the lefs concerned at my Miftake, be- 
caufe when I had an Opportunity to 
rectify it, the Perfon who was next 
named, was fo much more agreeable 
to his Majelty, and gave him ftill fo 
much 
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much greater hope from the Change, 
as he had made a Confidence to me; 
of the Concern they were in about the 
Duke of Marlborough, and the Violent 
Meafures of the Whiggs; fo I told him 
I muft Communicate fome Thoughts 
to him, which concerned the King of 
France, and I hoped they would have 
the fame Confideration for his Majefty’s 
Interett, as they found his Majefty was 

-Tready to have for theirs; that they faw 
the inveterate Fury of fome Men in 
the World, again{ft that Glory which 
they never had Opportunity to match 
before, and how fome Men were wil- 
ling to pufh the War to Extremity in 
hopes by the Deftruction of Kingdoms, 
and thedding Blood to enrich and Ag- 
grandize themfelves, that his Majefty’s 
Defigas were fincerely tovreftore Peace 
to the World, and that not more for 

_Apprehenfions of the Fate of the War, 

in which it was apparent, he had been 

the fuperior for I'wo Years paft, altho’: 
it was true, he had fuffered loffes be- 
fore, but that the Calamities of Earope 
called for fome Relaxation, that the 

Sword might not devour for ever, tho’ noe 

thing was more agreeable to his Ma- 

jefty, than to find the Queen entertain 
the fame Sentiments of Peace; and that 
her Majelty’s good Difpofitions for put- 
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ting an end to the War, had the fame 
Reafon and Foundation: That ic might 
not therefore be in the Power of the 
Allies to fruftrate their good Defigns,His 
Majeity propofed this as aSecret Article, 
(viz.) That after the Conditions re- 
{pecting her own Dominions are yielded 
and agreed to, it fhall be mutually en- 
deavoured to give reaionable Satisfacti- — 
on to the Demands of all the Allies, 
of which reafonablenefs, his Majelty 
is content the Queen fhall be the fole 
Judge and Arbitrefs, and which if ac- 
cepted, the Peace will according to 
the Delire of both their Majefties, be 
General and Univerfal , but that if the 
Allies fhall refufe to accept of fuch Sa- 
tisfa@tion as her Majefty fhall Judge to 
be reafonable, and fhall abfolutely re. 
fufe to put an end to the War, that 
then and in fuch Cafe, her Majefty will 
withdraw her Forces from the Allies, 
and declare the Confederacy fo far at 
an end, concluding the Peace on the © 
Conditions agreed on for her felf, and 
for fo many of the Allies as fhall ac- 
cept and come into the fame within 
20 Days after; and this his Majelty 
Confents fhall be a fecret Article. 


His Lordfhip, told me, he faw no- 


thing in this but what was highly rea- 
fonable, 
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fonable, and he would reprefent it ac- 
cordingly to the Queen. 


We had now gonethro’ every thing 
it was defir’d we fhould talk of in 
this manner; and I beg’d his Lord- 
fhip that he would give me fome light 
into the main Difficulty which I had 
before me, (viz./ how I fhould make 
any Propofal to the Miniftry; but I 
was very much furpriz’d, when his 
Lordfhip told me. it was impoffible. 


I know not how it came about, nor 
how they manage their Affairs in Exg- 
land, but certainly the Whigs had their 
Spyes nearer the Queen’s Perfon, and 
Councils, than thefe Men imagin’d ; 
for however, they gave me ail the Cau- 
‘tions imaginable; and that on my fide, 
there was not the leaft poflibility that 
any Sufpicion could happen, yet fome 
how or other the thing took Air; either 
the Jealoufy of the Whigs lead them to 
fufpect ir, or they charged the Miniltry 
with it upon a Prefumption; or they 
found by the frequent fecret Meetings 
of fome. particular Perfons with the 
Queen; that fomething extraordinary 
was doing, and fo they guettat the reft, 
or the ting it felf was betray’d to them 


by one of thofe who was intrulted ; 
M how- 


Wat (i) 
Me 


ap rea me ar a ae SEFC P OFS OTT SEER SERS PE eS en ree SS 


Sse 


7 if Sere li 


* 


(178 ) 
however it was, I fay, the thing took 
Air, and as the Whigs induftrioufly im- 
proved the Time, it was ina Moment 
{pread over the whole Kingdom, that, 
the New Miniftry were carrying on a pri- 
vate Negociation with France. There 
wanted not People alfo, who daily 
{pread the Report, with fuch Conf- 
dence, as if they had been privy to eve- 
ry Step that had been taken, tho’ that 
they had any fcent of the thing ic felf 
as it ftood, I never faw Caufe to be- 
lieve. But certainly there is not a 
Nation in the World like England, for 
impofing on the People with falfe Ru- 
mours, nor a People eafier to be im- 
poied upon, even by things which have 
not the leaft probability, and indeed by 
fome that are fcarce rational. 


This was the Reafon why when I 
came to difcourfe with my Ld 
abour the manner of Introducing a 
Treaty to the Miniftry, he anfwered, 
that ic was impoffible? What then have 
we been doing my Lord, faid 1, avd what 


ave we farther to do; I profefs, fays he, 


I know not what to fay to one or other; 
and therewith 4e told ‘me, how the 
thing was blown, and how it was in 


the Mouth of every one already, that 


they were making a feperate Treaty 
with 
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with France; that there were private 


Agents here from the King of Frazce ; 
and in a Word, that the Treaty was 
concluded, and that they had made a 
feperate Peace. 


Would to God, my Lord, faid I, they 
were not miftaken who fay fo, T added, that 
I knew nothing would be more for the 
Service of Europe than that z# were done, 
neither could any thing be more for 
their Advantage who report it; how- 
ever they might think they infule the 
Queen by the Rumour; and {peaking 
with fome Warmth, I faid, jou have 
nothing to do, my Lord, bat to go thro’ 
with it, that they may find their Account, 
and rejoyce in that very thing which they 
pretend to complain off. 


You do not know our People, Sir, fays 
my Lord, they would cat oar Throats juft 
now, if they could come at the Knowledge 
of fach A Lhing. 


{ was very much concerned at his 
faying this, 4azd ask’d him what was 
.to be done. 


He anfwered, that they muft put all 
toa {top for the prefent, and the Queen 
amuit publickly difown fuch a Thing, 
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by aformal Speech to the Parliament, 
declaring that fhe never intended, and 
was refolved not to make a Seperate 
Peace, orany Peace atall, but in Con- 
junction with her Allies. 


I reflected on this occafion with fome 
Concern, upon the miferable Conditi- 
on of Princes who Govern by the Ad- 
miniftration of Contending Parties, and 
are made to Speak, whether true or 
falfe, what the Heads of thofe Parties 
Dictate; ow this way, mow that way, 
and make all they are thus taught to 
fay, pafs as the refule of their own 
Thoughts, and agreeing with their own 
Judgment, which at the fame time had 
bona fide no Concern in it whatfoever. 


However, in this Cafe, they had ma- 
ny ways to folve what the Queen was 
to fay, as (1) This putting a real Stop 
to our prelent Negotiations, juftified her 
Majetty’s faying there was no feperate 
Treaty on foot. (27 That part of what 
we had Propofed, vz. That ina Treaty 
Satisfaction fbould be givento all their Al- 
lies, fupported her Mayefty i# faying, that 
fhe would do nothing but ia Participa- 
tion with all her Alltes. 


Whe- 


4 
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Whether they ever put the Queen 
upon faying thefe Things, either to her 
Parliament or Council, or otherwife I 
have not Obferved; perhaps the Con- 
fternation wore-off in fome time, but 
it’s certain, they were very much alarm- 
ed at the Difcovery of a Secret Negotta- 
tion; the rather, becaufe they began to 
look on one another with a kind of Jea- 
loufy, which I know not how to di- 
{cribe; as every one was ready to charge 
the other with having betray’d the Se- 
‘cret, which notwithftanding all that 
was faid, [have Reafon to believe; was 
never difcover’d at all; avd the rather, 
becaufe that when fome time after this, 
a Perfon, who they had Confidence 
enough in, to fend over into France, 
to fet the Affair at work again, began 
to difcourfe about thefe things at Pari, 
icappeared that Perfon had no know- 
ledge of what had pafled, or that any 
Perfon had been in Ezgland on the fame 
Subject. He knew it feems, that tome- 
ching had paft between the King and 
the Englifh Court, but nothing at all of 
the manner, or of the Perfons concerned. 


I was now ata full ftop for fome Time, 
for the Miniftry in Eagland were very 
uncertain in their Refolutions, and of- 
ten times difconcerted in their Meatures, 
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being embareffed with the Divifions a- 
mong their People, and the ‘Inflamati- 
ons which their particular oppofers 
raifed againft them. 


Two things fupported them. (1) The 
{teadinefs of the Queen, guided by her 
own averfions to fome of the other Peo- 
ple, and efpecially by her Refentments of — 
the Affronts, which it was faid had been 
offered her by fome of the Women about 
her Perfon, and (2) the moft exquifite 
Management of the Treafurer, who be- 
ing now abroad again, after the Indifpo- 
fition, occafioned by the Wound he had 
received from Count Gai/card, and pur- 
fuing his firft Schemes, had carried e- 
very Point in the Parliament, as well 
among the Deputies or Commons, as 
among the Nobility. 


{ waited *till thefe Things took their 
Courfe, and was concerned to fee the 
Anxieties, in which the Courtiers very 
oiten appeared, efpecially upon the Ni- 
ceties of any Vote which was coming on 
in the Parliament, even the Queen her 
{elf was fo concerned for fear things 
{Should fome time or other mifcary, 
that fome of the Ladies about her, fre- 
quently reported, that it caft her into 
Fits; but if the reft of the Miniftry 

: were 
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were thus Anxious and Concerned, it 
was my fetled Obfervation, that the 
Treafurer appeared always in the great- 
eft Tranquility ; Whenever he went ro 
the Queen, it was oblerved, he lett her 
Majelty chearful, tho’ fhe was to 
the lait degree Chagrin, when he 


Came. 


It was never my Fate to have any fe- 
cret Conference with this Eminent Per- 
‘fon, during the firit of my being in 
| England: 1 frequently faw him, and had 
the Honour afterwards of entring into 
many Difcourfes with him; buc then 
not.atall. Hewas eafy of accefs ar all 
times; but ic was much eafier to talk 
Jong with him upon trifling and com- 
mon Occafions, than to obtain a Mo- 
menc in ferious Bufinefs; in fo much, 
that I have heard of fome who have 
waited upon him, by his own appoint- 
ment, on Bufinefs of the Greatett Con- 
fequence, and have been entertained by 
him, from one Hour to another, on 
fome Trifle, ’tillat laft the main Affair 
has been confin’d to a Minute or two, 
or perhaps deferred to another Oc- 
cafion. 


And yet at that very time he digefted 
all the Affairs of the Adminiftration, 
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and fupported all thofe difficult Schemes 
by himfelf, and that with fo much cheer- 
fulnefs and calmnefs, as was furprifing 
toa Stranger: Butit feems, others, who 
afterwards fupplanted him with the 
Queen, charged him with meer Indo- 
lence and Negligence, and loaded him 
with Reproaches, for being unconcern- 
ed forall his Friends, after he had fe- 
cured his private Interefts. How it 
might be fince I came from Exgland, I 
know not; but when I was there, he 
was the laft Refort in the utmoft Exi- 
gencies, and if the Treafurer was eafy, 
every one was fo; the Reputation of 
his Conduct made every Man Serene, 
and if he Smiled, it was fuppofed that 
he knew his Meafures, and knew more 
then other Men. How they came to 
difpute the Adminiftration with him 
afterwards, I-know not; but I hear it 
is agreed on all Hands, that his Repu- 
tation declines, and that he is not fo 
well with the Queen as he ufed to be; 
which, however I fhall not repine at, 
becaufe [had fome Reafon to think him 
lefs our Friend at Laft, than Thad found 
him to be at Firft. If this is fo, I mutt 
be content co be of their Opinion, who 
thought he was not fo Sincere with us, 
as he ought to have been, and that fince 
the Peace (which he aimd at for private 
Reafons) 
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Reafoas) is obtained, he would be for 
making his Court to the Houfe of Haz- 
mover, at the Expence of his Miftrefs, 
and of all his Friends. | 


Indeed heacted a moft waryPart in the 
Affair of the Peace; for he would fcarce 
ever tranfact any thing himfelf, but 
put off every Man to Conferr with 
other People ; contenting himfelf to be 
the Firlt moving Caufe of every Thing, 
without being really concerned in any 
of the Particulars: What the Reafons of 
thefe Prudentials were, perhaps Time 
may difcover. 


However it was, l had not waited long, 
bur the Neceflities of their own Circum- 
ftances, brought them to entertain fome 
Difcourfes with me again; and I might 
eafily perceive the Affair of Peace was 
as abfelutely neceflary to the Miniftry 
in England, as it was to the King of 
France, or asit would have been, if the 
Duke of had been encamped 
on the Plains of Compeign.. 1 remember 
1 had this very Contemplation on the 
Subject, one Evening, when I received 
‘Letters from France; wherein the King 
gave me exprefs Orders to wait quiet- 
ly, and puth nothing yet; for thefe 
were the Words added by the King’s own 
Hand 
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Hand: The Affair of aifplacing the Duke 
of M—— will do al ihings for us as we 
defire. 

The King’s Opinion, which feldom 
fail’d to be right, and which often times 
fhewed, that his Majefty made a better 
Judgment of things at a Diftance, than 
his Minifters could do upon the Spot, pro-_ 
ved right bere alfo; for, as I fatd, the Mini- 
{try finding nothing could Support them, 
but to quit their Hands of the War, 
and to have the King of Frazce to be 
their Friend, took wew Meafures, and my 
Lord -——- came to me one Evening, 
and told me, he defired to renew the 
Conferences with me, upon fome very 
nice Points. Ifeemed lefs forward than 
formerly ; tho? not fo as to give him any 
Offence, and I let him know, that I 
thought we had given our felves a great 
deal of trouble laft time, about nothing : 
He faid, that was true, but 1 might eafily 
fee they could not avoid it, and that 
their Circumftances were fach, that they 
could by no means att otherwife than 
they did; That I ought not to take it 
ill, becaufe it was plain, it was neither 
want of Refpect to me, or want of a 
fincere defire to come to Terms of Peage, 
which was the happy End I was emplayea ta 
bring to pafs, but that they had fo many 
Eyes 
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Eyes upon them, andfo many Enemies 
about them, that it was ablolutely Ne- 
ceflary, forthem to break off all Cor- 
refpondence ; and particularly, becaufe 
they fafpected there was fome bady a- 
mong them that was not true to the 
ret, and that very near the Queen too, 
and yet with all their Induftry, they 
could not tell whoto Charge, nonot fo 
much as who to Miftrulft. 


That it had been fuggefted, that the 


Duke of S——t was the Perfon, or_his 


Dutchefs; but fays my Lord, We could 
not fufpect him, becaufe we had Communi- 
cated nothing to bim, and the Queen would 
not let us fo much as think it poffible of bis 
Wife, nay, when {be was but Namea, the 
Queen declared fhe would anfwer for her, 
ana bid us fay uo more about it, 


Thag for this Reafon, they were afraid 
of every Body, tho’ they could Charge 
no body, and being very uneafy at the 
Rumour of a Treaty,they were obliged 
to give it over for a while; but that 
now they had refolved to have the Ru- 
mour fpread on their fide, while there 
was really nothing doing, that the 
Whigs might be amufed with Gene- 
rals, and be able to dive into no: Par- 
ticulars. 
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I cannot fay, but as they were ftated 
in Exglandat this time, this wasa good 
Thought enough, and they purfued it 
as well; for they caufed Reports to be 
{pread in Holland, of a Negotiation pri- 
vately fet on foot in England, and that it 
was avowedly carried on by the Mini- 
{try, tho’ they concealed the Perfons 
they treated with: That there were 
two French Agents come to Lozdoz, who 
appeared Publickly, tho’? without any 
Character, and as thefe Rumours were 
continualy Cultivated, they came at 
lengthto Report, That the faid Nego- . 
tiations went very well on, that the 
Peace advanc’d apace, and thatit was 
expected, in a few Days, the Miniftry 
would declare themfelves upon it: Nor 
was this all; but they went on to give 
about privately, Schemes of the Peace it 
feif, and Heads of the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles, quite remote from the real Things 
of which we had Difcourfed, and yet 
calculated to employ the Speculations 
of the People, and prompt them to 
difcourfe frequently of the Thing. 


Nor was this all, bat as all publick 


News flies from Shore to Shore, Letters 


were written every Poft of it from Hol- 
land, andthe Dutch were made uneafy 
to the laftdegree ; nay fo perfectly was 

the 
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the true Defign covered, that an Agent 
the Court of France had at the Hagae, 
wrote to the Court about it, as of a 
thing Certain, and the King himfelf 
feem’d a little amufed about it, know- 
ing what Order I had, and how con- 
{tantly 1 had acquainted him with 
the full Stop we had been at for fome 
time, and how 1 had receiv’d his Ma- 
jefty’s Order to let it continue in that 
Pofture for a while: But it was not 
many Days before I gave hisMajefty the 
Eclariciflement in that Affair, and the 
King was exceedingly pleafed with the 
Stratagem, and indeed his Majefty had 
reafon. 


It was the pleafanteft thing in the 
World, to fee how all the Confederates 
werealarmed at thofe Rumours. The 
Envoysand Refidents at London, were 
tormented with the Reproaches of their 
Maiters, who complained, that having 
fent them to refide at the Brsti#{b Court, 
to take care of their Intereft, they fhould 
fic {till, and let a Negotiation of that 
Confequence go on in fo publick and 
open a Manner, and give them no no- 
tice of any of the Particulars, nor fo 
much as write for further Inftructions, 
how to Acton fuch an Occafion. Upon 
this they came buzzing about the Court, 
were 
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were Inquifitive, Uneafy, and fo Im- 
portuning, that had it not been divert 
ing to the Miniftry on another Account, 
it would have madethem very uneafy. 


I fhould have mentioned, That not 
only thefe Rumours were raifed in Hol- 
land; but Letters written, as if coming: 
from the Hague, were fecretly fent to 
the writersof the Publick Gazetts, and 
of News Prints in the City of Lozdoa, 
who Printed openly in their Articles 
from the Hague, the Account given 
there of the Progrefs made in Exgland, 
in the Secret Negotiations of Peace, 
and fome times a Sketch of the Articles 
they were upon. 


This being Printed in. Exgland, and © 
no enquiry made of the Writer, to pu- 
nifh him for fuch an open Publication, 
or to demand his Authority for it, left 
the People abroad, no room to doubt of 
the Truth of Fact. It is impoflible to 
difcribe the Cenfufion the Whig Party 
were in, the Great ones, and thofe ~ 
of the moft Penetration, could make 
nothing of it, the Miniftry denyed it 
with all poflible Serioufnefs, as well 
they might; all the Vigilance, all the 
Obfervation, and Conjectures, all the 
Spies and Secret Attempts for a Difco- 
very 
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very in this matter came to aes 
The Court was ftill and quiet, the Mi- 
niftry appeared bufied upon other 
things ; nor wasthere the lealt appear- 
ance of any thing of this kind ; Por the 
trath was, that not one Step wasall this 
while takenin the Matter. 


When this had wéaried the World 
fome time, and as they thought long 
enough, my old Corefpondent gave 
me Notice, that he would meet me a- 
gain: When we weretogether, he be- 
gan merrily with this Part; Well Mon- 
fieur, faicshe, How do so like this laf 
Pufh: my Lord, fays I, I think it 1s a Mafter- 
piece, and has done more than all that ever 
you have faid or done before; all the Con- 
federates think you have’ made the 
Peace, J know nothing to do now, but 
to be fo kind to them, as to convince 
them, that the y are not miftaken: Let 
that be as it will, fays my Lord, we have 
yet the Pleafure of reproaching them 
with injurioully charging us, when we 
have no Hand in any fuch thing; and it 
we pe their Predictions té pals, we 
only dothat which they abufed us for, 
and we cannot, [ think, -do them a 
greater piece of fuitice, than to make 
good what they have with fo much Con- 
fidence, charged us with doing. 
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I told his Lordfhip he knew the dif- 
pofition of thofe People better than 1; 
that asto the Temper of Parties in Exg- 
land, 1 thank’d God, it was new to me, 
that we knew no fuch thing in Fraace; 
that I had hear’d much in Fraace, of the 
Happinefs of the People of Great Brz- 
taiz, on account of the Liberty they 
enjoy’d ; but thaeI could not be perfwa- 
ded to be of the Opinion, that to have 
the People above Government, or with- 
out Government, was to be called Li- 
berty, or was capable of being thought 
Happinefs; that it was true, our Kings 
were Abfolute, and in that Refpett, 
might in their Language be call’d Ty- 
rants ; but that I had rather be under 
any Tyranny, thanthat of Parties; that 
however, this was nothing to our Pur- 
pofe; that his Lordfhip knew what 
Part [had to Act, apd that I was ready 
totake my Meafures from his Directi- 
ons. 


He Reply’d in fhort, Truly Sir, I am 
very ill able to Direét you, proceed juft as 
you pleafe, we will do any thing as becomes ws. 


My Lord, faid 1, sf you give me Leave 
to appear in Publick, I'll wait on the Se- 
cretary of State, and produce my Creden- 
tials, and declare 1 come as an Envoy von 
$17e 
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the Moft Chrifian King, to.make her Mas 
jefy Propofats of Peace, and demand an Au- 


aience. 


We are very unhappy, {ays my Lord, That 
tn fach a Cafe no Man darft be Civil to 
you, we (bould be obliged by meer Ffealoufy, 
evento treat you as rudely as the Dutch did, 
ana perhaps putting aGuard upon you, con- 
wey you to Dover, and fet you on {bore at 
Calais. 


What then muft.we do my Lord, faid I, 
muftI go back to the King, and teh him 
the Queen will hearken to no Lreaty, but that 
the War muft go on. 


No Sir, fays he, wot that neither, we 
are refolved. to agrec wHh you if we can; but 
we mufl do it our own Way, and know not 
what.way that is neither. 

I mufed a while upon this, uncers 
tain what to fay, or todo: I confidered 
that all this was nota matter of Cere- 
mony, but of Neceffity ; that I faw 
the Court was not only Sincere .in the 
defign of Peace, but earneftly for it, 
(and perhaps ruined without it) fot defired 
my Lord to Confider ’till the next Even- 
ing, when we were to meet, and that 
I would do fo too. 
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Accordingly at the next Meeting he 
told me with an Air of Satisfaction, that 
he had found outaMedium, which was this, 
that I fhould return,to Fraace, that a 
private Gentleman fhould’ come into 
France without any: Character, but as 
4 Foreigner to fatisfy his Curiolity 
and that he fhould be. defired. there 
to bring a Meflage from the Secretary 
of State, or from the King to, her Mas 
jelty; fignifying, TAAL, bes Majesty was 
inclined to make reafonable Propofals to: the 
Queen of Great Britain, 77 bebalf of ber 
(lf and all. ber Allies, in arder to prevent 
tiv further Effufion of Chriftian Blood, und 
to pxt an end to the Calamities of Burope : 
Ava that it was his Majesty’s Defire, that 
a Perfon [bould be admittea to comeover to 


Ragland to make [uch Propafais. 


That upon receiving fuch a Meflage, 
her Majefty would. return for anfwer, 
that, # nothing was more her defire, than 
to bring this bloody War to an bappy and 
lasting Peace, upon juft and honourable 
Conditions ; /o fhe was very glad to hear 
his moft Chriftran Majefly was inclined 
to make rveafonable. Propofals for that 
end, that. if any fuch. were made to 
her Majefty, [be would Communicate them 
to her Allies , and {be hoped his Majefty 
would caufe {uch Propofals to be made, as 
might 
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might give a reafonable Satisfaction to all 
the Allies, without which, ber Majesty con. 
do nothing in it: This was the refult of 
all our ‘Conferences at that'.time, and 
this was no more or lefs, than the be- 
ginning of the Journey of the famous 
Mir. Prior, who came into Fravce upon 
this Errand; and although ‘ome Dil- 
courfes were publifh’d to the World, of 
along Negociation had with him here; 
{ believe thofe Accountsito be Fictitious; 
at leatt, there was neither room. of occa- 
fion for any fuch Negociations, as.ever I 
knew, all things being fetled before he 
came, a above. 

‘That he wasitreated with Diftinction, 
may ‘be true, as-alfo, that) he had the 
Honourto wait upon the King,.and was 
frequently with «the Marquits de Lercy, 
and others, ‘between whom, Ditcouries 
on the Subje&t of a Peace, might be very 
natural to the Occafion, but that, he ap- 
peared ina private Capacity, and could 
enter into no» Wreaty, I may fay; no- 
thing of granting or denying, demand- 
ing or infitting, could bein reality the 
Subje@ of their Difcourfe; if Mr. Pr—r 
aflumed theLiberty of making Demands, 
its what © never ‘heard of in France, 
and whatthe Minifiry always difowned, 
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and even rediculed, when 1 was after- 
wards in England. 


The Bufinefs which that Gentleman 
appeared for in Frauce, as far as 1 was 
acquainted with it, and as was con- 
certed with my Ld as before ; was 
no other than to come back, and let the 
Miniftry know in Eagland, that having 
been in France on his private Occafions, 
for which he had obtain’d a pads at {uch 
atime from the Marquifs de Torcy, and 
likewife another in Exgland ; he had 
been defired by the faid Monfieur de 
Torcy, to deliver a Meflage to her Ma- 
jefty, or to her Secretaries of State by 
Word of Mouth, (wiz.) that as the molt 
Chriftian. King defired nothing more, than 
to contribute all his Endeavours to the re- 
eftablifbment of a General Peace; His Ma-. 
jelty was inclined to make reafonable Pro- 
pofals to the Queen, in behalf of her elf, 
and all ber Allies, &c. as before, if her 
Majelty would pleafe to receive the fame. 


With this Meflage it feems Mr. Prior 
charged himfelf, and as the Story was 
told in Exgland, returned thither Incog- 
nito, but was ftopt at his Landing near 
Dover, and detain’d by a Cuftom-Houfe 
Officer, notwithftanding he had a pafs 


from the Secretaries of State. 
Were 
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Were ic not that the People of Fug- 
land are the eafyelt tobe impofed upon 
of any Nation in the Univerfe, whea 
the Story that is told them fuits the 
part they efpoufe, this Story could ne- 
ver have paitin the World; it was a 
very improbable thing, that an Officer 
of the Cultoms, fhould ftop a Perfon 
who had a pafs in form from the Secrera- 
ry of State, and I was aflured afterwards, 
that this method of making publick, 
the bringing a Meflage from france, was 
concerted by the Minilftry who knew 
beft what purpofes it was to ferve. 


Be that as it will, when Mtr. Prior 
was thus known to have been in France, 
it was no longer a Secret, that he had 
brought fuch aMeflage, and perhaps this 
-was the Reafonof making his coming 
from thence Publick, to which it was alfo 
reafonable to add, that the Queen had 
given fuch an Anfwer as before, which 
Anfwer, none could object againit, (viz.) 
that, 4s nothing was more her Majelty’s 
Aefire, then to brina this bloody War to An 
happy and lafting Peace, upon juft and ho. 
nourable Conditions ; /o (be was very glad 
to. bear his moft Chriftian Majefty was in- 
clined to make reafonable Propofals for that 
‘end, and if any [uch were made to her 
Maje/ty, [be would Commuxicate them to ber 
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Allies, and {be hoped his Majefty would cauje 
Jach Propofals to be made, as might give a 
Reafonable Satisfaction to all the Allies; 
without which her Majefy could do nothing 
dio tt. 


It was added to this Anfwer, in her 
Majetty’s Name, Tuar leave fbould be 
given to fuch Perfons as bis Moft Chriftian. 
Majefty foould appoint, to bring fach Propo- 
fals, which [bould be receiv?a Av’ REFEREN- 
pum; but that fach Perfows {houlad do no 
more, than deliver fuch Propofals, and fbould 
not be admitted to enter into any Negotiati- 
ons thereupon, or on any other Subject what- 
foever. 


During thefe Tranfa€tions, I received 
his Majefty’s Leave to return to’ Paris, 
where I gave him a particular Account 
of all my Managemént, and had the 
Honour to have the King fay, that it was 
to his Satisfaction. \ 1 entered, By his Or- 
der, in the next Place, upon fome Expla- 
nations of the Preliminary Heads;which 
Thad Difcourfed of with my Lord —, 
and took the Kiag’s Obfervations upon 
them in Writing, for my Government 
in England, tor it was'very foon after my 
return to Paris, that the King let me 
know, that as foon as hé had thé Queen’s 
Anfwerto the General Offer, of making 


Pro- 
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Propofals, I fhould goto England again, 
in order to carry. the Propolals Con- 
certed before. And, 

This. was not. long, for. as every 
thing was adjulted betore, what re- 
mained, was for Form fake, to put the 
thing intoa Regular way. 


Malice has generally a fhrew’d Guels, 
and they who Speak wort, oftenelt 
Speak ‘Truth, 1 could not but {mule 
when Icame into Exglaad, and found the 
Propofals were receiv’d in Form, Ad- 
jufted, and made Publick; of which I 
ball [ay more prejently,. tO {ee .thofe 
People who oppofed the Miniftry there, 
enraged to, the laff degree; satyrs 
were every where publifhed, not on- 
ly againft the Propofals, but againit 
the General Notion of making Peace at 
all; among which, this was Remarks 
able, and it is for the Sake of this, shat 
[mention it, véz.,. That they upbraided 
the Miniftry with having kept a pri- 


} 
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they put themfelves to the Trouble ‘to 
Act, only to amufe the People, that 
they might with as much: Reafon,’ and 
more Honetty, have told the Conte- 
derates, that the Queen having agreed 
with Fraace, upon'fuch Conditions for 
her felf, and her Dominions, as fhe 
thought fit, the Confederates were ‘at 
Liberty to do the fame, or let it alone, 
as they thought ft ; that they had left 
them all at full liberty to fhift for 
themfelves, and get the belt Terms 
that France thought fit to Grant. 


{ce muit be confefs’d, that this was 
very true in the Subftance, tho’ not in 
all the Particulars; but there were two 
things very odd in it. (1) ‘How thefe 
People came to know this to be true, #f 
they did know at, and (2) how they came 
to guefs fo punctually, if they did not. 


If they had really known it, I thought 
they would alfo have known fome of 
the Particulars, which I never could 
perceive they had any intimation of, 
except the ‘Time, and that they had 
to a Day, (vz.) the very Day when 
my Lord and J exchanged our Pa- 
pers of Propofals ; but for other Circum- 
itances, I never hear’d that they Named 
any, which one may fay they would 
not 
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not fail to have done, if it had beenin 
their Power. 


However, this was the General News 
of the. Whig Party in England, at the 
appearance of ‘the Preliminaries, (vz.) 
That the Miniftry had made a Pri- 
vate and Seperate Peace with France, 
feveral Months before the Preliminaries 
appeared, and that the Allies were be- 
tray’d, the Publick Faith broken, the 
Honour of Treaties Violated in the 
breaking of the Confederacy, and the 


Grand Alliance diffolved, and much 
more to that Purpofe, 


Ido not take Notice of the Affairs of 
that unquiet People, more than Necef- 
fity obliges; therefore, I fay nothing of 
the Confequences of thefe things to 
themfelves, what ever common Fame 
had charged them with, as unfair in this 
Matter, the Miniftry and the Queen 
herfelf were of another Opinion: Ado, 
1 am obliged to fay, that I think they had 
Reafon; for tho’ it’s true, that in Cafe 
the Preliminaries were adjufted, and a 
Treaty follow’d, the Queen had her 
Terms fettled, as was afterwards the 
Cafe, yetit was in her Majefty’s Agree- 
ment, that thofe Terms fhould not 
take Place, or her Majelty be Obliged 
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by them, if the General, Peace had not 
enfued. 


But this was to beallowed, as I No- 
ted already, that if, the endeavours of 
the Queen, to bring the Allies.to a 
Treaty, fhould prove ineffeCtual, and.it 
fhould appear, that they f{tood Obfti- 
nately out, againft a Propofal fo juft, as 
that of having all their Reafonable 
Demands fully fatished by a Treaty, 
which would be indeed pufbing the War, for 
love of it, that then the Queen would 
withdraw herfelf from the Alliance, and 
would adhere to the Terms agreed on 
for herfelf, and all fuch of her Allies as 
fhould think fit to accept the. fame. 
Tuts was the Secret Article on our fide, 
which I mentioned. before, and which 
wasio Reafonable, that it.could not be - 
Difputed; efpecially, fince by that Se- 
perate Article, the. Queen was. made 
Judge of what fhould; or. fhould. not, 
be efteemed a Reafowable Satisfaction. 


This was that well known and hap- 
py Claufe, which occahion’d the Briti(h 
Troops the next Year rowithdraw from 
the Confederate Army in. Hayders.; and 
which together with their owa ill.Con- 
duct, and the fuperior Fortune of the 
French, brought the Datch into the Peace, 

and 
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and in Confe quence of that AL. put an end 
to the whole War. 


I was now order’d back into. Eag- 
land, from whenee, 1 had not been long 
abfent; and was preparing for my Jour- 
ney, when the King fent me Orders to 
go to the Court of St. Germans, and 
take Inftru@tions- there, for fome things 
which I wastocharge my felt with 1a 
my Journey to England. 


{ obey’d and ntrended at St. Germans, 
the next Morning, and was no fooner en- 
tred the Lodgings of theQueen Dowager 
of England, but the Earl of Maéddleion 
met me,and told me he had expected me 
jome time, that the Queen had ask’s 
for me twice; and that her Majefty was 
inher Clofe, and he wa athe tO in- 
troduce me. 


Being brought in, after having t the 
Honour to kifs her Majefty’s Hand, 
fhe was pleafed to tell me, fhe knew 
I was going to Evgland upon a fecret 
and important Negotiation ; ; that fhe 
wifhed me good feed, and. was ret io 
to expect that I would take care of he 


Affairs, and thofe of her Son ; adding, 
that my Lord Middleton would ditcourte 
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further with me about it, fo I paid 
my Obeyiance and with drew. 


My Lord and I difcourfed together 
a good while, and he fhewed me feveral 
Schemes which they had laid; fome 
for an attempt upon Exgland, during 
the Life of the Queen, and fome for the 
like after her Death , I told him, Icould 
not think his Majefty would have me 
charge my felf with a Negociation, for 
an Attempt on the Queen of Englaza’s 
Dominions, during her Life, at the fame 
time that I was forming a fecret Treaty 
of Amity and Reconciliation; that it 
was an Action very difhonourable, and 
that the King’s whole ‘Reign had 
never been ftained with any thing 
like it. 


My Lord Middletou is a Perfon Emi- 
nent for nothing in the Efteem of the 
French, but his having been long an 
Exile with the late King of Exgland: 
He is the unfitteft for a prime Minilter 
of all the Men I have known, efpecially, 
if what his own Country-Men fay of 
him is true (véz.) that he is not able 
to give Council, and is too Proud to 
ask it; indeed, his pofitive and uaruly 
‘Temper, has had the Misfortune to be 
the moft unguarded; and I have feen 
him 
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him Expofing himfelf and his Schemes 
in the moft unaccountable manner; he 
has this Peculiar however attending 
him, to mortify the haughtyeft Temper 
in the World, (vz.) that nothing that 
was undertaken by his Advice ever fucceeded, 
{t was faid he advifed his Maiter King 
Fames tomake that moft difhonourable 
Attempt upon the Life of the Prince of 
Orange ; and that the Scheme for Aflafi- 
nation of that Prince, for which, Monf. 
Granval was Executed in Flazders, 
was of his forming, , which if true, would 
add.very little to his Fame; that Con- 
trivance being as foolifh in its Scheme, 
as it was Villainous in its PraCtice ; a 
thing jultly abhorr’d by all Chriftian 
Princes, tho’ again{t their worft Enemies. 
I could give innumerable Inftances of 
the weakeft things in the World, which 
he put that untortunate Prince upon, 
which caufed him neceflarily to Mif- 
carry: If he had any tharein the Coun- 
cils of that King, before he fo prepofto- 
roufly left his owa Kingdoms,that would 
be a Reafon tome, why 1 fhould the lefs 
wonder at many things which were done, 
that no Wife Prince ever did before him. 


It was impoflible for me to convince 
this Peron, that while I was Employed 
by the King, on a fecret Commiffion to 
the 
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the Queen of Exgland, and was if 
poffible to reftore the good underftand- 
ing between them, ‘which at this 
juncture alfo was neceflary ‘to his Ma- 
jeity’s Affairs; it was not reafonable to 
believe his Majefty would fufter fucha 
Project ;as his was to go forward, much 
lefs, that I fhould negociate fuch a thing 
in the Dominions of a Queen,’ who 
we were going to make a Friend .of; 
however, L intreated him not to ‘prefs 
me on that Head, till I-had laid it before 
his Majefty,. and “received his Com- 
mands ‘thereupon ; [told him alfo,’ that 
it was ‘difhonourable to the King ‘to 
fuggeft fuch a thing of ‘him ; and J be- 
liev’d his Mayjefty would be very much 
difpleas’d at it ; that if her Mayjefty the 
Queen Dowager commaded me ‘to ufe 
my Endeavours to fevtle the Intereft 
of her Son the Chevalier, with the Queen 
of Great-Britain, and to fee what fteps 
could be taken, for the fecuring the 
Succeffion to him after her Death, I 
would not fail to ferve her to the ut- 
moft of my Power, and that I had fome 
reafon to believe I might have Succefs 
in fuch a Negociation; but that the 
other was not at all fit for a Man of Ho- 
nour under my Circumftances tobe en- 
gaged in, and therefore I defired to be 
excuted. 

I 
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J ftuck here, ‘but was obliged to 
be evenrude with him, before 1 could 
set from him, for all my Arguments 
were of no weight with him. As foon 
as I left him, I-went direQly to the 
King, who I found expected, me, and 
with the greateft exactnefs, laid before 
him,as well what was defired of me,as on 
what Grounds I, had declined it, and 
what I had offered to do. 


The King was exceedingly mov’d 
when told him this. Story, and expref- 
fing his deteftation'of, the Propofal, told 
me, I fhould go no'more to St. Ger- 
mains, Which 1 wasvery glad of, tho’ I 
did charge my felf afterwards, with, his 
Majeity’s Leave, with the other Branch 
of that Affair, as far~as could confit 
with the Work I, had in hand, and Pro- 
pofed to render her Majetty, fome Ser- 
vice, and her Son _alfo, -only .as far as 
moving the Queen of Great Britain and 
her Minifters, to efpoufe that Interelt, 
for the Time,, after her Majelty and 
her Heirs, of which I fall have occa- 
fiona to fay more. 

‘his breaking off fo abfolutely, 
‘might, for ought Iknow, be the Rea- 
fon of the fending the Abbot Guwalizer 
over in {pecial Commiflion, to Negoti- 
ate that Affair; with whom I had fe- 
veral 
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veral Difcourfes, both in Evgland. and 
Holland: But vas it was‘a Negotiation, 
which had very little Probability in’ it, 
as he defigned to manage it, fo I en- 
deavoured to concert, as little as poffi- 
ble with him, any Meafures about it ; 
nor can I give any Account fuitable to 
the Exactnefs of my Method, of the 
feveral Confultations which he had a- 
bout that Affair, which makes me take 
lefs Notice of it here, than otherways Tf 
would have done. — . 3 
The Abbot, as Iwas informed, had 
perfwaded himfelf to believe, that if 
he could get admittance, to a Pri- 
vate Conference with the Queen; I fay 
he fancied, if he had but even Liberty 
of Speaking his Mind to her Majefty, 
tho? there were others Prefent, he 
fhould be able to give her fuch an Ac- 
count of the dying Expreffions of her 
Father, the late King of England, fuch 
Teftimonies of the prefent King Fames’s 
being really his Son, and of his pro- 
tefting his Satisfaction of his being born 
of the Queen’s Body, that he was fa- 
tisfied would touch the Queen in fo fen- 
fible a manner, as that her Majefty 
would be the lefs able to refift the Argu- 
ments he would bring afterwards to 
Prove, that fhe could never enjoy the 
| King- 
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dom of Heaven, without She delivered 
up the Crown to him whofe Right it is. 


I doconfefs, I was furprifed to hear 
the Abbot Gzaltier fhould Speak thus, 
whois an Ecclefiaftick of the Catholick 
Church, feeing it had been firft necef- 
fary for him to have acknowledg’d, that 
her Majefty might enjoy the Kingdom of 
Heaven, while fhe continued out of the 
Catholick Church, altho’ fhe had with 
-refpect to the Cafe in Hand, reftored 
the Crown to her Brother; and that 
therefore, a Propofal of that kind, was 
fit for none to infift upon, but a Pro- 
- teftant, or Hugonet, whofe Arguments 
would not have been liable to the fame 
Exception : But [had no reafon to have 
made that Difficulty, if I had confider’d 
who the Propofal came from, and that 
fome Men are fo Opinionated, that they 
will fupporc their own Notions, tho’ 
with the grofleftt Abfurdities. 


However, as the Abbot Gualtier was 
charged with other Negotiations than 
this, when he was in England, he had 
room, Ifuppofe, to fatisfie himfelf, that 
the Method propofed, zf 4e did propofe it, 
was impracticableenough. Ihave hear’d 
indeed, that he did make the Attempt ; 
but that there was nota Man pe 
the 
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the Perfons of Publick \Bufinefs, who 
he had converfed with, that would bear 
fo much as to ftay in the Room with 
him, while he talked of it; much Iefs 
undertake to give him an opportunity 
to move it to the Queen, nor indeed 
could he expe they fhould: But thus 
it often is, when our Hcclefiafticks turn 
Polititians. 3 


[was now jult ready to go over tc 
England; the Probability of Succefs in 
my Negotiations, encreafed every Day, 
andthe Marfhal Taéard preft the King 
by Letters every Polt, to make a begin- 
ning, for that the Miniftry in Exglana, 
feemed ina Condition, fomething ten- 
ding to a Crifis, and that they would 
very foon be palt help, or in a Circum- 
{tance above the Occafion of it; which 
would be equally prejudicial to his Ma- 
jefty’s Interelt. 


Before I went, the King fent for me, 
and receiving me with an uncommon 
Chearfulnefs, Me/nager, fays his Ma-. 
jefty, Lam putting the Greateft Piece of 
Confidence in you, that it is poffible for 
any Man to be trulted with, and youcar- 
ry the Fortune of France in your Hand: 
If you manage this Point well, you 
ferve me and fave your Country ; I need 
give 
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give you no other Inftructions than you 
have already, except in two Things. 
Firft, as to the Secret Demands of A{- 
fiftance, in cafe the Queen fhould be in- 
fulted by her own Subjects, aflure her 
Majelty, all the Forces of Fraace {hall be 
at her Service in fuch aCafle; * And if 
‘ it may be to render her Service, I'll 
¢ come in Perfon, a old as I am, witha 
‘ Hundred Thoufand Men, to fupporet 
‘ her; I charge you tell her thefe very 
< Words. 


¢ The other Thing, continued his Ma- 
jefy, velates to the young King here: 
Ic will be acceptable to me, if you 
can render him any Service ; and efpe- 
cially, if you can bring the new 
Miniftry and the Queen into his In- 
tereft, and make way for his being 
placed on the Throne, after the Queen ; 
¢ but remember, if the main Affair ofthe 
¢ Treaty requires it, avd the Queen injifts 
‘ upon st, you mult give him upto his 
‘ ibetter Fortunes, wemult not be ruined 
‘on ‘his Account, entender Vous, fays 
the King twice togeter, do you under- 
ftand me; 1 bowed, and told his Ma- 
jefty, I perfectly underftood his Mind, 
and thought alfo, thard faw his Intereft 
inthat particular,and would make both 
the Rule of my Condué&. I beg’d his 
O 2 Ma- 


nn A OT OM 


rR A 


eae meet 


Se Reamer ag ee 
a id = et 
a 
Se Rae Fe aie = De re 


* 


( at2 ) 
Majefty, that I might have frequent 
Inftructions, as any thing offered; which 
the King told me fhould be done, and 
giving me his Hand to kifs, difmits’d 
me, andI fec out Polt the fame Even- 
ing for Calais. 


Larrived at London, about the begin- 
ning of September, 1711, but did not 
appear publickly, ’cill fome days after; 
however, [-fignified to my old Corref- 
pondent, my Lord ——-, That 1 was 
arrived, and that 1 made no Queltion, 
I was furnifhed fudiciently, to Con- 
clude the Great Work, to the Satis- 
fa€tion, as well of the Queen of Great 
Britain, and the King my Matter, as of 
all the Lovers of Peace in both Nati- 
ons, aad that I left it to his Lordfhip, to 
give Directions, in what Manner, and 
at what Time, I fhould make my felf 
known. 


My Lord detained the Gentleman I 
fent with this Meflage, near two Hours, 
which afterwards, as I underftood, was 
"rill he had difcourfed with another Per- 
fon, and then, taking him into his 
Coach, came directly to me. I. was a 
little Surprifed at the flay he made; but 
my Lord madean Execute for it, which 
was very obliging. 

We 
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We immediately enter’d upon the 
Bufinefs, and I fhewed him the Heads of 
our Propofals, both as we left ’em in our 
former Difcourfejand as they ftood now ; 
that I had brought them over new Mo- 
dell’d, wherein fome things were added, 
again{t my Inclination, and fuch, as I 
told the King exprefsly, would noe go 
down in England, and were indeed not 
fic to be Propofed ; whereof, one was re- 
lating to the Article mentioned already, 
‘wiz. That if the Confederates fhould 
ftand out obftinately againft the Treaty, 
notwithftanding thac the Satisiaction 
his moft Chriftian Majefty fhould otter 
to them, was found to be Reafonable, 
that then Her Maye iy {boula withdraw from 
the [aid Confederates, and would adhere to 
the Terms adjufted for herfelf, &c. ‘To this, 
fome of our wifer Heads in Fraace had 
prevailed with the King, to add as tol- 
lows, viz. That if after her Majefly had 
fo withdrawn from the Alliance, &c. if the 
faid Confederates did not come tnto the Ge- 
neral Peace, within one Year 5 but continued 
to carry on the War; that then the Queen 
foould aét with all her Forces, ta Conjun= 
étion with his moft Chrifian Majefty, to 
oblige them to accept of the Reafowable Satts- 
faction aforefata. 
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My Lord Complained of this Arti- 
cle, as well for the Subftance of it, as 
the manner of its being put in, and 
told me, it was not only in vain to offer 
it, but that it was needlefs, and of no 
Values, and that it could be of no 
Service to us in France to have it, nor any 
Injury to leave it out; but that on the 
Contrary, all we could Propofe would 
fall in of Courfe, without it, and yet, 
that to offer it, would be to put an End to 
the whole Treaty; for that not only they 
were affured the Queen would not hear 
it, but that no Minifter of State durft 
Propofe it to her, and if any one fhould 
advife the Queen to fuch a thing, he 
would be certain, in the nexe Parlia- 
ment, to be Voted an Enemy to his 
Country, and perhaps fent to the Tow- 
er; whichis the Baftile im that Country. 


{ was really very forry I had this 
Clog uponmy Commiffion, and efpeci- 
ally, becaufe nothing of this kind was 
mentioned, when Mr. P ry Was in 
France; which if it had, not unlikely, 
but I had been excufed the trouble of 
a Journey to England, and fometimes I 
thought, that it was done on purpofe, 
to render my Attempt Abortive, chat 
another might have the Honour to fi- 
nifh the Negotiation which I had be- 
SUN. 
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gun. Who it was fhould owe me fuch 
an ill Turn, Icould not Imagin ; but it 
gave me a great unealinels for fome 
Days. 


In the mean time, my Lord and I 
went intothe detail of this Ciaufe ; firft 
he fell foul on the Article itfelf, aad tho’ 
in refpeciful Terms, told me, it was ab- 
furd, weak, and not fit to be offered, 
he was pleas’d in Compliment to tell 
me, that he durft fay, I had no hand in 
putting it into the Propofals, and chat 
they who did it, fhew’d they knew lit- 
tle of the Affairs of Exg/and, much lefs 
as they were ftated at that time; that ic 
was enough to raife a Mobb all over the 
Kingdom againft the Miniltry, the Rage 
of whom they fhould be very ill able 
to withftand, nay, and as things naw flood ; 
the Queen herfelf might not be able to 
protect them, that I was to confider the 
different Interefts of the two Nations, 
as to Religion, and how warm the Peoe 
ple of Exgland always were on that head ; 
what a handle it would give on that 
account to the Whigs, and how popu- 
lar they would make their Oppofition 
be to the Miniftry by that one Ciaule, 
chat in a word, it would bring the com- 
mon. People as one Man inte the other 


Interelt, bring the Miniftry into the ut- 
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moft Contempt,and at length the Queer 
would be obliged to Sacrifice them to 
her own faftey. 


Upon the whole he told me, he muft 
be very plain with me, that if I could 
not go from that Article in my Propo- 
fals, I had nothing to do, but take my 
leave and think of returning to Frasce, 
for it was a thing they durft neither thew 
to the Queen, or the People. 


Befides he told me he thought it was - 
entirely ufelefs, and to no manner of 
purpofe, for that nothing was more cer- 
tain than this, that if the Confederates 
abfolutely reje@ed a Treaty, and refolv’d 
to carryon the War, it would firft or 
laft bring England into the War, or bring 
France out of a Condition to want 
Affiftance; for firft, if the Confederates 
were Victorious,it could not be expected 
that they would be long, before they 
fhew’d their Refentment at Exgland,and 
Great-Britaia would be obliged to pre- 
vent the Ruin of Frazee, leaft they fhould 
be fore’d to come toBlows with the Con- 
derates for deferting them: On the 
other Hand, if France having the Britifh 
Forces withdrawn from their Enemies, 
Should be Victorious, the Reafon of the 
Article would ceafe; thefe Arguments 

were 
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were indeed of fuch Force, that T could 
not withftand them, fo I defired we 
might lec that part reft till laft, and that 
we might enter upon the reft which he 
agreed to. 


Tfailed not to reprefent this matter 
at large to the King, and difpatch’d tt 
that very night, entreating his Majefty 
to accept of my Opinion inthe matter, 
(viz.) that I muft remic that part of the 
feperate Article, and infift no more on 
it, or that no Treaty could be made, 
and that if this opportunity was loft; 
it was very probable the Miniftry in 
England, who his Majefty knew were 
difpofed to his Intereft, would be re- 
duced, and the Queen be obliged to 
abandon them, and that then there was 
nothing to be expected, but from God 
and his Majefty’s Sword; T omitted no- 
thing to give the King a true State of 
the whole Affair, and left the refult to 
his’ Majefty’s Pleafure. 


It is the delightfuleft thing in the 
World to ferve fuch a Mafter, as the 
King of Fravse, no Prince in the World, 
. allows his Agents more freedom to give 
their Opinion, in the Affairs they nego- 
ciate, or gives thofe freedoms and opi- 
nion more Weight, the King took every 
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thing I wrote juft as I meant it, weigh’d 
the Particulars, agreed to my Opinion, 
and save me exprefs Orders to infift no 
more on that part. 


There was little elfe in the Propofals 
which gaveus any difficulty, foI was 
admitted to appear in publick; I took 
Lodgings near St. Fames’s, where the 
Court is kept in the Street call’d Pal-mall, 
where it was no fooner rumour’d that 
a French Minifter of State, uch they were 
pleas’d to call me, was arrived and lodg’d 
there ; but the Rabble gather’d about 
the Door, and grew very troublefome ; 
I was not apprehenfive of any thing, 
but it feems it was heard af at Court, 
and my Lord himfelf with two 
or three Perfons of Quality, came im- 
mediately down to my Lodgings, they 
obliged me to {tay within Doors all Day, 
and in the Evening I was led out thro? 
a private way, into another part of the 
Town, where I had Lodging provided 
for me, that were very Convenient, ha- 
ving a back Door into the Park, and 
where I was very eafy; 1 made my 
Addrefles to fuch Perfons as it was pros 
per, in which I took my rule from my 
Lord But having no occafion for 
Audience, as an Envoy, I faw not the 
Queen, except in private; I waited 

— deveral 
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feveral times on the high Treafurer, 
and had frequent Meetings at his 
Houfe, the Secretaries of ;State, and 
other Perfons being prefent, but we ra- 
(on difcourfed than adjufted any thing 
there. 


I muft acknowledge my Negotiation 
in England, has given me a mean Idea 
of the People of Bufinefs there, I mean 
Court Bufinefs ; the Methods they car- 
ry on to fupplant one another, are fo 
entirely their Study, and they are fo 
given up to them, thar I found very 
little Honour, Principle, Religion, 
Friendfhip, or Loyalty, but what on 
occafion was facrific’d to Party, and 
which was worfe than all, while one Par- 
ty took the utmoft Liberty to reproach 
the other with this part, they were 
themfelves doing the fame thing under- 
hand, with thofe very Men upon whom 
they charg’d it, and this is certainly a 
Peculiar to that Nation ; that they 
{tick not in their party Quarrels, to 
treat one another reciprocally with 
the fouleft Language in the rudeft un- 
genteel manner, and unworthy ftile, 
that! perfwade my felf is not practiced 
in any other part of the World; I met 
with fo much of this in two Conterences, 
with fome of the greateft regghe 
: the 


SSS SSS SSS SS 


( 220 ) 


the Court, once at the Treafurer’s, and 
once at another Place; that when I 
afterwards met with my old Correfpon- 
dent my Lord —— I took the Freedom 
to complain of it, and to enter into fome 
Particulars ; for Example, I told him 
the Duke of Marlborough wasa Perfon 
whom I wifh’d the Misfortune to be out 
of Favour with his Sovereign, becaufe 
I was a Frenchman, and wifh’d to fee 
him nomoreat the Head of the Con- 
federate Army in the Field, but J could 
affure him that the Duke of Marlborough 
was in no place in Frazce that ever I 
met with, treated in fuch a manner as 
I found he was, in the Converfation of 
the Tories; for they gave him all the 
indecent Language that it was poffible 
to exprefs, even fuch as ill became. their 
Quality and Birth, and the Politenefs 
of a Court Education. 


My Lord fhook his Head and faid 
it was very true, and he was forry for 
it, but that fuch was the Rage of the 
Parties at that time, that it was impoffi- 
ble to avoid fuch ufage. But Sir, fays 
he, if you were to go among the Whig 
Party, you would find it the very fame 
thing; and that the High Treafurer, 
the Secretary of State, nay even the 
Queen herfelf were treated. with the 
| fame 
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fame indignity, and perhaps much 
worfe. 


My Lord, faid I, then tt must be cer- 
tain that thefe things will one time or other 
break out into Blood, for uo Mex go to this 
hight with one another, but fach as refolve 
never to to be reconciled; and if that be 
your Cafe ia England, I wonder the lefs 
that you are fo fenfible of the neceffity you 
are in of putting an end tothe War Abroad; 
for its certain you cannot be long without a 
War at Home. 


My Lord faid, # could not be help’d at 
that time, but he hoped in a little while 
to get over it all. | 


Te is an unhappy fcandal upon our 
French Nation to be warm and rafh, 
and indeed we were fo in this Treaty, 
and had it not been forthe Prudence of 
the King, we had been more to blame 
chat way ; but had it not been thus, we 
had made a much better Bargain in this 
Treaty; for the Miniftry in England 
were plung’d fo deep, that they were 
OUR OWN as we may fay; and 
‘whereas it went for Current, that France 
was fo reduced, that we muft have 
yeilded to whatever the Court of Exg- 
land defired, even to the giving the Char- 
| blane ; 
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blanc, the Cafe was jult the reverfe, 
for that had we ftood out, the Mi- 
niftry in England mutt have given us the 
Chart-blanc, at leaft, they muft have 
ycilded to whatever reafonable things 
we had demanded ; and I found fo much 
reafon to be fatisfied of the Truth of 
this ; that I forely repented the giving 
up Duzxkirk to be Demolith’d, as a Pre- 
liminary for a Treaty, which by two 
Months longer delay, might have been 
fecured at a much Jef Price. 


{t muft not be forgot here, that the 
Miniftry were ina terrible Fright, tho’ 
it prov’d a falfe allarm, that the Dutch 
finding a Negotiation was fet on foot in 
England, had made Overtures of a pri- 
vate Negotiation on their part, buc I 
muift acknowledge they wrong’d the 
Dutch; whether it was, becaufe appli- 
cation was not made to them, or that 
they did not find proper Perfonsto ofter 
too, I cannot fay, but as we found in 
Exgland, that this Rumour greatly 
difturbed the People at ‘Court, fo it made 
our Preliminaries pafs with lefs Exami- 
nation, and the ambiguous and doubt- 
ful Terms of thofe Articles, which res 
lated to the Satisfaction of the Allies, and 
the fecurity again{t the Conjunétion of 
the two Crowns, went down with the 

Britifh 
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Britifh Miniftry, on that very Account 
as glib as we could défire. 


I need fay no more than this, of the 
few fhort Debates we had, the Sub- 
{tance being agreed before, the Heads 
of the Propofals were Signed by me 
the 27th of September, their Stile, the 
8th of Odfober our Stile, and delivered; 
and the very next Day they were made 
Publick, the Queen owning at Supper, 
that fhe had confented toa ‘Treaty with 
France, and that fhe did not doubt, but 
in a little while fhe fhould fee, what fhe 
had folong defired to procure, for the 
sood of Mankind, (viz.) a General 
Peace in Europe. 


The Particular Heads of this Propo- 
fal, which the World call’d Prelimina- 
ries, were as follows. 


1. © That His moft Chriftian Majefty 
‘ will acknowledge the Queen of Great 
© Britain in that Quality, as alfo the 
‘ Succeffion of that Crown, according 
© to the prefent Settlement. 


2. That he will freely, and bona 
¢ fide, confent to the Taking all juft 
‘’and reafonable Meafures for hin- 
‘dering, the Crowns of Framce and 
© Spain 
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Spaik ever being united on the 
Head of the fame Prince; his Ma- 
jefty being perfwaded, That this Ex- 
cefs of Power would be contrary. to 
the Good and Quiet of Europe. 


3. © The King’s Intention is, That all 
the Parties ‘engaged in the prefent 
War, without excepting any of them, 
may find their reafonable Satisfa€tion 
in the Treaty of Peace which fhall be 
made: That Commerce may be re- 
eftablifh’d and maintain’d for the fu- 
ture, to the Advantage of Great 
Britain, of Holland, and of the other 
Nations who have been accuftom’d 
to exercife Commerce. 


4. § Asthe King will likewife main- 
tain exactly the Obfervation of the 
Peace when it fhall be concluded, and 
the Object the King Propofes to him- 
felf being to fecure the Frontiers of 
his Kingdom, without difturbing, in 
any Manner whatever, the Neigh- 
bouring States, he promifes to agree 
by the Treaty which fhall be made, 
That the Dutch fhallbe putinto Pot 
feflion of the fortify’d Places which 
{hall be mention’d in the Netherlands, 
to ferve hereatter for a, Barrier, which 
may fecure the Quiet of the Re 
© lick 
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s. © The King confents likewife, That 
a fecure and convenient Barrier fhould 
be form’d for the Empire, and for the 
Houfe of Axfiria. ) 


6. ‘ Notwithftanding Dazkirk coft 
the King very great Sums, as well to 
acquire it, as to fortify it; and that 
ris farther Neceflary to be at very 
confiderable Expence for razing the 
Works, his Majefty is wilhng, how- 
ever, toengageto caufe them to be 
demolifh’d immediately after the Con- 
clufion of the Peace; on condition, 
that for the Fortifications of that 
Place, a proper Equivalent, that may 
content him, be given him; and, as 
England cannot furnifh that Equiva- 
lent, the Difcufion of it fhall be re- 
ferred to the’ Conferences to be held 
for the Negotiation of the Peace. 


7. * When the Conferences for the 
Negotiation of the Peace fhall be 
formed, all the Pretenfions of the 
Princes and States engaged in the 
prefent War, fhall be therein difcuffed 
bona fide and amicably: And nothing 


© fhall be omitted to regulate and ter- 
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* minate them, to the Satisfa€tion of all 
* the Parties. 


¢ By Virtue of a full Power from the 
¢ King, We, the Under-written, Knight 
‘ of his Order of St. Michael, Deputy 
© of the Council of Commerce, have 
¢ concluded, in the Name of his Ma- 
‘ jefty, the prefent Preliminaries. In 
¢ Witnefs whereof, we have figned. 
¢ Done at London, the 27th of Sep- 
© tember, O. S. and the 8th of October 
¢.N. 5. i711. 
CL. S.) Mefaager. 


I had little to do now in England, 
but to wait the Iffue of this great 
Tranfattion, and encourage the Par- 
ties that had thus ferv’d us; and here 
Thad the Pleafure to fee, how the Ene- 
mies of France, not in England only, 
but every where elfe, raged at this Ne- 
gotiation: I fay I had the Pleafure to 
fee it, becaufe I found they began to be 
fenfible, the Miniftry in England were 
now powerfully fupported by Framsce, 
and would beable to carry their Point, 
in fpight of all the Oppofition that could 
be made. 


My Bufinefs was to encourage the 


Partics ; 1 mean at Court, for indeed 
fome- 
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fome times they were ready to Difpond. 
The Rage,that the Whig Party { 
upon the Publication of the Pr 
Naries ; Was not only terrible in it- 
felf, but grew Popular, and they pro- 
mifed themfelves to have them Cenfur’d 
in Parliament. 


Libels and Satyrs flew like Mufquet- 
Balls ina Field-Battle, upon the Predi- 
minaries ; they were Canvafled ,Banter’d, 
and Bxpofitions upon them publithed, 
as every Man pleated; but it all came 
too late. They faid, That Spain was given 
up to King Philip, and that the Crown 
which was the occafion of the War, 
was leit by thefe Articles to the Houfe 
of Bourbon; that the War carried onano- 
ther Year, would have humbled Frawce, 
and was ended now, meerly to preferve 
about hve Meninthe publick Admini- 
{tration; that all the Queen’s former 
Promifes, Speeches, and Declarations, 
were unfaid, broken, and contradicted, 
and a Thoufand Reproaches were caft 
daily on the Court, for this, as they 
call’d it, Perfidious Carriage. 


I had nothing to fay to all this, it 
was none of my Bufinefs; the more 
of it was true, the better Bargain I 
had made: But by it may be feen what 
P'32 Mena 
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Men in Pofts inthe Government, will 
on all fides do, to get in, or to keep 
in their Places. 


I Laugh’d at the People that were 
out, and told fome of them, whom T 
happen’d to fee,that the Miniftry laid all 
the Fault on them; for pufhing them on 
fuchdefperate Meafures; that theyought 
to have known by themfelves, that Par- 
ties, when uppermoflt, will not ftick at 
worfe Things than thefe, to keep 
themielves up, and the other down; 
that if the Miniftry had done any 
thing to the Prejudice of the Queen’s 
Intereft, the Whigs were in the Fault, 
for refufing to ferve at firft, when all 
thefe things were unthought of; and 
that if they had continued in their 
Pofts, as they might have done, the 
charge had not been Univerfal, and the 
Miniltry had not been run to the Ne- 
ceffiry which now they complain’d of. 


I had no mind to difpute thefe Things, 
my Bufinefs was to fit fill, and {fee 
what paffed, and let the thing go on; 
the Parliament approach’d, and great 
were the Expectations on both fides,nor 
were the Minifters without apprehen- 
tions ; but the exquifite Conduct of the 
Treafurer, in the management of the 
Par- 


( 229 ) 
Parliament, was never to be equal’d in 
any Place in the World. 


It wasnow time that I fhould with- 
draw, or at leaft feem to do fo, for I 
had no more publick Bufinefs in Exg- 
land ; it was therefore thought very 
proper to take a formal Leave, that it 
might not be fuppofed Iwas any lang- 
er there ; accordingly I made my 
Vifits inform to the Treafurer, the Se- 


cretaries of State, ec. and had the Ho- » 


nour to havea Secret Audience of the 
Queen, inher Clofet, who received 
me very favourably ; I Felicitated 
her Majefty upon the happinefs of her 
Reign, and that Heaven would Honour 
her upon the Occafion of Géving Peace 
to Europe: 1 affured her of the Efteem 
and Friendfhip of his molt Chriftian 
Majelty, and that for thefuture it fhould 
be in her Majefty’s Breaft, in Con- 
junction with the Greateft King in the 
World, to give Laws to Mankind. 3 
concluded, with letting her Majefty 
know, that the King my Matter, would 
think himfelf further Obliged, if her 
Majelty would be pleafed to allow the 
Martfhal Tallard, who had now beena 
long while Prifoner of War, to return 
to France upon his Parole ; He return-~ 
ing to his Confinement, if the Peace 
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was not made, and that his Majefty o- 
bliged himfelf, the Marfhal fhould per- 
formas becamea Prifoner of War, and 
a Man of Honour. Her Majelty An- 
{wered, it fhould be granted, faid a 
ereat many obliging things to me, and 


d 


{had my Difmits. 


Ft is not material to fay here, whe- 
ther the Queen knew at that time, that 
I was not to go away, or that I went 
away for a while, and came again; it 
is fufftcient, that even Monf, —-— who 
was with mein all the Publick Part of 
my Negotiation, knew nothing, and 
that therefore, I not only went back 
with him to Dover, but embark’d with 
him, and landed at Calais ; but telling 
him Thad a Vilit to make at Dunkirk, 
I gave him the flip, and after a 
few Days ftay in France; in which, 
however, I faw the King in Private, 
and gave him an Account of what was 
done, I return’d immediately to Lon- 
don, where I kept my felf incognito, ex- 
cept to fome particular Perfons, of 
whom further Mention fhall be made 
prefantly. 


The Treafurer had kept back the 
Parliament , 7cill the Dutch. sere 
brought intoche Treaty, and chen they 

| were 
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were allow’d tomect: The Queen came 
as ufual, toopentheir Aflembly ; but 
jar from coming to ask their Content, 
or move them to approve what fhe had 
done. She came to tell them in Tri- 
umph, That at length, notwithfanding 
the Arts of thofe who delighted in War, both 
Place and Time were appotnted, for opening 
a Treaty for a General Peace: ‘Thete are 
the Words of her Speech. 


Contrary to the-Fears of the Court, 
and the hopes of the Enemies of Frazce, 
the Treafurer managed with fuch a 
happy Dexterity, that not one Vote, in 
either Houfe, ever went againit him, or 
againit any thing chat he ever pufh’d at: 
One Remarkable Thing, which I think 
wortha Placeamong my Obfervations, 
was this; it is ufual, after the Queen 
opensthe Affembly with a Speech, that 

the Deputies of the Commons prefent 
an Addrefs back to the Queen ; wherein 
they generally thank her for her Speech, 
recapitulating the Heads, and giving a{- 
furances of their ready and dutiful Com. 
pliance with her Majefties Commands. 


When this Addrefs came to be moved 
in the Houfe, and the Deputies Debated 
the feveral Heads particularly that Point 
of thanking her Majetty for the Af- 
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furances fhe had given them, of her 
Concern for the good of all the Allies, 


in the enfuing Treaty. 


The Whigs moved to have thefe 
Words included in the Addrefs, Azd that 
the Houfe did not doubt, but care would be 
taken, that Spain and the Indies fhould not 
be left in the Elands of any Branch of the 
Houfe of Bourson. This was promifed 
in our Preliminaries; but the Miniftry, 
who were our Plenipotentiaries, a J 
may call them, carried this again{t the 
Whigs, by a Majority of 126 Voices. 


This was teftifying fufficiently to the 
World, that they had given up Spaia, 
and was the fame Thing, asif they had 
Proclaimed King Philip at the Gate of 
theirs Affembly. 


Ir was a particular Satisfaction to 
me, when a private Agent, that I had 
employ’d to bring me an Account what 
they were upon, and how it was like 
to go, came and told me that he 
could get meinto the Houfe, to hear 
the Debates that fhould happen upon 
that Occafion; I went accordingly, and 
Was thruftin by aGentleman, whom I 

| knew 
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knew not, who followed, and placed 
himfelf next me, 


It was my Misfortune, That I did not 
underftand enough of the Language, 
to take in the juft Ideas, that what 
was faid by particular Perfons would 
have given me; but the ftrange Gentle- 
man {upplied me in many Cates, telling 
me in French the Names of every Per- 
fon that Spoke, and often times what 
they faid. - 


The firft appearance of this Aflem. 
bly is Majeftick and Awful, and much 
reprefents the Jewifh Sanhedrim. The 
Prefident, whom they called Speaker, 
is Seated on a Throne, at the upper 
partof the Room: At his Feet Sat fe- 
veral of the Secretaries, or writing 
Clerks, with large Books, entring down 
Minutes, of whatever was Concluded. 1 
obferved they took no Minutes of what 
was Spoken, tho” fome times, fome of 
the Deputies fpoke very long, which 
made me enquire, how it happened, 
that frequently thofe Speeches were 
made publick in Print; but I was In- 
formed they are generally falfe, being 
re-compofed from the Fragments, that 
fome’ Gentlemen bring away ia their 
Memories, and fo put together, as the 
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Occafion, and the Party feem’d to Di- 
rect, moft of them being made up by 
the Invention of the Libel-Writers in the 
‘Town. I wondred much, that the Per- 
fons themfelves would permit fuch 
things to be Impofed upon them , 
as well as upon the Werd in their 
Names; but was told, that the Prefs 
was open, as well as the Mouths of the 
People in Eagland, to Print and Say, all 
forts of injurous Things, with Impu- 
nity; andthat the Gentlemen were fo 
ufed to it, that they took little or no 
Notice of it; befides, thefe Speeches, 
when publifhed, were compofed fomuch 
to the advantage of the Speakers, and 
they were made to Argue fo much hap- 
pier, to Speak fo much finer, and in fo 
much Politer a Stile, than they ever 
did, or were capable to do; that they 
were content with the Injury, for the 
fake of the Praife. 


While I wasin the Houfe, they were 
very hot upon the point, I jut now 
mentioned about: Spaz, whether it 
fhould be put into their Addrefs to the 
Queen ; there were five or fix of the 
Friends of the Duke of Marlborough who 
{truggled obitinately to have it in, and 
alledved, that it was the.main end for 
Which the War had been firlk deglated, 
fue 
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the Confederacy made, and the Money 
for carrying on the War rais’d; but I 
obferved the other Party did but laugh 
at them, knowing they had plurality of 
Voices againft them; for it feem’d to 
me, that altho’ long Speeches were often 
made, they were little minded, butifa 
debate held long, the Deputies would 
go out tothe Taverns and Eating Houtes, 
and fet Men tocall them when the time 
came to pafs their Votes, not regarding 
what Arguments were ufed on one fide 
or other; fo that I faw evidently things 
were then carryed, not by Reafon 
and Arguments, but by Number. 


I came a way well pleafed with what 
I had feen, and failed not to put it ina 
Poftfcript to the King, that 1 had juft 
_ now the Pleafure of felicitating his Ma- 
jefty, upon the moit agreeable and unex- 
petted event thathadhappened in all our 
Affair, and that I thought the Interett 
of his Majefty and his Family, was elta- 
blifhed now by the Parliament, andthat 
they had voted for King Philip effectus 
aliy. 


_Tobferved from this time, that the 
Whigs began to difpair, and that they 
were-in the greateft Rage imaginable 
at their new Miniftry ; for finding sie 
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the Court were able by Numbers to 
carry fuch a Vote as this, which 
indeed feem’d to be much againit the 
popular Notions which the People in 
that Nation had always entertained of 
the War, but too apparent that nothing 
could ftand in their way. 


The more they were enraged, the 
more I faw reafonto be pleafed, tor now, 
{faw thro’ the darkCloud which had for 
fo long together hung over the Freach 
Nation, threatning a total Eclypfe of 
her Glory, if not a general deftruction 
of her Monarchy and Government; but 
now I faw her deliverance rife from 
thofe very Enemies, and in that Nation 
which we dreaded moft. 


But not to dwell too long here, this 
Vote being pafs’d, the Confequeace 
was, that the Terms of Peace was left 
entirely to the Queen; it feems the 
Crown claims the right in Exgland of 
making Peace and War, the People re- 
ferving only the Purfe, which tho’ it 
is indeed a great Article, yet in the 
Cafe 1 am {peaking of, it ferved very 
well to’our purpofe, and in this difpute, 
it was urged home to the Deputies, that 

F, 


ail chefe things ought to be left to the 
| Queen, 
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Queen, which was all the Minifters 
wanted. 


It istrue, that at the faine time a 
like referve about Spaiz and the Weff- 
Indies was oftered by the Whigs in the 
Houfe ot Lords, where the Court loft 
it by one Voice; but they valued not 
that, it being in their Power to fecure 
the Votes of that part of the Parlia- 
ment, by creating, and giving Votes to 
as many as they pleafed, which was 
done by adviceof the Treafurer, tothe 
Number of Twelve atatime. It gave 
me frequent occafions to Reflect upon 
the Ezglifh Nation, when I faw how 
they flattered themfelves with Notions 
of great Privileges, which they enjoyed, 
and of their being more than other Na- 
tions fecure of their Liberties, which to 
me feem’d a meer Chymera, feeing 1 
found that Court managements were 
come to fuch a degree of Perfection in 
England, that all the Liberties they fo 
much boafted to enjoy, were often en- 
tirely at the Mercy of their Princes, and 
that who ever reign’d, and whatioever 
Party -had the Affendant with the So- 
vereign, they never need want a Parlia- 
ment to do their Bufinefs, whether the 
defign might be to Preferve chofe Li- 
berties, or to Deftroy them ; two ways 
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I found they have, in that quarrelling 
divided Nation, to do this (vz.) Money 
in the lower Houfe, or Houfe of De- 
puties; and Prerogative in the higher 
Houfe; by the firft, if the Court was 
willing to {pare enough of it, to bribe 
and influence Ele@ions, they have ob- 
tained fuch Members to be chofen, as 
were of their own Party, and who get- 
ting in by Corruption, would, no doube, 
AC by corrupt Principles; and by the 
other it was in their Power as a Pre- 
rogative, to make not 12 Voices only, 
but 12 fcore at a time, and as of- 
ten as they found caufe: All which 
confider’d, it appeared to me that it is 
owing to Fate, and the good difpofitions 
of their Princes, more than the ftability 
of their Conftitution, that they are not 
long fince fallen into a worfe Condition 
of Bondage, than what they think ours 
to be in france. 


But to return to the Hiftory of the 
Affair in hand, which will illuftrate thefe 
Obfervations ; I found the Peace or 
Treaty now propofed was doubtlefs of 
the utmoft weight’ to the Englifh Na- 
tion, and on the management whereof, 
depended the whole ballance of Power 
in Europe; and yet how eafily did they 
give it upto the Conduct cf a Woman; 

an 
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and a Woman thro’ the goodnefs of her 
Difpofition, not the leaft eafy of all the 
Women in the World, to be impofed up- 
on by her Servants. 


In the Conduct of her Majefty’s Par- 
ticular, I alfo found reafon:to make one 
Obfervation, which may be of ufe to-us 
in France (viz.) that goodnefs of Difpo- 
fition is not always a Vertue, or at leatft, 
is not the fafeft Vertue in a Prince ; 
our Auguft Monarch is a molt hap- 
py Example of this; who by the 
inimitable Fire of his Temper, govern’d 
at the fame Time by an unexampled 
Sagacity, Wi{dom, and Prudence, has 
maintained fuch an Authority in all his 
Adminiftrations, that his Minifters of 
State have been entirely kept within 
- the bounds ‘of their Duty ; tho’ they 
have been capable of advifing, yet have 
they never been capable of impofing 
upon their Sovereign. 


The Miniftry had now obtained thei: 
end, and the Preliminaries being dif- 
patch’d abroad by she Queen’s Orders, 
means were made ufe of to bring the 
Allies into’ a Treaty, and to ap- 
point time and place for that purpofe ; 


this was managed with a great deal of 


Addrefs in foreign Parts, efpecially in 
Holland 
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Holland by the Treafurer’s Direction,and 
the Applications of fuch Agents as were 
employed there; and yet fo great was 
the obftinacy of the Whigs in Exgland, 
and fuch Intereft had they inher Allies, 
that they made it very difficult to bring 
forward the Negotiation, and had not 
the ill Succefs in the Field, reduced the 
States-General to the neceflity of com- 
plying with the Queen, it had.perhaps 
not been brought to pals, no not tho’ 
the Queen fent them word, fhe would 
think her felf difengag’d from all former 
Alliances, and actually did feperate her | 
Troops from them in the Field ; But’ 
when all thefe high Meafures fail’d, 
fate and the glorious Arms of the King 
of France brought it all to PerieCtion, to 
the Eternal Honour of the Management 
of the moft Politick, as well as power- 
ful Prince in the World, as will appear 
in the fequel of this Relation. | 


The Affair feem’d now tranfported 
from Exgland, and our Eyes were fixt 
upon the Datch ; Lliv’d in London, as.a 
Perfon out of Employment, and that 
had nothing to dothere but to wait my 
Mafiers Orders, which were fuppofed 
to be, either to continue or to return, as 
the Anfwers of the Confederates, were 
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or were not fuited to the Grand 
in View. 


This time Itook to make the attempt 
in the beft manner I could, to ferve, or 
at leaft to fee. what Service I,could 
render to the Court of St. Germans, the 
King having belides what he had faid to 
me at parting, given me his Command 
twice afterwards, to lec him know if 
there was room to do any ‘thing in that 
Affair. : 


Thad no way for this,but to enter into 

a Confidence with my firft Correfpon- 
dent on this Head, which I found was 
to bedone with the utmoft caution, and 
I cannot but remark, that he very hand- 
fomly avoided the touching that Point 
in feveral Difcourfes which I offered, 
that look’t towards it, tho’ at a great 
diftance, but at length 1 refolved to 
break it as plainly to him as poflible, 
and either to bring him into it, or re- 
ceive a denial; for it waseafy to fee he 
had Inclinations which were favourabie 
to that Intereft, and fo had feveral other 
who were near the Queen, but they 
could not make it practicabie for them, 
cas they all faid, to take any ftepinthat 
Intereft, without hazard to their.own, 
and 
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and I never found they hada true Zeal 
for any thing clfe, but the laft. 


However, what I had in Commiffion, 
I refolved to difcharge my felf of, as well 
as I could, and to bring it on gra- 
dually, Ttoldhis L ———p one E- 
venning, that I thought there might 
be fome occafion for our mutual Con- 
fidence in feveral things that might 
occur in the enfuing Treaty which would 
make it eafier to .the Plenipotentia--— 
ries, when they fhould come to meet,and 
that therefore it might not be amifs if he 
thought fit, to continue our Meetings, 
that perhaps feveral things might offer 
in fuch Conferences, which had not oc- 
curr’d to us before, which might be of 
equal Service, and from whence a good 
Iffue might be expected. 


He told me he was of the fame Mind, 
and indeed, had been often thinking to 
defire it of me, but jou Frenchmen, {ays he, 
ave the bappieft Men in the World, for your 
quick Conception of things,you [tart everygood 
thing before me; Ytold him 1 was more 
happy by far, in hitting fo fortunatly up- 
on what agreed with his Judgment,than 
in my. being a day or two before him in © 
time; why fays he, wature guraes us both 
in this Cafe, and going on with fome 

‘ Com; 
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Compliments, which I omit, / 4e, 
thefe Preliminaries are big with Miracles 
and Wonders, we may very well talk 
them all over again, let us begin with 
Spaz, {ays he, and the Weft-Indies: You 
fee what our Peers have told the Queen 
to day as their humble OPINION 
and ADVIC#H, (viz.) that no Peace 
can be fafe or honourable to Great- 
Britain or Europe, ii Spain and the We/f- 
indies are to be allotted to any Branch 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, and do you 
fee, added his Lordfhip, what Anfwer 
Her Majefty hath been obliged to give 
them. viz, That fhe fhould be forry 
any one could think fhe would not do 
her utmoft to recover Spaim and the Weft 
Indies from the Houfe of Bourban; Ire- 
plied, that I had feen nothing all this 
time, but what admitted ofa moft eafy 
Reply ; for tho’ it was true, that the 
Addrefs of their Peers had in it an Ap~ 
pearance of Significance: yet I had 
learnt fince I came to Exgland, that nei- 
ther Houfe acted in thofe Things any 
otherwife than as they were influenced 
by the Coatending Parties without ; 
And as that Advice and Opinion 
happened to be the Opinion and Advice 
now of Four Mes more than there were 
of the contrary Side then in the 
Houfe. So whenthere happened to be 
| Q 2 but 
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ut Five of the oppot fite 
Haute than there was that pay! fancy 
Would then give jult contrary Aavice 
meee - and that this took much 
‘om the Weighe of their Refolves : that 
new very well, that in the Chamber 
of Dep ies the fame Opinion and Aavice 
-ondemn’d by 126 Voices; that as 
to her Maj eft’s Anfwer, it might very 
well be agreed to by all honeit Men, and 
that 1 knew nothi ing more tothe Pur- 
pe fe, untefs her Ma; jetty had faid, That 
fe fhould be forry any one fbould think fhe 


a 


“| HAD NOT ALREADY done her utmoft 


to recover Spain out of the Hands of the 
Houfe of Bourbon , for my Lord faid J, 
Hus not all been done by WAR that could 
be done, and have we not beaten you out of 
Spain by a continued Series of Vi ictory, and 
are ye able to recover it again? The Qucew 


might well have fata that fhe had done. her 


Ute off b 


My Lord anfwer’d, that I ralk’d very 
Cavalierly of the War, but that it was 
not our Bufinets, after tle Confidence we 
had ufed with one another to enquire 
who had mott occafion to put an End to 
it: And taking me by the Hand and fha- 
king it, faid, That I know the King of 
France was as hard pre elt by the War, as 
the ~Miniltry. were by the Whigs, and 
that 
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that a Peace was neceffary to both,andit 
was both our Bufinefles to confider what 
was to be done. © My Lord, faid I, we 
fettled that Potat Ai ‘e, and little more 
can be faid, let the Pl. emlporentiar ies debate 
the Mediums : But tet us he gin with the other, 
and the main Heads that concern Ragland, 


fe ‘eparately, ana talk of them in Order, and 


well come to this again. I iaid this, be- 
caufe I defired earneftly to talk abo 
the Bufinefs of the Chevalier. Well, fays 


‘my Lord, I find yoware willing to put 
of the moft difficult Points to laft; 
where then will you begin ¢ 


T ai him, It hought we oughe to be- 
sin where the Articies began, ws. wit 

he Satisfaction to be given ‘her Mayje 

fty’s Perfon, in acknowledging her Ma- 
jelty’s Title to the Cro wn: And Lask’d 
him if they had sae “Form in which they 
would defire the King fhould dot it, that 
the King, I was fure,. would {tick at no- 
thing to oblige her Majefty. My Lord 
faid, Hi He did not fee any Thing need! a) 
in fuch a Cafe, but what was ulual 1 
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all fuch, viz. That her Majelty’s $ 


Name, Stilesand Titles be made ufe of 
in the Peace, and in alk Com midfions 
full Powers, Wi iting, Epitenmes 
Papers made ufe of in the ’ Freaty, wl 
mention was to be made o! 
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fon; that inthe mean time fhe fhall be 
formally treated with as Queen, and 
that as foon as the Peace is made, an 
Ambaflador Extraordinary fhall be fent 
to Congratulate her Acceffion to the 
Crown, and to own her in the Quality 
of Queen : And fays he, there’s another 
Thing that I believe the Queen will ex- 
pect, viz. That the Stile of King fhall 
not be given to the Chevalier. 


This was what I waited for, I told 
him immediately, -his Majefty would 
readily agree to all the Particulars he 
had mentioned, or any Thing elfe her 
Majefty defired ; that as to the Cheva- 
lier, the Title was nothing in thefe Parts 
of Europe, for the Title of a Family was 
frequently given toall the Children of 
that Family, tho’ the Eldeft only enjoy’d 
the Sovereignty or Pofleffion. But zow 
we are mentioning that unfortunate Branch 
of your Family. My Lord, faid I, What 
will her Majefty have us do in this Cafe, and 
how fhall we difpofe of him till her Ma- 
jelty pleafe to do him the Juftice fhe in- 
tends ? : | 


© 
He turned very briskly, and: asked 
me what I meant, and that I muft have 
a great Care what I faid upon that Sub- 
sect, for Sir, fays he, if you mention 
ee but 
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but his Name among the Miniftry, you 
will frighten them all out of their Wits. 
Why fo, my Lord, faid 1, they will, no 
doubt, do bim Fuftice after the Queen. I 
dont know but they might, if they had tt in 
their Choice, fays he, bat they are fo 
jealous of one another on that Head, that 
not one of them dares mention his Name. 


I told him, I was forry they were fo 
frighted at a thing which they knew ve- 
ry well how to reconcile; and that fee< 
ing they could not but know he mutt 
one Time or other be their Mafter, why 
fhould they not ftrive to Merit trom him. 
He told me very ferioufly, he thought 
they would never be thorowly eafy in 
England till it was fo, but at prefent it 
was the main Clamour which the Whigs 
made ufe of to inflame the People 
againft them; that the Thing was 


remote, the Queen a young Woman, , 


and might very well live ‘Twenty Years 
longer, and they had too much on their 
Hands to enter into any Difcourfe about 
‘Things of that Nature, that as 1 knew 
her Majefty’s Juftice would not permit 
her to fuffer any Injury to hira, which 
might be prevented , fo there might, no 
Queftion, feveral Mediums be found out 
to reconcile alt the Difficulties that other 


People thought fo great; thas the King, 
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of Fyanee would Contribute all his sood 
Of iccsto accommodate. that Matter to 
her M: ajelly’s Satisfaction,that her Royal 
Houfe might not be Extin@ while the 
Male Branch remained, nor her Crown 
be poflelt by. Strangers when a Na- 
tive, beloved by her. People, and who 
merited to be beloved PY all the World, 
was rem aining, and that his Majelty 
hoped the Queen would not defire him 
to indoad the only Son of her dear Fa- 
ig vh : had recommended him fo ear- 

ALY t¢ to the Protection of Frazce on his 


feem’d a little furprifed at my Dif- 
; androld me, he did forefee that 
valier mu{ft be named in the 
, and that for Form fake, there 
be feveral Demands about him. [ 
ered, that it was impoflible to make 
ty without naming him, and he 
t forefee how they could do lefs 
blige the King of France to re- 
move. him.out of es Dominions; and 
that therefore, if he might offer his 
Opinion in private, it would be, that 
the Chevalier fhould, on pretence of a 
yourney, ‘Lravel into fome Parts of the. 
~OUUTTIES adjol ning a Fra ance, and take 
that occafion to be abfent from Franie 
ithe time mee Tr reaty, as if he refi- 
] ~hoice in fuch Country. i 
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I told him, I hoped what ever they 
expected of the King for Form fake, 
they would hearken to fome Medium 
in Behalf of the Right of that Prince, 
whom the Laws of God and Nature 
had made a King from his Cradle. 


He replied, that he was very glad to 
hear me talk of fuch Mediums, for he 
forefaw the King of fvamce would be 
obliged not fo much to abandon the Che- 
valier, as to acknowledge the Succeffion 
of the Crown inthe Houfe of Hazover, 
as it was mentioned in the fecond Preli- 
minary; and he beg’d me to tell him 
what Mediums could be found out. 


I ask’d his Lordfhip, if his Demand 
was only to héar what I had to oder, 
or whether it was a fincere Intention to 
accept of Propofals for accommodating 
the Intereft of the Chevalier after the 
Queen. He proteited to me, that he 
fhould be glad to have the Crown de- 
fend into the right Line, and that he 
believed the Nation would be moft ef- 
fectually fettled by fuch a Thing, efpe- 


cially it the Chevalier would accept of 


the Advice of fome of his beft Friends 
asto his future Conduct. 
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I anfwered, That there needed no 
more than that a fecret Article fhould 
be made by the Queen, to difingage the 
King from all the Obligations of fuch 
Agreements upon fuch fubfequent Occa- 
fionsas might happen,and a Declaration 
from her Majefty, that all the Engage- 
ments the King fhould enter into.in the 
Treaty of Peace, fhould be fo under- 
ftood by the Queen. ~ 


He anfwered, That he durft not fay 
the Queen would Sign fuch a Declarati- 
on, but he durft engage the Queen 
would declare by Word of Mouth to 
him before the Treaty was begun, that. 
fhe would be fatisfied to underitand the 
Treaty in fuch a manner, and that when 
ever the difcharged the King from it, 
the Obligation on him as to the Recog~ 
nition af the Succeffion fhould ceafe. 


I'told him, I did not queftion but the 
King would-accept of a Verbal Decla- 
ration,and the rather becaufe I told him, 
we were all thorowly fatisfied her Ma-- 
jefty would do the Chevalier Juttice at 
laft, if not in her Life-time; nay, I was 
perfwaded if other Obligations did not 
hinder, Lbelicved her Majefty was fo 
good a Chriftian, as not to poffefs the 


Rights 
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Right of her Brother one Hour, if fhe 
were but to hear what the King her Fa- 
ther faid of iton his Death-Bed. Here 
I told him what I had heard the Abbor 
‘Gualtier had undertaken todo, and how 
I was prefled to offer at the fame. 


My Lord feemed furprifed at what I 
faid, and returned, that for his Part he 
fhould be glad to fit by and hear the 
Abbot Harangue upon that Head, and 
he durft anfwer for the Queen that 
fhe would give him a_ very perti- 
nent Anfwer: But that he durft not 
undertake to perfwade the Queen to 
Demit and fet up the Chevalier: Be- 
fides, he faid, the Queen under- 
ftood the Affairs of Evrope much het- 
ter than fo; that it was Peace and an 
- End of fhedding Blood that her Majefty 
defired, whereas fuch a Thing as this 
would not only kindle a new Fire of 
War in Europe, but remove it from fo- 
reign Countries and bring it into 
her. own, and tothe Gates, of, her 
Palace. | | 


I acknowledge this Difcourfe had 
Weight in it, but I was. not willing 
to own it to him, becaufe I was unwil- 
ling to give up the Intereft of the Che- 
valier on any Accouns, and HIEGPONS 
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told him, that as to a new War, it was 


molt certain, that as the King my Ma- 
fier had carried on this long War to fuch 


a Degree againft all the Confederates: + 


? 


fo he defired no Man to put an End to 
it, if he could have Great Britain draw 
a Sword againft them too, 


Ffe fmiled at my Difcourfe, and told 


me, That he found I did not underftand 
him, that I miftook when I talk’d of the 
Queen, turning all her Forces, és. that 
nothing was fo fure as that, fhould the 
Queen offer at it, fhe would have no 
Forces, that all her Officers, Army .and 
Navy would Revolt’ from her as one 
Man; and ask’d me if 1 thought the 
Queen had forgot the Fate of her Fa- 
ther. ae aa 


I confefs he filenced me with thofe 
Reflections, and I ftood mute for a while, 
but not willing to drop the Difcourfe, I 
mentioned again the Power of the King 
my Matter,  Aonfieur, faid he, Speak xo 
more of that, you know it is Peace, not a 
wew War tat the King your Majfter aims 
at; our Miftre/s defires it; but your Ma- 
fler really wants it, at leaf? he does not want 
torunisto-a new War: Remember that his 
Attempt againfi the seneral rifing of this 
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Nasiow againft Kjng James, brought the firft 
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War upon him, which he had. his Hands 
fallof. Even then when his Wealth was 
unexhaufted, his Kingdoms flourifhing, 
his Strength unbroken, and his Troops 
efteemed the Beft in the World; fhould 
fuch a Turn happen’ here again, and 
the Duke of Havover come in here 
by a War, by which this Kingdom, 
which is now enclin’d to befriend him, 
would be a-new inflam’d againit him, [ 
question whether France might not be 
yuined. 


My Lord, faid 1, the Propofal is the 
‘Abbot Gualtiers, I fappofe you wil hear of 
it in Publick, I confefs, I do not think st 
very Praiticable, tho’ I wilh it were other- 
wife. 


I entreated him then toconfider what 
might be done, and to {peak to the 
Queen about it. He told me, that 
he did not fee room to do any Thing at 
prefent, for that no Body could, or durft 
{peak a Word about it, and indeed he 
could not fee it was proper fo much as 
to mention it to the Queen. 
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f replied, That certainly the Queen 
@ould not be fo often talking of thofe 
Things, but fhe muft fometime or other 
mention her Brother; and that I 
thought nothing could be more Apropo 
than toask her Majefty what her Plea- 
fure was on that Head, and how fhe 
would pleafe to have him difpofe of 
himfelf. 


He told me, That tho’ it was true, 
that this feem’d Reafonable and Natural 
upon any fuch Occafion, yet he knew 
not whether it could be done or not; 
however, that he. would wait fuch an 
Opportuaity as might prefent, and let 
me know what was the Iffue. 


_ We had no Meeting after this for five 
or fix Days, except once, when Compa- 
ny prevented any private Difcourfe, on- 
ly my Lord took an Opportunity juft at 
taking his Leave, to fay, He had thoaght 
much of what we difcourfed laft, and 
that he believed fomething would be 
done in it; But two Daysafter, he fent 
a Servant to tell me, that if I pleafed 
to Sup with him in Private, he fhould 
be glad to fee me at Eight a Clock, I 
went accordingly ; and we were in Pri- 
vate indeed, not a Servant being admit- 
ted 
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ted to us, but one that waited while we 
eat: After Supper, my Lord told me, he 
had met with an unexpected Opportu- 
nity of mentioning to the Queen what I 
had recommended to him about the Che- 
valier, and that the Manner was divert- 
ing. He. told me, he had the Honour 
to be drinking Tea in the. Apartment 
of a certain Lady, very near the Queen, 
and that as the Difcourfe every where 
was upon thefe new Preliminaries, fo 
much more was it fo there, and that 
the Lady began very freely with him 
upon that Head: And Sir, fays he to me, 
I think you {bould have bad a Conference 
with her on this Subject, for by my Faith, 
the Women dare fay any thing. 


I was mighty earneft to hear the Par- 
ticulars, and begg’d his Lord{fhip would. 
be pleas’d to let me into the Introducti- 
on, as well as into the Story it felf: 
He told me he would do fo at large, 
and then went on thus. 


Why, ays be, fhe beganwith me, thus, 
My Lord, fays the, I cannot make out thefe 
dark Things you call Preliminaries for my 
Life, I wifh you would read me a Lecture 
of Politicks upon them 


Lord 
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Lord Madam, {aid I, you are a better Po- 
litician than I. Not I, fays fhe, I cannot. 
underfiand them, I am all in the Dark 
about them. Well Madam, faid 1, bat cane 
not your Ladylbip be content to fiay a little 
till they explain themfelves. She return- 
ed Laughing, We Women, jou know, my 
Lord, love to come to the Eclairiciffe 
ment. 


Well Madam, faid 1, bat what is it that 


you are lo much in the Dark about, where is 


your Difficalty ? 


Here fhe fpoke foftly, Why, what, 
fays fhe, do you intend to do with the 
PRETENDER, fo, Sir, you know he 
is call’?d among our People, and fome- 
times by thofe who are not his worit 
Enemies, efpecially if Company pre- 
fents ? 


I was furprifed, you may be fure, to 
hear her put fuch a bold Queftion, and 
fo publickly too, for there was three La- 
dies more at the Tea-Table, but they 
were all Friends ’tis true, and all of the 
Family. 


‘Madam, fays 1; what can we do with 
him? 
Well, 
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Well, but, fays fhe, I fee no Article 


about hin in the Preliminaries , I hope yow 
have feccured Things there. 


This look’d very oddly, for I knew 
that Lady was none of his Enemy, and 
therefore I anfwered her accordingly ; 


Madam, faid 1, you fee the Succeffion is to 


be acknowledged as by the prejent Settlement. 
She found I fpoke Ambiguoufly, and fhe 
put it home to me; J know, fays fhe; 
how you would have the People under ftand ity 
but I hope you understand it as I do. 


Madam, faid I, you cannot think, bur that 
by the prefent Settlement, the whole World 
ander ftands the Settlement of the Succeffior 
in the Houfe of Hanover. 


Does the whole World underftand it fe 
faid fhe. 


We ave to fappofe they do, {aid I: 


Come, Come, my Lord, faid fhe again, 
neither you nor 1 underftand it fo, befides ma 
2) honeft People that you and I know, She 
went on then and told me, fhe thought I 
need not have been fo fhy of what I 
faid,by which I knew my Company And 
replied, thatI was far from being fhy; 

5 R bus 


ee eee et i a = 
” Sas Ta ree Maas lad LO RA PEW TV OTT GT ROE 2 aa ERT OS FORCES ONE AE FORTE TT SEY OPA TI 
s = == 


ss : ay oa 
" hy a a Zz a = == = = 
enelicleal EE ae 2 See eS 


rk 


but that whatever was our Defire,ot 
whatever, Thoughts we had of that Per- 
fon and of his Affairs, I, did not fee it 
poffible, 2 Things flood, to do any thing 
for him, or to introduce any Claufe in 
the Treaty in his Favour. JI told ber, fhe 
knew how we were ftated, and ‘how 
Vigilent the Whigs were to lay hold of 
every Opportunity to Charge us with 
favouring his Intereft, and I did not fee 
it poflible to avoid Articling againft him 
in the ftrongeft Terms. She confeft we 
had Reafon for that Part, and fhe was 
of my Mind, but fhe thought there 
might be fome private Agreement made 
to ferve his Intereft z# Petto ; and that 


as all Agreements were to be made be- 


tween the Queen and the King of France, 
they might by mutual Confent diffolve 
the Obligation of thofe Agreements 
whenever they pleafed, declaring them 
now to be fo underftood, as that they 
fhould bind no longer than $O or SO? 
This, (be faid, was taking away all Re- 
Beth of breaking Articles on either 
Side. 


This was fo near what you, Sir, had 
propofed to me, faid he, that I began 
to think whether you had been confer- 
ing Notes with her or not, tho’ I believe 
you had not. 
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{told her, I thought that was ftrains 
mg fome Points, which Princes that re« 
gard their Parole of Honour could noe 
pafs over, and that it was no more than 
a Mental Refervation in Difcourfe. She 
infifted that 1 was wrong,that the Agree 
ment was juft, becaufe Mutual and not 
Conceal’d from one another. 


Treplied, I would not Difpute a Thing 
which I had fo much Inclination to 
have true; but I did not fee how this 
would anfwer his End. She faid, ic 
might not jas then, but that hereafter 
it might; 


- But what will you do in the mean 
Time, fays fhe warmly, will ye drive him 
about the World like a Vagabond, will you 
oblige the King of France to abandon 
him and do nothing for him, and you 
at the fame Time ruin him here too, 
what, muft he Per#fb, will you have the 
Queen ftarve her own Brother. 


I began to be a little in Earneft with 
her at this, I told her, I did not think 
fhe-was fo ferious as [ found fhe was, 
that I believed fhe was fatisfy’d I was 
for ftarving no Body, but fhe alfo knew 
on what ticklifh Terms we ftood in 
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Exoland, and te our Enemies wanted 
nothing to. bring the Mob about us,but to 
be able to fay, we Were now bringing in 
the Pretender, or Acting, for the: Pre- 
tender; That fhe could not but fee they 
faid fo already at all Adventures, whe- 
ther true or falfe; but if they were 
able to prove it, all was undone. 


Lord, fays fhe, half merrily, half fe- 
rioully, What a parcel of States Men her 
Majesty. has here’ Why, ts no wonder the 
Dae is fo frighted, every now and then 


at the Whigs, when you are ah fo | 
Hearted, 


Madam, faid I, you don’t know what it | 
4s to fof into the Hapa: of the Whigs, you | 
know they ave People thas NEVER FORs 
GIVE. | | 

Well, my Lord, I fee you are all afraid 
of being called to Ge Account by the Whigs. 
If ever the young Gentleman does come 
here, as I don’t queftion buthe will, I 
hope he will call you all to Account for 
a parcel of ——— 


I took this for a Jeft, tho’ I found the | 
was in Harneft enough, and therefore | 
added Laughing, Cowards and Defecters, 
you were going to. fay. Madam, you had ab 
g00a 
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good have {poken it out, perhaps we fbould 
not be {uch Cowards, if the Queen would be 
advifed, 


Here fhe turned her Jefting way im- 
mediately into a ferious and warm Dif- 
courfe, which was really very Pertinent 
to the Subject, but is too long to re- 
peat. 


Here my Lord made as if he would 
have broken off the Difcourfe, but I 
beg’d him to go on; I told him, this 
Difcourfe was Effential to what [had in 
Commiffion, that I could not but infitt 
uponit, that his Lordfhip would be fo 
{ree with me as to Communicate it. 


Why, fayshe, zt 7s impoffible to repeat her 
Difcourfe, befides the Queen came in and ine 
bervupted ts. 


_. This made me more eager to know 
the Particulars of their Difcourfe, and I 
preft him as much as good Manners 
would permit,when on a fudden he turn- 
ed about, I think, fays he, I mult bring 
you and my Lady ———= together and 
fee what you can make of it, fhe will 
tals as freely of it as you wan Defire, for 
\ ; 
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my Part, Lave afraid [o much as to talk t 


my felf of te 


1 anfwered, I would be infinitely obli- 
ged tohim to introduce me to fuch a 
Lady, as by his Charaéter of her, ¥ 
found. fhe was, and efpecially being one 
near the Queen too ; but I beg’d of him, 
neverthelefs, to go on a little further 
with the Story, efpecially becaufe he 
had mentioned that the Queen came 
into the Converfation, he told me he 
would oblige me as far as he'could, but 
that he could not remember it all ; but 
that when he {poke of the Qucen’s be- 
ing advifed, fhe refle&ted ferioufly on 
their not advifing the Queen, that they 
might be fure the Queen expeéted they 
fhould make that Matter eafy to her as 
well as other Things; That the Queen 


faw them all fo frighted about the 
Whigs calling them to an Account, that 
it made her cha nge the Miniftry. They 
repreiented the Whigs to the Queen as 
2 moit contemptible Party, who they 
were able to overthrow in every Thing; 
and now on a fudden they were afraid’ 
of the very Shadow of them ; that 
there was not a Man among the whole - 
MMinuiry buc my Lord Treafurer, that 
ever {poke a Cheerfal Word to the 


~ Queen, 


(ei). 7 
Queen, that they ought to know 
she was a Woman.as well as a So- 
vereign, andthat if they were nocable 
to fupport what they had underta- 
ken, they ought to tell her fo honeitly, 
that fhe might find other Hands that 
underf{tood their Bufinefs better. 


That in the new Articles there feem’d 
nothing digefted, and they feem’d to 
_ have left Things fo much to the Ple- 
nipotentiaries, that they had not found 
fo much as a Scheme for them to Act up- 
on, for Example in this Cafe of the Che- 
valier: When ever the Queen enquired 
about it, all the Anfwer the could get 
was, that they put it off from one to 
another, one knew nothing of it, and 
another knew nothing of it; and if ever 
their Opinion was feperately ask’d, 
every one always anfwered for himfelf, 
that he did not know what to advife; 
that he durft not talk of it, that it was 
a dangerous Point to {peak of, and fuch 
Stuff, as that fhe wonder’d what Men 
of Council, andi State Wifdom as they 
all pretended to be, could Anfwer a 
Queen in fuch a manner, that by the 
Preliminaries fhe found he was to be 
’ forgotten, and not fo much as named, 
but we might depend upon it he fhould 
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be named in the Treaty;and if the Pleni- 
potentiaries were not inftructed how to 
A&, he would be left at the Mercy of the 
Dutch, or indeed of his worft Enemies, 
be Starved, or Murther’d, or worfe: 
And fhe added aloud, Can you think, my 
Lord, bit that the Queen has many Thoughts 
of this kind, can fhe be eafy to have you Mur- 
ther ber Brother ? 


Juft as fhe had named the Word 
BROTHER, the Queen came into 
the Place ; What, fays the Queen, are 
you always talking Politicks. 


Lord Madam, fays fhe merrily, here’s 
my Lord ——- naming me to the Queen, 
turned Whig. I cannot think that, fays 
the Qveea. He is turned Cruel and 
Barbarous, replies fhe, amd that I think is 
40 be aWhig. | 


What is the Matter, fays the Queen ? 


Nay Madam, it is all before your Maje- 
fhy, lays the, their new Preliminaries here 
have been the Difpute, Ftell my Lord, 
They are fo Worded, that they will neither 
det your Majefly do any thing for a cer- 
tain Perfoa, or do tt themfelves, I fupe 
poe they would be rid on kim at any Price; 


* 
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I wifh they would tell your Majefty what yous 


are to do with him. . 


Says the Queen, I caw never get one 
of them fo much as to {peak of him, or to 
Anjiver me a Queftion about him, and I don’t 
prefs them, but I hope they will do as becomes 
thet. 


_ Treply’d prefently to my Lady, rot 
mentioning any thing of what the Queen 
had faid; Madam, you Complain of the 
Minifirys doing nothing in that Affatr, per- 
haps you do not know what is offered at by fome 
Perfons at this very Time. 


Not I, indeed, fays fhe, al Things are i 
folock’d up with my Lara Trea/urer, that we 1 ee 
hear nothing; my Lord is incommuanicable, 
all the Queen her felf knows from him, Ms 
amounts to little more, than that in General ' 
all Things go well, and be eafy, Madam, be 
eal. 


Madam fays I, turning tothe Queen, My 
your Majefty knows Monfieur 14 — is iy 
till in Town, he defires nothing more i 
than to talk freely of this Matter ; and ‘ 
eit 1S true, as my Lady fays, that ul 
the Miniftry are all afraid of meddling ih 
with it; he fays, he has fomething of st 
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very great Importance to offer about it, 
and thinks it hard, that after the Preli- 
minaries are fettled with him, no Body 
will give him Audience onthe reft. T 
think if your Majefty pleafes to hear it, 
my Lady ~— would be the beft Plenipo- 
tentiary in fuch an Affair; PU bring 
Monf.——— to wait on her. With all my 
Heart, fays my Lady—— if the Queen 
will give me leave, I won't be fo much 
afraid, as all you Politicians are, that you 
dare neither {peak nor hear, 


I think, fays the Queen, there can be 
#0 Flarm in this, any more than in the Pree 
ltminartes, to hear what they offer. 


Thus, Sir, we broke up our Difcourfe, 
and I thought I did youa Service you 
would be pleafed with; and I doubt © 
not the next TimelI fee her, fhe will ask 
if I have brought you and where you 
are, for fhe is mighty willing to talk of 
the Bufinefs. bie 


I told him he had done me a great 
deal of Juftice, in faying that I defired 
nothing more chan to talk freely of that 
Affair; and feeing the Women had fo 
inuch more Courage than the Men, I 
thould be as glad of a Bemale Plenipo- 
tentiary 
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tentiary as of any other, and only de- 
fired the Favour to be called to a Con- 
ference as foonas poffible, for that the 
Time drew near whenI muft be gone, 
his Majefty having done me the Ho- 
nour to Name me for one of the Pleni- 
potentiaries at the approaching Treaty 
at Utrecht. 


He feem’d furpriz’d at that, and ask- 
ed me if I gave him leave to let the Queen 
know it, adding, that he was fure ic 
would be very agreeable to her Majefty, 
J told him, I would always be glad to 
acquaint her Majefty with every thing 
that would pleafe her, and that he might 
affure her Majefty the King had done 
me that Honour, on Condition that it 
was acceptable to the Queen of England; 
fo that Thad her Majetty’s Approbation 
to ger to my Commiffion, betore it would 
pafs: This made it neceffary to let his 
Lordfhip know, that I had been private- 
Jy with the King, which a little furpri- 
fed him, my Stay having been fo fhort, 
that he hardly mifs’d me, 


He then told me, that he began now 
indeed to think, what he had no Notion 
of before, viz. ThatI had fomething of 
Importance ftill to offer. 1 antwered, ' 
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had fo, but that I would be very frec 
with him, it related wholly to the Affairs 
ofthe Court of St. Germans, that I would 
not offer to Difcourfe with any one but 
himfelf, if he would enter intothat Point 
with me, but that if hechofeto refer me 
fe any one elfe, I would be directed by 
im. 


He replied, that he was in Barneft in 
naming the Lady to me, for that 
in Truth for his own Part he did not 
care to venture; and as for the Women 
they feared no Body, and that feeing I 
was willing, he would bring us together 
ina Day ortwo. And he added, this I 
can affure you, that what you fay there, 
will be fooneft and with moft Advantage 
convey’d to the Queen, nay, perhaps, 
fays he,you may fometimes fee the Queen 
her felf on that Occafion, | 


It was not long after this, that he 
carried me to Court, where I follow’d 
himthro’ feveral Appartments; at laft we 
were {topt, by the Queen’s happening to 
be pafling out of her withdrawing Room 
into her Clofet, we paid our Comple- 
ments, and paft on, at length we came 
into a Room where was a Table by the 
Pire, anda large eafy Chair, and a Ta- 
bie at another Side of the Room with 
fe | | two 
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two Candles and fome loofe Cards: jf 
found afterwards this was the Lady’s A- 
partment that I was tomeet, that there 
had been fome Ladies at Play, but that 
the Queen had comein, and the Ladies 
wereall fled; that the Queen had fat by 
the Fire fome time after, and was juit 
come away when we met her. 


‘The Lady I was to meet with,it feems, 
was with the Queen; but both the 

ueen and fhe too feeing my Lord 
and another Perfon with him going on, 
fhe came back to us and found us in her 
Chamber. 


When her Ladyfhip was come into 
the Room; My Lord —— I found, paid 
her great Refpect, which tho’ ic gave me 
no light into her Name or Quality, yet 
it imported that fhe was a Perfon fit for 
me to talk with, after fome Difcourfe be- 
tween them, he prefented me to her, and 
told her, this was the Gentleman he 
had told her Lady fhip of, and that-I was 
in Commiffion from the King of France, 
fo that fhe might put Confidence in all 


that I fhould fay: that fhe knew what’ 


Subject we were to talk upon; that the 
. Court of St Germans were very anxious 
about the Share they fhould have in 
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Negotiations that were on Foot as te 
the Chevalier. 


He es ane to fay more when fhe 
interrupted him, Pray, my Lord, do not 


Call him by that barbarous Name, call him 


any Thing but that, and Pretender. 


Well Madam, faidhe, Pll call him by no 
Name that {ball offend you ; but I cannot talk 
of him at all, I refer it all to this Honours 
able Perfow and your felf. 


With that fhe turned to me, andtold 
me fhe fhould be very glad of a little 
Dilcourfe upon that Head. LORD, faid 
fhe, thee Politick People are fo fhie one of 
another, they are frighted at Shadows, 
for my Part I fear nothing, fays fhe, Vil 
hear what ever you can fay, Sir, and do 
what ever I can for him: Call him what 
jou wil, added fhe, i be not the Queen's 
Brother, I know him by that Name, and no 
other: And with this fhe made me fit 
down. 


Being thus entred upon Difcourfe, 
my Lord withdrew among fome Ladies 
who were playing at Cards in the nexe 
Room, and I found my felf left alone 
with my Lady —— 

Here 
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Here I was at fome Lofs how to break 
my Defign, but fhe let me foon know 
that fhe expected no Ceremony. Sir, 
faid fhe, I know your CharaGter, what 
you have been doing here, and have been 
always with the Queen when my Lord 
-—— has given her Majefty an Account 
of the private Difcourfes you two have 
had, for this is the Room where the 
Queen always retired to hear it ; with 
tins fhe related feveral Branches of our 
Difcourfe, which convinced me, that 
what fhe faid was true. 


Whereupon rifing up and making her 
avery low Bow, I told her I had had 
the Honour of a great deal of Difcourfe 
in Confidence with my Lord, as I per- 
ceived fhe knew, that he always told 
me, that what I Communicated to him, 
he always laid before the Queen, asT on 
the other Hand had done the like to the 
King ; that it was the true End of our 
Confidence mutually to ferve our re{pe- 
Ctive Sovereigns, and to bring them to 
thofe Terms of Peace and Friendfhip, 
which they both defired,and that I hop’d 
we fhould have the Succefs we defired ; 
but that I had a fecret Commiffion which 
T'was very loth to Communicate to any 


but fuch as his Lordfhip fhould think 
pro- 
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proper, and that it was for this End I 
was introduced to her Ladyfhip, and de. 
fired to knowif fhe required meto fhew 
my Credentials. 


No, by no means, Sir, faid fhe, Tam 
no Plenipotentiary , but I know the 
meaning is, that we fhould tall of that 
poor ditrefs’d Branch of the Royal 
Blood that isin Exile in your Country, 
We are very anxious about him. 


Madam, {aid I, the Sum of what I have 
in Commiffion is this, That the King my 
Mafter would be glad toknow, what is her 
Mayjefty’s Pleafure to have done ia this 
Cafe. 


Lord, faid fhe, we ave at the greateft lofs 
imaginable, we muft not appear to have the 
leaft Concern about him, we know the Whigs 
mil oblige us to pufb at his Deftruttion, if pof- 
fiele. 


But Madam, faysI, the King hopes you 
won’t go fuch a length. 


Upon this fhe drew a little Table 
which ftood by her nearer to me, and 
defired me to fic down, and with an Air 


of moft obliging Freedom told me, sa 
e. 
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fhe was very glad to have an Opportuni- 
ty to Converfe with me upon this Affair, 
that indeed it was a tender Subject, and 
the Minifters were afraid to fpeak of it, 
even to the Queen her felf; but that if 
I thought fit to Communicate to her 
what I had in Charge upon that Head, 
fhe would afflure me fhe would not be 
fo fhy of it. 


I told her that I had no Inftructions 
to propofe, becaufe the King was now to 
receive his Meafures from her Majefty, 
being refolv’d to Actas the Queen fhould 
direct. 


She an{wered, that was putting hard 
upon her Mayefty, that the Queen could 
do nothing in his Favour, as things f{tood; 
but that ic was hoped the King of France 
- might find out fome way to Act in his 
Behalf, if not now, at leait hereafter. 


I told her, that muft be according as 
they bound him, or left him free, by the 
Treaty ; and therefore as the King was 
fincerely willing to ferve the Chevalier 
to his uttermott, as Occafion fhould pre- 
fent, fothe Bufinefs for her Ladyship and 
I to negotiate, was to fee if poffible, that 
the King might fic loofe in that Article, 
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or at leaft that no Obligation might be 
laid upon him, but what her Majefty 
might hereafter acquit him of. 


She told me I muft not ask any thing 
of the Queen that her Majefty could not 
erant. 


I anfwered, That I would not wil- 
lingly do fo, but that [I thought as all 
the Articles which concerned the Suc- 
ceffion to her Majelty’s Dominions, were 
properly a Capitulation with her felf on- 
ly ; it was in her Majelty of right to li- 
mit the Extent of the Obligation, and 
to declare how far they fhould or fhould 
not be binding upon Framce after her 
Death. 


She told me, fhe was fully of my Mind, 
but that fhe feared the Queen would not 
be brought to give any fuch Explanati- 
on to that Article, or to figm any fuch 
Declaration under her Hand by any 
Means. 


Ltold her, there appeared to me no 
other Way than one of thefe two, either 
that the Articles which fhould oblige the 
King to acknowledge the prefent Settle- 
ment, fhould be made fo, as not to bind 
the 
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the King beyond her Majefty’s Perfon, 
and the Term of her Life, or that fome 
fecret Explanatory Article fhould be en- 
tered into,to fettle the Matter, foas that 
at her Majefty’s Deceafe, France might 
beat Liberty to Act as should be conve= 
nient. She replied, thefe were difficule 
Points; however she would take a little 
Time to think of them, and that we 
might meet again ina Day or two Uup- 
on them, which I fubmitted to, and 
took my leave: The Lady calling my 
Lord —— who was L’ introducteur a’ Am- 
baffadeurs for that Time, to go out with 
me. 


About three Days after, my Lord— 
fent to me again ; and when I came to 
him, he told me the Lady defired to 
{peak with me again upon the old Af- 
fair; fo 1 went dire€tly wath him, and 
found her all alone waiting on pur- 
pofe for me; we fat down to Difcourfe 
with very little Ceremony. My L—— 
withdrawing as before; she began very 
frankly with telling me, that she knew 
I had but very little Time here, that 
the Affair we had to Difcourfe of was, 
in her Opinion, brought into a very nar- 
row Compafs; and that our Debate re- 
lated to two ‘Things, which she fum- 


med up thus. 
S$ 2 1. That 
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i. Thata Treaty being abfolutely necef- 
fary tobe fet on Foot to reftore Peace 
to the two Kingdom,whofe Interefts - 
were not now efteem’d fo remote, as 
they were formerly thought to be. It 
would follow, that for the Satisfa- 
ction of the People, and ofthe Allies 
abroad, the King fhould be requi- 
red in the Queen’s Name, to aban- 
don her Brother and his Intereft, 
on pretence of adhering to the Suc- 
ceflion as it was now Hftablish’d. 


2. That neverthelefs this feeming to 

abandon the faid Intereft, was to 
a a be fo underftood, that the King 
Hees should not be obliged, in cafe of her 
i Majefty’s Deceafe, not to ufe his 
Endeaveurs for the placing the faid 
yi Prince on his Father’s Throne, to 
Wi which he had an undoubted Right. 
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We join’d immediately in granting 
that this was the Cafe, but how this In- 
Wd terpretation of the faid Claufe of aban- 
fat doning the Chevalier fhould be made Au- 
A thentick, remain’d a Difficulty ; I faid 

Ht it muft be referred to the Treaty, and 
that if poffible the Claufe for abandon- 
wag should be made fo fafe, that 
his. 
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his Majefty might not be obliged to har- 
der Terms of that kind than need muft, 
and that the Plenipotentiaries fhould be 
inftructed accordingly. 


Ichen ask’d her if I fhould have the 
Honour to hear how Things went on 
here, what might be the Refolutions 
taken in that Cafe, and what Conditi- 
ons might be granted, which I told her 
would be of great Ufe to me, becaufe 
the King had done me the Honour to 
Name me to be one of his Plenipotenti- 
aries at the Treaty. | 


She Complemented me upon the Ho- 
nour Ihadreceiv’d,and faid fomevery fine 
Things to me upon that Head, which } 
receiv’d with a due Acknowledgment 
of her Goodnefs, and ask’d her if fhe 
would do me the Honour,to give meleave 
to Communicate to her Ladyship whae 
fhould pafs on this Occafion, and receive 
her Inftructions. She told me, with all 
her Heart, fhe fhould be glad to Corre- 
fpond, and that fhe would give me a 
Key to write to herby, and that her Let- 
ters fhould be enclofed to Monfieur,who 
belonged to the Embafly, and would nog 
failto be there. 
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Bat, Sir, faid fhe, there remains one 
Thing, which I think may be prefently dij- 
courjed of ; Whereupon fhe propofed a 
Difficulty, which fhe faid, I might for 
ought fhe knew refolve beforehand: There 
ws no queftion, fays fhe, but they will oblige 
the King to remove him out of France, or 
as the ufual Termis, out of his Majefty’s 
Dominions ; wow where, faid fhe, will jou 
feud him? 


Yanfwered, That I made no quefti- 
on but that fhe had fomething to offer 
upon that Head, becaufe fhe propofed 
the Queftion: She protefted fhe had not, 
that fhe had been mufing and revolving 
all the Countries in the World in her 
Thoughts, and could not think ofa Place 
for him, where it was. convenient 
he fhould: go, or where it would be 
toilerable to his Friends to have him re- 
fide, fhe did not doubt but thé Plenipo- 
tentiaries would determine the Place. 


{told her, I was furprifed to hear her 
{peak of it in fuch a manner, that it 
was contrary to the Practice, that the 
Ulage of Nations and National Treaties 
left no Precedent for it; that if the King 
of France be obliged by the Treaty to 
abane 
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don the Chevalier, it muft .be in fome 
Form like this, (véz.J That he fhall 
oblige him to depart his Dominions ; 
that this was enough; that they had 
no Bufinefs to enquire whither he went; 
it was hardship enough to bid him go; to 
do the other, was to take him Prifoner 
and Banifh him to a particular Place, 
which was not in the Nature of the 
Thing, it could neither be ask’d or grant- 
ed, nor could I fee any Reafon to think 
that the Confederates would meddle 


with it. 


She feem’da little fatisfied with whatI 
had faid upon that Head, but offered ta 
put it to me to Name a Place where I 
would propofe his Refidence. told her 
that I chotfght it was needlefs to Propofe, 
feeing Nature would dictate, and the 
Chevalier was not fo void of Council as 
not. to refolve to be as neat Prance as 
poffible he might be; that after the 
Peace was made, there would be feve- 
ral Countries, whither he might retreat, 
whofe Princes would be fufficiently in 
the Intereft of France to fecure his Per= 
{on from Danger, and where he might 
have handfome Ufage.. | 
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She feem’d very anxious about it, and 
faid fhe would not have him too remote, 
for that there would certainly be a fud- 
den Occafion for him in England one 
Time orother. J told her, I hoped fo, 
and that I would be glad to Contribute 
to his Service on any Occafion. We can 
only lay Foundations for it now, fays fhe, 
but without thofe Foundations, and unlefs 


they are laid now, we fall be undone wher 
te Funiture happens, 


She preft me thento Name any Place 
where he might Refide-upon the Suppo- 
ition of the King’s being obliged by the 
‘Treaty to abandon him and remove him 
out of France, I told her, naming Places 
by way of Advice to him, "might do, 
but not as from the King, That the Ele- 
Ctor of Cologa, the Duke of Lorrain, the 
King of Swedex in his Dutchy of Deux 
Ponts, any of thefe might afford him a 
fafe Retreat, if he found himfelf oblig’d 
to quit France, and that he was within 
three or four Days riding of Parés, if any 
Emergency required his Return to 
Court, and there was no doubt but that 
tho’ the King would not be obliged to 
point thofe Places out to him ; yetif he 
Was willing to go to any of them, the 
King 
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King would ufe his Intereft with thofe 
Princes to receiveand entewain him. If 
affured her that the King my Mafter was 
fo far from defiring toput any Difficulties 
or Hardships upon him, that the Reafon 
and End of my prefent Negotiation was, 
that it might not be required of his Ma- 
jefty at the Treaty by the Queen’s A~ 
gents; and that Things might be made 
as eafy as poflible,it being not doubted by 
the King that the Chevalier would foon- 
er or later be call’?d by Heaven to the 
Poffeffion of his Legal Right to the Brz- 
ti/b Crown, or that it was her Majelty’s 
Defire he fhould after her Deceafe enjoy 
it in the beft manner poflible. She feem- 
ed very well pleafed with my Difcourfe, 
tilll came to {peak of the Queen and of 
her Concern in this Affair, when fhe en- 
tered into a very handfome Difcourfe 
with me upon that Head. 


She told me, that what ever I {aid upon 
ethis Subject, fhe took as if it came from 
the King’s own Mouth, by whom, fle 
faid, fhe knew I was’ intrufted in that 
Affair, and if I pleafed to give equal 
Credit to what fhe should fay to me, it 
' would give the more Weight to what 
we should Conclude. J bow’d, and af- 
fured her, ‘That whilltt lhad the Honour 
to 


we” 
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to wait on her Ladyship, I took my felf 
to be at an Audience with the Queen, 
that I knew well enough this wasa Cafe 
in which the Queen her felf could not 
{peak with opennefs toany one: That I 
took it to be the unhappinefs of fome 
prefent Circumftances in the Ezglifb Go- 
vernment, which made it fo, and that 
I could not fuppofe it to be any Defeét in 
the Difpofition of her Majelty; that I 
hoped she would believe the King of 
France knew how to diftinguish right 
inthe Cafe, and howto A& fuitable to 
fuch Emergencies as came before him, 
that in the mean time it was my Bufinefs 
to believe every Word that came from 
her Mouth, and give the fame Honour 
to it, as if {fpoken by the Queen her 
felf.. 


She returned then to her firft Defign, 
and told me she would give me her 
Notion of Things, which was, That 
it was the prefent unhappinefs ‘of the, 
Queen to potlefs the Throne of her Bro- 
ther, and which she had no other Claim 
tothan what rhe Political Meafures of 
the State had made Legal, and ina fore 
neceflary, which however, fbe faid, she 
believed gave her Majelty often times 
fecrer uneafinefs : Thar this was not all 
| the 
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the Misfortune, but that by thefame'Ne. 
ceffity of State, she was obliged not only 
again{ft her Difpofition, but even againi{t 
her Principles,to further and promote the 
Continuance of the Ufurpation, not on- 
ly beyond her own Life, but for ever. 
That { might be fure under. fuch Cir- 
cumftances it would be an unexpreffible 
Satisfaction to her Majefty, to fee her 
felf delivered from the tatal Neceflity of 
doing fo much Wrong; and if it could 
be poffible with Safety, to the Religion 
and Liberties of her Subjects, to have 
her Brother reftored to his Right, at leaft 
after her Deceafe, if it could not be done 
before. | Pe: 


That it was true the Queen did not 
fee thro’ this, and it feem’d next to im- 
poffible, The Rage and Irreconcileable A- 
verfion of the greatest Part of the Common 
People to the Return of her Brother being 
grown to [uch an height: Nay, she faid, the 
Queen found it would be impoflible to 
enter upon any. Treaty of Peace, or fo 
much asto let the People hear of putting 
an End to the War, without entring in- 
to the ftrongeft Engagments poffible 
- for the Confirming the Succeflion in 
.the Houfe of Hanover, a Thing that 

I am uve, fays she, w# all oar oa 
be | and 
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and we have no Retreat but to his 
moft Chriftian Majefty, in hopes of his 
ordering Things fo at this Treaty, that 
he may be at Liberty to fupport and af- 
fiftin the Work when ever an Opportu- 
nity fhould prefent, that to this End the 
Plenipotentiaries from hence, Tho? there 
was no Communicating any Thing to them by 
way of Confidence, fhould be inftruéted 
not to infift upon Things more than Ne- 
ceflity obliged ; and /ome Referves, fure 
fays fhe, may be made to leave room for 
‘Fuftice to take Place in Time to come. 


I heard her with great Attention, and 
taking hold of her laft Words, I replied, 
That I found fhe had clearer Thoughts 
in this Affair than all the Statefmen in 
Great Britain, and that fhe had faid 
more to the Purpofe, in a few Words, 
than all the Men of State that I had 
met with, who all treated it with wary 
“xpreflions, remote and impraéticable 
Notions, double Extonders, and Words 
which fignified no more than this, that 
they were afraid to own what at the, 
fame time they would have us believe 
they defired; and that they talk’d as 
if they neither aim’d at doing any 
Service to the Thing they propofed, ‘or 
had any Zeal but to their own Safety ; 
" that 
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that they feem’d to me to make no Dif- 
ference between Converting over a Glafs 
of Wine with their Friends, and talking 
with a Man under Character and Com- 
miffion’d to Treat, but that fhe had 
brought the Thing intoa-Courfe of Ne- 
Gotiation in a few Words, and we had 
now fomething material to go upon. 


I told her this was was the very Thing 
the King defired, (vzz.) That the Bri- 
tifo Plenipotentiaries might be inftru&ted 
to infift upon Things no further than Ne- 
cefity obliged, that nothing might be 
defired of his Majefty which he could 
not grant, and that he might not be 
pufhed to do Things by the Queen’s 
Brother, which did not become him as 
a King, and which would Clafh with 
the profound Refpect he had preferv’d 
for his Majefty’s Perfon and Family, 


In this Cafe, I told her there mighe 
be room left for the King to difengage 
himfelf hereafter trom the teeming Obhi- 
gation of that Parc of the Treaty, and 
his Majefty mmght be at Liberty to 
Aét as Occafion fhould prefenr: And 

here I made an offer, that the Am- 
baffador Extraordinary which the King 
fhould fend ro Exgland immediately af- 
ter the Peace, fhould have private In- 
{tructions 
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ftructions to enter into a new Treaty to 


eftablifh the Intereft of the Chevalier,and 
fettle the Succeflion of the Crown. 


She replied, that this was a Step too 
far, and could not be entered upon now, 
that it was a Satisfaction to her to have 
Difcourfed. fo fully upon this Matter, 
that fhe believed I knew her Mind, and 
that fhe faw nothing more to be done, 
but to fettle a Method for the managing 
this Part atthe Treaty of Utrecht, which 
was approaching: But that in the mean 
time fhe defired to go back to the Mat- 
ters which we were difcourfing of before, 
(viz.) the Refidence of the Chevalier, 
and preft me that I would tell her what 
Place he fhould be fent to, or moved 
to retreat to. 


I prefently named Lorrain, as the moft 
convenient Place for. him to retreat to on 
many Accounts, and particularly that it 
was the neareft Neutral Place, being 
within two Days Journey of Paris; and 
as it wasa Place where I knew the King 
had Intereft fufficient té oblige the Duke 
to give him a Refidence, and to order 
him to be treated with a Refpect fuitable 
to his Dignity; but I added that the 
King would by no means direct in that 
Cafe, 
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Cafe, and defired her Ladyship to ob- 
ferve, that I had not the leaft Inftructi- 
onto offer any Thing of that kind, but 
that I mentioned it meerly as the Refult 
of my own Thoughts, and defired if it 
was approved of, that the Chevalier might 
have Intimation from hence to caft his 
Eyes that Way, to which fhe faid no 
more, thanthat fhe would obferve the 
diftinGtion I had made between what I 
{aid with Direction, and what I faid of 

w felf, and that fhe would concern her 
{elf to have him acquainted with thefe 
particulars, for that fhe thought the 
Place would be very convenient on ma- 
ny Accounts. 


She then told me, fhe would be glad 
to confider with me what Method might 
be taken for the Management of this Al- 
fair during the Treaty. TI replied, that 
this depended wholly upon her own Di- 
rections, and that fhe had no more to do, 
but to give me her Commands to lay 
every Thing before her as the Treaty 
went on, which I would efteem an Ho- 
nour too great to allow me to omit any 
Opportunity of giving her Satisfaction ; 
and: if to this I might add my humble 
Petition, it {hould be, that I might have 
the Honour to know from her, what o 
Ma- 
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Majefty’s Pleafure was on any Article of 
Importance which might lead us into 
any Difficulty, I would take care that 
due regard fhould be had to all her Maje- 
fty’s Commands, and would endeavour 
to let her fee how fincerely the .King of 
France was difpofed to give her Majefty 
all poflible Satisfation, not in this Cafe 
only, but in every Thing elfe,’in which 


her Intereft or the Intereft of her King- © 


doms were concerned. 


She received this with an Air of SMif. 
faction that eafily difcovered it was 
what fhe her felt defired, telling me, 
that fhe fhould be very glad of fuch a 
Correfpondence,as the only way to bring 
the Thing in View to a rational Method 
of fucceeding ; and with this fhe told 
me, fhe fhould be glad to fee me again 
in twoor three Days, when we would 
fectle a Method for Correfponding, and 
defired I would think of a Key for our 
Writing, that if any Letters should be 
intercepted, they might not be decipher’d 
er underftood. 


I beg’d it might be the next Night, if 
poflible, becaufe it was more than Time 
that I should be in Frawce; and that I 
underltood her Majefty’s Plenipotentia- 
ries 
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ries were already named, and would be 
at Utrecht before it could be poffible tor 
me to receive the King’s InftruCtions,and 
to give his Majefty an Account of my 
Negotiation. 


Accordingly I waited on her the next 
Evening,without any IntroduCior, whea 
- {he received me with all the Civility, 

and inthe moft obliging manner imagi- 
nable; fhe told me fhe had it in Charge 
to let me know how well I was with 
the Queen, and how agreeable it was to 
her Majefty to hear that I was to be 
at Urrecht ; And going to her Cabinet, 
fhe called me to her, and prefented me 
in a Purfe of Crimfon Velvet, made up 
like a Cafe, and faften’d with a Gold 
Clafp, her Majefty’s Picture fer round 
with Diamonds. . J ftarted back a little, 
and offered to receive it on my Knee, 
which fhe underftood immediately, but 
would not fuffer me; For, Sir, fays 
fhe, I do not tell you that the Queen pre- 
fents you, but jou may be affavea BY 17, 
fays fhe, how fatisfatiory your Vifits here 
have been, and how much I think it my 
Honour to Hand this Prefent to you. 


Several Things paft at the fame Time 


of Complement and Ceremony, rather 
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than any Thing of Moment: | After 
which I took my Leave, wondring, 
with my {elf that fuch mean Things 
could be faid of this Lady, as fome 
have made publick; and I muft add, 
that fhe feem’d to me as worthy to be 
the Favourite of a Queen, as any Wo- 
mam § have Convers’d with in my Life. 


I had now no Vifits to make, nor Au- 
dience cf Leave to take, but of my 
Lord —-—— my happy Correfpondeént, 
which I did the next Evening, and the 
Morning following took Poft for Dover, 
having a Pafs ; and by that Means get. 
ting a Boat immediately ; I landed at 
Calais the fame Evening, and in three 
Days had the Honour to wait upon the 
King, and give him a full Account of 
all my Negotiations; with which, but 
efpecially this laft, his Majefty appear’d: 
very well fatisfied. | 


I had no Time to lofe, and having 
the Honour of his Majefty’s Commifhi- 
on as Plenipotentiary ; and having order- 
ed my Equipage to be got ready before, 
and to be fent away, I fpeeded after, 
and came to Usrecht the 15th of fanuary 
New Stile, as did alfo the Marquis de 
Flaxelles and the Abbot Polignac, who* 
were 
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were the other Plenipotentiaries What 
happened in the publick Negotiations 
there, the Seffions or Meeting of all the 
Minifters of the Allies, 1 do not enter 
in thefe Minutes, having kept a perfect 
Journal of the fame, for my particular 
Ufe, and which, at the King’s Command, 
I put into his Majeity’s Hands after my 
Return, who has promiied te return it 
to me again ; but what was further done 
there and elfewhere, and particularly 
in England in this eminent Cafe of the 
Chevalier, will be more fully contain’d 
in the Letters which I have from time 
to time receiv’d from England trom the 
Hands of this Lady and fome other Per- 
fons of Quality by her means, and in the 
Copies of my Anfwers to her, which I 
have fealed up together, and left to the 
Ufe of Pofterity, and to which I refer. 


1 had not been long at Urrecht before 
I perceiv’d there was a Defect fome- 
where or other; for I could find no 
Fffe&ts of the Promifes that had been 
made me, nor would the Exglifh Mini- 
{ters enter intoany Converfation, much 
le(; Confidence upon the main Thing, 
which Lexpected : Imeanas to the Cie 
walter. 
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I found the Minifters of the Alfies 
feem’d to pufh that Point rather than 
the Brit?b: And there was nothing to 
be heard of among them, but of obli- 
ging France in the folemneft manner to 
Renounce him, Drive him out of the 
Kingdom ; and if they had any Room 
for it, out®f the World too: And the 
Briti Minifters feem’d not fo much to 
Ac in Concert with them, as to fand 
in fome Sufpenfe from the Vigour of the 
others in pufhing that Affair ;fothat we 
did not ftick to fay, they were aw’d by 
the Dutch. 


This perplex’d me, becaufe I faw evi- 
dently, that if we had no Path mark’d 
out by the Britifh Plenipotentiaries, we 
could not interpofe in that Affair in the 
Jeaft; our Bufinefs being indeed to take 
our Meafures from them in every Thing; 
and to prefs the main Defign, (véz.) of 
making a Peace ; fo that if they had no 
private Inftru€tions in favour of the 
Chevalier, there was no Remedy, but 
he would be intirely loft. 


I fet feveral Engines at work to Sound 
the Exglifb Minifters in his Cafe, but 
found all perfeCtly dark ; and that they 
WCré 


( 293 ) 


were fo far from having private Inftru- 
Gions, that they were Ignorant even of 
the very Defign of Sending any fuch 
InitruGtions. [could not but perfwade 
my felf, however, that after all the Af 
fiirances given me as above, there would 
fomething or other happen which would 
fet this Affair ina differing Light, and 
that if fome fecret Inftructions were not 
yet fent, they would be, and refolv’d 
to wait alittle longer ; but finding {till 
nothing occur, and that the Briti(b Mi- 
nifters feem’d ready to concur with eve- 
ry ill-natur’d Thing that was offer’d, 
and rather ready to add tothem thanto 
fhew any Favour. I could not forbear 
writing a Letter on that SubjeCt to my 
Female Minifler of State, for as fuch } 
treatru ier... 


MADAM, 
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W Do my felt the Honour to make afe of 

the Liberty you were pleas’d to allow me 
ot Writing, for which the Urgency of the 
Occafion will make my Excufe. I have beew 
now Lbree Weeks in this Place, and by all In- 
selligence I can receive, or Obfervations I 
can make; the private Inftructions which 
your Ladjfbip was pleafed to fay would ar- 
vive here, arenat yet come. Ibeg Leave 
with the greateft Humility, to reprefent, 
That there feems to be more than ordinary 
Neceffity of fomething of that Nature, the 
Inclination of the Minifters here seeming 
either to be waturally againft us, or influen- 
ced by the Dutch Miazfers, and I muft 
obferve alfo, the Dutch Minifters bang up- 
on this Part, as of it was their Peculair: 
and that it was to be treated of with them; 
which there being Britifh Minifters bere, 
we cannot go into: Your Ladyfbip will know 
what Ufe to make of this Part; *tis our 
Opinion here, that the Dutch are influen- 
ged by private Agents from England, to 
| concere 
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goncern themfelves, as if there were Reafons 
to doubt the Sincerity of the Britifh Mini- 
fters, in their acting against the Chevalier, 
which in Truth J fear there is not ; Efpeci- 
ally, ualefs they have the PRIVATE IN- 


STRUCTIONS, which your Ladylbip did 


me the Honour to give me Reafon to expect, 
and upon which yor may be fatisfied the 
King my Mafter has intirely depended: 
Otherways perhaps st might not have 
been in our Inftructions to have yielded to 
what ever the Britifh Minifters fhould de- 
firerelating to the Intereft of the Chevalier, 
as alfo for the Place of his Refidence: If 
thefe private Inftructions, are not fent 
in Time, we {ball haveno Refoarce : faving the 
private Declaration of our Majters fenfe 
in the complying with thofe Demands, for 
Form fake, &c. 45 was concerted with 
Lora But the King had much rather 
. the Terms (bould be foftn’d in the Treaty it 
felf: All which I lay at your Ladybip’s 
Feet, and beg an effectual Anfwer may be re- 
turned by Ke Perfon, whom I fend expre/s, 
and to whom your Lady{bip may pleafe to give 
intire Credit as far as concerus the fafe 
Conveyance of whatever you fhall do me the 
Honour to direct to, 
May it pleafe your Ladythip, 
Your Ladyfhip’s moft humble, 
And moft obedient Servant, 
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While thefe Things were TranfaGing, 
¥ found the Court at St. Germans was 
very uneafy, and lay atthe King Night 
and Day, to prevent the Blow, which 
they found was aim’d at them by the 
Treaty; andif poffible, to obtain fome 
Temperament in behalf of the Perfonal 
Refidence of the Chevalier. The firft 
Step taken, was by a private Direction — 
of the Queen Dowager; intimating, that - 
to avoid an Article being put into the 
Treaty, by which the King fhould be 
obliged tocaufe the Chevalier to depart his 
Mayjelty’s! Dominions. He the Chevalier 
fhould take Occafion to be out of 
the Kingdoms at the Time of the 
Treaty: Hither for the Curiofity of 
Travelling, or on fome Religious Pre- 
tence, for the performing fome Yow, or 
onthe Ceremony of fome Vilit, or upon 
fuch Occafion as fhould be moft fuitable 
to the Circumftance of the Treaty ; 
Which Abfence might be guided in fuch 
a Manner, and made more near or Re- 
mote as the Temper of the Confede- 
rate Minifters at Utrecht fhould happen 
to be. 


Tt took up fome Debate,efpecially among 


the Royal Famil y about the Place whither 


he 
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he fhould go : Some propofed Swifferland ; 
others a Vifit. to the Court of Spain, 
others a Pilgrimage to Votre dame de 
Mouritferrat inCatalognia; fome one Way, 
fome another: But the K/vg, who had 
other Meafures in his Eye, and no.fmalt 
Expectations from another Negotiation, 
which I had no Hand in, refolv’d not to 
have him fo far from Home, and nameda 
Wifit tothe Court of the Dake of Lorrata; 
which as it was near at Hand, and that 
Cotrefpondence might be not only eafy 
but fpeedy, His Majefty took on him to 
direct, for the Reafon I have juft menti- 
oned. 


{ no fooner had an Account that the 
Chevalier was to make a kind of Halt 
in Lorrain; But apprehending it was his 
own Defign, or the Defign of Lord M— 
his Advifer : And forefeeing,that if it was 
rumor ’d, that he defign’d to continue in 
Lorrain, "The Minifters of the Allies, if 
not the Brittifo Minifters themfelves, ‘f 
private Instructions did not arrive, might 
perhaps demand to have him remov’d, 
or Confent to oblige the King to add 
the Word Lorraia to that of the Dom1- 
nions of Frasce; and that he fhould not 
be fufer’d to Refide or Remain in the 
one or the other. { fay, upon thefe Ap- 

prehenfions 
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prehenfions, I refolv’d to mention it to 
the King in my next Letters ; for I 
thought it far more difhonourable to his 
Majeity, that he fhould be oblig’d to for- 
bid another Prince to entertain him 4 
‘Then it was to Confent not to entertain 
him himfelf; befides it would be a great 
Difhonour to the Duke of Lorrain to be 


fo far impofed upon. Itherefore humbly 


reprefented thefe Things to his Majefty, 
and) gave my Reafons, as the King al- 
ways expected I fhould, and had obli- 
ged me todo in fuch Cafes. | 


But the King had other Views, and 
was made to expect Things from the 
Eaglifh Court, which I plainly faw his 
Mayjelty would be difappointed in; and 
indeed I mutt fay, it was the only Cafe 
in all thefe Affairs, in which his Maje- 
ity was ever miftaken: But Things were 
wrong reprefented to his Majefty from 
England ; Whether it was, that the Abbot 
Gaaltier was not yet convine’d of his 
Miltake, or that he was refolv’d to exe) 
on ina La Gafcogne, as before, to promife — 
Things which he was not able to bring 
to pals ; or whether fome other Agent, ta 
whofe Management the King might 
have committed that Pare after my co- 
ming away, had given Hopes of fome 
| Step 
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Step to be taken that 1 knew not of; 
or whatever other Source thefe Meafures 
fprung from, I have not yet learn’d, 
but this, I have fince come to know, viz. 
That the King was very much incens’d 
at his being fo much impofed upon ; and 
fome People who had an Hand in it, 
have had Reafon to know by Experience, 
that nothing in the World was more pro- 
voking to his Majefty, than to have any 
of his Agents make him expect from 
them, what they had not good Reafon 
to believe, they were able to bring to 
pafs. 


It feemed to me for fome Time, That 
the King had Reafon given him to ex- 
pect, that the private Infiructions in this 
Affair would come to his own Hand, ei- 

ther direCtly from England, or by Way 
of St. Germains; for in Two or Three 
Letters which I receiv’d from his Maje- 
fty, Written by himfelf, I was bid not 
to be uneafie about the private Infru- 
étiows, which were to be given to the 
Britibh Minifters; for that 1 fhould hear 
fpeedily of them, by a Way which I did 
not expect ; and chat perhapsthey fhould 


be fent to meto put into the Hands of 


the faid Minifters myfelf. 
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TY mufi confefs, that as this was fur- 
prifing to me at firft; fo after I had re- 
ceiv’d the following Letter from the 
Lady———«—who I have fo often mention- 
ed, I began to fear his Majefty had not 
been faithfully ferv’d in Exgland,tho’ I did 
not know whetherI ought tobe fo for-_ 
ward, asto fuggeft it, till I faw further; 
but the King was foon convine’d ano- 
ther Way, of which I fhall fpeak pre- 
vote k Buc firft to my Letter, as fols 

OWS, 


Orr, 
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SIR, 


AM not furprizd at all, at the News 
I you fend me, that no private Inftru- 
ctions are fent to our Miniftcrs at Utrecht, 
feeing your Court have thought fit to make 
it the Subjett of a particular Negotiation 
HERE; who their Agents are, I depend on 
it, I need not inform you; and who their In- 
firument here, I CANNOT inform you ; 
but you may be affur’d it has put that which 
took a good Train before, into a Condition 
not eajily to be vecover’d: You will judge 
the better what a Concern this # to the 
CHEVALIER’s Friends here, by Refled- 
ing how agreeable all you had done before of 
another kind, was to 


Yours, He. 
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I had nothing todo, after I had recei- 
ved this Letter, but to Reflect how un- 
fortunate the Court of St. Germans was, 
and as I believe will ever be, in precipi- 
tating their own Affairs, and by their fol- 
Jowing the rath Counfels of thofe about: 
them, who are impatient of their 
Exile, tho’ the King had done all that 
could be defired of him to make it eafy 
tothem; for it prefently occured to me, 
that this was fome private Negotiation, 
which they had fet on Foot to en- 
gage fome of the Miniftry in Exglana, 
and perhaps the Treafurer; many of 
whom, they vainly thought, would 
befriend them; whereas I faw clearly 
when I was in England, that the Mini- 
{try there would give them Promifes in 
Plenty ; but not run the leaft Hazard for 
them to do any Thing effectual; and 
that if any Dependance was upon them, 
they would certainly be deceived, after 
the greateft Expectations, nay, and En- 
gagements 00. 


But I was aftonifhed when I found, 
even the King himfelf, led into the Af- 
fair, and made to expect what I was fa- 
tisfied the People in Exzgland could not 
fo much as Promife, or indeed ieee 

ut 
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but with the greateft Caution, and at 
the greateft Diftance imaginable: For as 
{ have obferv’d already, the Whigs 
watch’d the Miniftry fo narrowly, and 
charg’d them fo home, upon every Occa- 
fion, whether juftly or unjuftly, with 
private Negotiations for the Chevalier ; 
which was fo popular a Charge, and 
would fo effectually have ruin’d them, as 
Things then ftood, that Ikévew they durft 
not entertain any Difcourfe of it; nay, 
they had fo little Confidence amongft 
themfelves, that in a Cafe of fuch Conte- 
quence, and fo Nice, they were jea- 
lous one of another, to the laft Degree, 
gnd durft not Communicate their 
‘Thoughts to their beft Friends. 


As Thad feveral Occafions to know 
this perfectly well, fo that I could not 
be deceiv’d ; I was almolt certain that 
whoever it was that had taken fo much 
Freedom withthe King, had either im- 
pos’d upon him, or been greatly impe- 
fed upon. 


And yet it was the hardeft thing in 
the World, and the moft dangerous of 
its kind, to fuggeft to the King, that 
his Majefty was wrong: So I had no 
more todo, but to wait a while, ane 
ay 
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fay nothing, but what the King extorted 
from me: Every Letter I receiv’d 
had fomething in it of this kind, biding 
me expect every Poft effectual DireCtions 
in the Affair of the Chewalier: But after 
fome longer waiting, one of my Miflives 
had chis Expreffion from the King, viz. 
Either I am very ih-ferv’d in England, or 
fomething will come effectually in a very lite 
tle Time from thence. 


I thought now was a proper Seafon 
to let his Majelty know, that the Affair 
of the Chevalier fuffered extremely for 
want of his Majefty’s Return from Exg- 
land; and begg’d his Majefty ,would 
pleafe to give me his Commands, in 
Cafe what he expected from Ezgland did 
not arrive; and then enclofed the Let- 
ter above, without any Reflections or 
Remarks at all of my own. 


The King, as I heard afterwards, was 
exceedingly concerned when he faw 
this Letter; and yet was loth to think 
it poffible that he could be deceiv’d: 
However it caus’d his Majefty to write 
infuch a manner to thofe Agents, who- 
ever they were in Exglaud, that they were 
forced to write back in plain Terms, The 
Miniftry in Evgland were Men of no 
Honour ; 


| ( 305 ) 

Honour, that they had held them in 
Sufpence a long Time ; and that now 
they not only did not come to the Point 
with them, but declin’d any Converia- 
tion on the Subje@t.; only faid in gene- 
ral, that a certain Perfon would be fent 
over to Utrecht, who fhould Difcourfe 
by Word of Mouth freely,and fhould fet- 
tle that Affair fo as fhould be agreeable 
to all Parties: They made long Apolo- 
gies for their having been dup’d all along 
by thofe who they had depended upon ; 
and that it was none of their Fault. 


The King did not fay much, but he 
never forgave it them: And in his next 
Letter, his Majefty very paffionately 
complain’d of his Misfortune, in having 
employ’d People who did not under{tand 
their Bufinefs; and charged me to try if 
I could renew that Affair again; for, 
as his Majefty was pleafed to expres it, Thad 
left Things in a Way of Succefs, but 
thefe Men had deftroyed it all again ; 
and had now put it off toa remote Dil- 
courfe, of aPerfon to be fent to Utrecht, 
they knew not when, or by whom. 
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As foon as I receiv’d this Letter, 1 
could do no leis than Write the follow- 
ing to my Lady—— to fee if 
it was poffible to reftore the Negotiati- 
on, What fhe and I had lefe it, and to 
bring Things to the Channel they firk 
run in: But the Succefs did nor An- 
{wer the End of this Letter, any 
more than it had done of the King’s 


Agents. 


Mapam, 


Could not be more furprifed at your Let= 

ier, than I am juft now with an Exprefs 
from THE KING my Majter, complazn- 
ing of the Meafures taken by fome of his 
Servants in your Court: The unhappy 
CHEVALIER, «a Perfon fated to be ua- 
clone, has often before now had the faireft 
Profpett of his Affatrs Clouded and Eclips'd, 
but never fo effectually as by the hafty Coun- 
cil of St. Germains, where they are never 
Ealy but when they have Agents at Work 
to perplex thew own Meafures, I find, Ma- 
dam, al you fay is Right; with this Addi- 
tion, Ihat the King has been ill ferv’d in 
England, and Refents 2 accordingly: Huis 
Majefty is now told, that a Perfon 1s ag 
cs 


MR GOF) 
| feat over to UTRECHT to Negotiate 
with me, and the Britith Miniffers, the 
Meafures to be taker inthe CHEV ALIER’s 
Affair: 1 Confefs, I neither relly nor an- 
| derfrand Its and beg your Ladyjpip to bet me 
| [o foon into the Secret Of it, as you foall 
think proper for the Service of the CHE- 
VALIER, and for THE KING MY 
| MASTER?’s Satisfaction: I know, if a 
| proper Perfon were fent hither, fully Inftrudt- 
ed, this Affatr might be fettlea here with more 
| Secrefy; and by Confequence with more Safety 
than any other Way: But then I muff add, 
that I {ball defpair of any Effect by tt, un~ 
| le{s your Ladylbip would do me the Honour 
} to let me know, that fuch Perfon COMES 

LINSTRUCTED from one xno le/s tntereft- 

pea in the Queen, and Xealous for the 

pChevaliter, than  yourfelf; and whoever 

\brings Credentials from your Hand, I fbal 

gladly enter into a Confidence with, tn this 

ICafe; and then I fbould have the Af- 

furance to let the King my Mafter know, 

phe might expect fomething from the Negotia- 

itions which {bonld follow. 


es. y= — 


Utrecht, Feb, Iam with the profoundelt 
rath, r711. Refpedt, 


a May it pleafe, cre. 
U 2 
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Treceived not oneLetter from theKing 
after thistor fome time,without an Engui- 
ry atthe Bottom, if any Perfon was yet 
arriv’d from Exglazd ; or if 1 had any 
thing yet to Communicate trom England: 
When at length a Gentleman did arrive, 
viz. a Kinfman of the Exglifh Treafu- 
rers; but as he brought no Credentials to 
me, and feem’d wholly taken up with 
Monfieur the Abbot; and particularly as 
i found, he had no Knowledge of the 
Source of my Intelligence, nor any Cor- 
refpondence the Way that Lexpected, 
{ kept my felf on the Referve, and had 
no Converiation with him that was of 
any Confequence to the Thing in Hand: 
And yer if my correfponding Lady’s next 
Letter had any right Notion or Guefs at 
what had happen’d, this muft be the 
Man which the King was made to ex- 
pect would carry on this Matter.If he en- 
ter‘d into any Meafures with the Abbot 
about it, as was Reported, it was to 
themfelves ; for [ never found any Effect 
from it, neither were the Briti{h Mini- 
fiers at all lefs Rigid than before, in their 
infifting upon the Chevalier’s being re- 
moved out of Frazee. 


( 309 ) 
Thefe Delays brought the King to the / 
Neceflity of admitting all thofe Clautes iE 
in the Treaty, which obliges lim to ac ' 
knowledge the Succeffion of the Crown 

in the Houfe of Hanover, and to give : 
no Difturbance to the faid Succeflion, / 
when it fhould take Place: All which i 
Particulars are inthe Treaty fo word- 
ed by the Minifters of the Allies, as if 
they apprehended that indeed Words 
could not fufficiently exprefs their Mean- 
ing ; for inthe Time of this foolifh Ma- 
nagement, much was loft.; and particu- 
larly, tho” it was noc till the Fifth of 
March that the Specifick Demands of the 
Allies,s they were then called,were deliver- 
ed in ; yet the Brith Minifters having, as 
I fuid, received no Inftructions of what 
our Court expected. I found thefe De- 
mands drawa up in the rougheft and 
moft difobliging manner poffible , efpe- 
cially confidering what 1 had Reafon 
to expect: But of this more anon, 
in the mean time, when the following 
Lettercame, Ifaw evidently what we 
were to expect, and fo refolv’d upon o- 
ther Meatures. 
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( J Eve it not that I am exceedingly 
VY  concera’d for the Milterrsaces of an 
Afr, which I had fo much Hope from, 
and which | thought was, by your good Ma- 
nagement, entirely out of Danger, I fbould 
be very merry with the Court of St. Ger- 
mains, on Account of their new fecret Ne- 
orkarions s here: I take at for granted, that 
they are fallen into the Hands of my Lord 
T——— he loves 4 Secy et, aud os famous for 
making Intyicactes, where there is a feerility 
of Intrigues ; and no lefs renown'd for cau- . 
fing ever) thine Of (ach a Nature to mifcar- 
ty; of their Afjarances ave from bim, I 
doubt wot be values himfelf upon having 
fakobg dthenr; ana if the Perfor ta be fent 
to Utrecht bobs from him, I dare promife 
you bk ain he comes there, be wants his 


Jafiru ions: In the mean Time -alfure yourfelf, 


4 


the Pe caplet to whom all this ought to have been 
j Comes 
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Communicated, have not fo much as known 
that a Word has been [poke of it ; and are 
wondring much that they ave not applied to. 
"Tis trae, the T dares. not mention 
it now, becauje, as he knows, he would not 
be trufted tn [uch an Affair; fo fome here 
who owe him an ill-turn, would not fail to 
pay the Debt, and tara Jach a Secret Negoti- 


ation to vis entire Ruin. 


If he is not your Man, it muft be my 
Lord ——— he has more Probity ; but I can- 
not jee apon what Foot hevcould make fuch 
Promifes, as your lajt implies ; for I am per- 
fwaded he never mentioned it to the QUEEN: 
The Trath is, thofe Things are of fo nice a 
Nature, that, 4s you may remember, I told 
‘you when you were here, there ts not any two 
among our Minifiry, that dare make a Con- 
_ fidence about it, nor any one of them that 
‘would venture to mention it tothe QUEEN: 
Anal undertake to affure you, that whatever 
your Agents have informed the King your 
Mafter of, or given his Majesty Reafon to exe 
pect, 7tts all in the Clouds here, and the 
QUEEN bas not fo much as heard a Word 
of it; and this makes me fuppofe their great 
Secret remains with my Lora [-—-= where 


Secrets often Sleep and Dye. 
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We know nothing lefs or more of a Per= 
is to be fent to Utrecht, either are ther? 
any private Inflrutions can be fent with any 
Auth usa And by thefe Owiffions I fore- 
fee the Thing will milcarry : Who are to be 
‘blam’ d, you befl know. But depend upon tt, 
this Matter caw neverbe br ought to any Head, 
ee by the Method you and I Concerted + they 
who bave taken other Ste eps, give me Realon 
to aah v their Intelligence ts bad, and that they 
do not mifcarry for want of Ig Raat: if 
any thing occurs, favour me with a Line 
ws ufual. 


St. Tames’s, March Tam, oe. 


As I have obferv’d, the Fifth of March 
New Stile, ed before I received the above 
Letrer, the Britifb Minifters deliver’d in 

ther. Specifick Demanas ; and if I loft afl 
Patience at the rigid Demands that ap- 
pear iA in them relating to the Chevalier, 
it was, becaufe Thad, as I thoughe, laid 
fo good a Plan for the preventing it : 
However, to give Vent to ‘my Concern, 
and let them know in Exgland what was 
done ; the following Letter was hurried 
away a ve € pifer han I ufed to do 
Things of fuch Contes quence. 


M ADAM j 
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Mapa, 


Our Ladylbip will have the Satisfaction, 
by the Papers I enclofe you, containing 
the Specifick Demands of the Britifh Mz- 
nifters, to fee to how little Parpofe I have gi- 
ven you all this Trouble, and how eafily the 
weakness of Friends may ferve the Enemy, as 
well, nay perhaps better, than the Treachery 
of Perfons intrufied : I kaow it would have 
been much eafier to have prevented this Blow, 
than it isto retrieve it: Nor can I expect 
shat any Inftruétions can now be given to the 
Minifters to Recede, which would not allarm 
your Enemies,and ours alfo: I have the Satisfa- 
ction, however, to have difcharged puntiual~ 
ly the Part I bad in this Affair, awa the Ho- 
nour of your knowing where the Fault lies: 
[t is my Felicity that this was not the Effen- 
tial Part of my Commiffion in England, oat 
rather what by Accident offer'a: Mean 
time, Madam, I am infinitely bound to your 
Ladyfbip, for the Honour done me in Bng- 
land, and muft leave the Chevalier to bss 
bad Fortune. ° 


Utrecht, Ma. 7, 1712. Tam 


ean SP LEY RS REE NE OTR 


(, 314°) 


The Truth is, after I had confider’d 
a while, the ill Turn things took upon 
this Occafion ; I pleafed myfelf that I 
had no part in the firlt Tranfaction , but 
what was, as I noted by a kind of For- 
tuitous Appendix to my principal Bufi- 
nefs ; and that I had only the Mistor- 
tune to fee the King, my Matter, difap- 
pointed by other Hands, without there 
being any Room to refle& upon my own 
Condu€t. 
Indeed the King was fo irritated at 
this Foolifh Part, that he wanted but 
lictle of Refenting it in fuch aManner, as 
would have been to the great Misfor- 
tune of the Chevalier, and of all his 
Friends; for iz a Word, it was all owin 
to the Impatience and Jealoufy of the 
Court of St. Germains ; who, tho’ the 
King had Agents of his own in London, 
who perhaps did their urmoft; yet they 
of St. Germains being uneafy, could not 
refrain fending a -fecret Embafy them- 
felves; this, zt /eems, wasa Scot/man, who 
pretended great Intereft with a Scots 
Lord, who was an Officer of Stace in 
England; but either the Meflenger fail’din 
the Interelt he pretended to have, or the 
Scots Nobleman fail’d in what he promis 
fed ta dofor him : Seeing the Sum of his 
| | Negoe 
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Negotiation was briefly 7s, that after 
a long Stay, he perform’d only thefe two 
notable Exploits, vzz, (1.) That he {pent 
a great dealof their Money. And (2.) 
That he ruin’d and expofed the Bufinefs 
which he was Intrufted with; andat 
laft came away with nothing but an em- 
pty Promile from the faid Scots Lord, 
That a Perfon fhould be fent over to Us 
trecht,to Negotiate that Matter with the 
French and Britifb Minifters together: A 
Propofal which was in itfelf ac chat time 
very unlikely; and which, it feems, was 
never perform’d: For, as I afterwards 
underftood, the Perfon whol fay did 
come to Utrecht, was not the Perfon ex- 
pected, nor was he intrufted with any 
Thing of that Matter. 


It was after I had come toan Eclarifl- 
-ment in this Matter, that in a Poift- 
{cript toa long Letter to Madam, I took 
the Liberty to ufe the following Expref- 
fions. 


‘ P. S. IT could nat difpatch this Let- 
‘ ter without acquainting your Lady- 
¢ fhip, that both you and J have been 
¢ miltaken in our Notions, both of who 
‘has been imploy’d from Framce, and 
¢ who intrufted in Emgland with this At- 
| : ® fair ; 
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, fair; feeing a Scot/man from St. Gere 
mains, and a Scotfman in your Court, 
have been the Agents to decéive one 
another, and to abufe their Matters: 
As to the enquiring who the Secret has 
remain’d with, they confefs now at 
St. Germains, that it has really remain- 
*‘ ed with no Body, for fo ill a Choice 
did they make of their Agent, that 
he hasonly expofed his Errand but his 
‘ Employer: And our People in Lozdoz 
* are very free to fend Word hither, how 
* ill he has acquitted himfelf; tho? by 
‘ the Way Imuft obferve, that this was 
* not done till after chey had- been amu- 
* fed with the Perfuafions of this Per- 
‘ fon, to believe Things were in a good 
‘ Train, when they were indeed in 
Hands who intended nothing lefs, than 
* to perform what was propofed. 

| T AM. 


This Lady was exceedingly provok’d 
when fhe underftood thefe Particulars, 
and expoltulated with me to"know the 
Wame of this Scot/man: but_I1 was not 
at that Time able toinform her; nor, iff 
had, was I refolv’d todo it: For per- 
haps the Man being ftill in London, it 
might have expofed him, either to re- 
ceive fome Mitchief, ‘or perhaps to do 
Jome, 
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fome, by expofing the Perfons who he 
had Correfponded with, as well as the 
Perfons who imploy’d him. 


She was importunate alfo to know 
what I meant by a Scots Lord, and it lay 
wholly in her Thoughts between the 
Duke of Hamilton, who was named to be 
Ambaflador to. our Court when the 
Peace fhould be concluded, or the Har! 
of Mar, who was then, or foon after, 
Secretary of State; and perhaps fhe was 
not miftaken, as tothe Lord T—I found 
they had no Confidence in him at S¢. 
Germains,nor much any where elfe; and 
Twas alittle merry with her upon that 
Head, when I toldher fhe had happen’d 
to throw away fome Satyr upon my 
Lord Treafurer , but that indeed I took 
it for a Satyr uponusin frrace, that fhe 
fhould charge us with knowing him fo 
ili,.as to cruft him in an Affair of that 
Nature, and much more atrer fuch a 
Charaéter of his Sincerity, as fhe had 
given me upon all Occafions. 


Our Letters of this kind were too 
many, and yet of too little import to 
take up Room here. It remain’d now, 
that fecing the great Thing was over, 
which we had aim’d at, and that Dif 
appoint- 
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appointment could not be retriey’d ; 
that we fhould try to giveit as good an 
Iflue, as we could; and even this could 
but ill be done by fo remote and tedious 
a Negotiation : However Neceffity obli- 
ged me, firft to folicit her Lady fhip, thac 
no Difficulty might be made, or parti- 
Culars entred upon, concerning the 
Place whither the Chevalier fhould withe 
draw, or where he {ould refide. 


She fent me Word, it was in her Opi- 
nion a needlefs Enquiry, fince as the 
Chevalier was al ready gone out of France, 
the King could not’ be delired to pro- 
mife any Thing, but to keep him.out; 
and that being a free Perfon, he mighe 
g0 to what Part of the World he would, 
and it could not be ask’d of the King 


to oblige other Princes not to entertain 
him. | 


! own’dtoher, that it was reafonable 
indeed to argue fo, burthat as I had {e- 
cret Intelligence of a contrary Delign ; 
it Was not improper for me to furnifh 
my felt with Strength to prevent it: | 
reprefented how difhonourable it would 
be tothe King to have any fuch Condj- 
tions impofed upon him, or fo much as 
offer’d tohim, that it was enough te en- 
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age him to abandon a Prince fled to 
us Court, which was always the Afy- 
lum of banith’d Princes, and the Refuge 
of the unfortunate; and that if he fhould 
be offer’d any thing farther, it would 
be neither more ath lefs than breaking 
off the Treaty, whica we fhould be alt 
very forry for:) But it was impoflible, 
that the King could bear Things fo un- 

worthy of himfelf as this would be : And 
{ again excufed my being impatient on 
that Head. becaufe, as I had hinted to 
her before, I wasaffured there was fome- 
thing of that Nature upon the Anvil 
among the Allies, and we hoped her 


oo 
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Majefly would not permit them to have 


itintheir Power a fecond Time to break 
off a Treaty, which was fo much for 
‘the good of all Ewrope, by infifting upon 
rE hings difhonourable and impracticable 

for the King to grant. 


I was very long and particular in my 
infilting on this Head, which I did the 
rather, becaufe I was really allarm’d 
with an Intimation Thad, that the Al- 
lies shite infilt, that the King fhould 
confine the Chez auer, and give hima 
kind of honourable Prifon tor Life’, 
which would have beena Thing {fo hor- 


rible in its Nature, and which the King 


would 
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would have receiv’d the Propofal of witht 
fo much difdain, that it would have 
been the moft certain Way to have not 
only broken off the Treaty, butto have 
made the Breach between the King and 
Her Britannick Majefty more irreconci- 
lable than ever; and to have the War 
been more piceguant againtt Britain, than 
again{t aay other Part of the World: 
All which I fail’d not to reprefent in ve- 
ry preffling Terms,and fuchas,I thought, 
muft have extorted a ferious Reply ; and 
therefore I was furprifed in an extraor- 
dinary manner, when in her next Let- 
ter, wherein fhe was very long, and 
even abufive in her RefleCtions upon 
fome of the great Men in their own 
Court; She contented herfelf with 
faying to all my Importunities above, 
that fhe could not chink I had any Rea- 
fon to be-anxious upon that Affair at 
all. 


Tt is true that either her Intelligence 
was much better than’ mine in that Part, . 
or that, though fhe was not willing to 
let me knowany Thing of her Meatures, 
yet that fhe did take effectual Care to 
put a ftop to whar I had been told was’ 
doing, for [heard no more of it,neither 
was apy Thing of that kind offered at 


the 
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the Treaty ; tho’ in fpight of all my Ea- 
deavours or hers either; the britib Mis 
nifters came without any Hefitation in- 
toevery Propofal to make the Chevalier’s 
Cafe defperate, that any of the Allies 
could make them, and feem’d to value 
themfelves upon their forwardnefs to do 
fo; And thus the Articles came to be 
loaded, as we now find them, with {o 
Many impertinent Repetitions and Cir- 
cumlocutions, «as we took them to be, 
for the binding the King never toefpoufe 
the Intereft of che Chevalier, or coacern 
himfelf in his Behalf | 


There remain’d yet another Negotia- 
tion to be fet on Foot, which made 
me not refent the Ufage abovemen- 
tioned, fo much, as otherwile I 
might perhaps have done, for I was real- 
ly diigufted to the laft Degree “in my 
Thoughts ; and this was, ‘That an Ex- 
planation might be privately agreed up- 
oa, for the declaring in what manner 
all thefe Conceffions, which the King 
was thus to make, fhould be underftood: 
And this was a Matter of fuch Moment 
tous,and which we found would be with 
fo much lefs Difficulty, paft with fome 
Peoplein Evgland, that I thought it no 
-detpifable Expedient, feeing if thofe De- 

x clara- 


Sata T TOR SR SSR eee itecni see 


(322 ) 
clarations were made by the King, and 
we cotild get them accepted and figned as 
a feperate Article in Ezgland, his Majelty 
would then have the greater Freedom to 
A&as he fhould fee Caufe in Time to 
come. : 


I had drawn up the feparate Article 
in as brief and concife'a Manner as] 
could, and tranfmitted one Copy of it 
to the King, and another Copy to Exg- 
land in Terms like thete, vez. 


‘ That it isagreed, and his molt Chri- 
¢ flian Majefty hereby declares,on hisown 
© Part, That fo much of ‘the faid Ar- 
ticle as} obliges him not to give any 
Affiftance, ec. tothe Chevalier de St. 
George aud his Adherents fhall be un- 
derftood ; and ‘is hereby declared on 
both Sides, to mean only for and du- 
ring the Life of her prefent Majefty, 
or any Heirs of her Body, and no long. 
er: Andthis Declaration and Explana- 
tion being made, and figned the fame 
Day with the faid Treaty, fhall be ac- 
cepted as Pare of the fame to all In- 
tents and Purpofes, as if it were In- 
corporated therein. | 
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I receiv’d but very ambiguous An- 
fwers upon this Subject, for a great 
while, which made my Correfpondence 
with my Friends in Exgland, a little lefs 
Courtly, and lefs Pleafant than ufual, 
the Perfons. I folicited on this Head, al- 
ways exprefs’d a great deal of good Will 
for the Chevalier and his Intereft, and I 
believe were unfeignedly, and without 
Referve, defirous of every Thing that 
might Contribute to it; but they were 
not without their Difficulties on feveral 
Accounts, and I believe, in fome things. 
were not without their Jealoufies one of 
another: Again,[-oftea tound they were 
not fo fure of the Queen as they pretend- 
edto be ; and tho’ they took a Freedom, 
efpecially the Women, to talk ‘Things at a 
Diftance, which they really had on the 
Anvil of their own Management ; yet 
when it came to the Point, they had 
not ripen’d the Queen up to their 
Lengths, nor were they able to bring 
to pafs, what they had fancied was Baty, 
nay, even not infuch Things as they had 
pretended they could undertake for. 


Among the reft,] believe this was one, 

- and I dare fay, by what I perceiv’d after- 
wards, however honeft they thought the 
ii X 2 Project 
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Project of a Declaration, as above, was 
on the Side of the King of France, they 
could not entertain fuch a Notion of it 
on the Queen’s Side, as to venture to 
propofe it to her Majefty to Sign and Exe 
change it. 


To come off of this Difficulty, the 
next Letter I receiv’d about it, contain’d 
along Apology for a Medium in the Cafe, 
viz ‘That they would receive fuch a De- 
claratiou on the King’s Side; and the 
Queen might be told, that the King of 
France expected fo to be underftood in all 
the Conceffions he fhould make, and 
that he would hold himfelf to be no far- 
ther oblig’d, than as this Declaration 
fhould exprefs; and that her Majefty ha- 
ving been made to know beforehand,how 
the King underftood himfelf bound by 
the faid Treaty, and how not; it would 
be fufficient without Signing on her Part. 


But as they thought the Queen had 
coo much Refpect to the Integrity of 
her Way of Treating, to Sign fuch-an 
Article; fol affur’d them the King my 
Matter was too Religious an Obferver of 
his own Obligations by Treaty, whatever 
fcandalous Things they had faid in Eng- 
land, tothink himfelf difengag’d by any 

thing 
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thing, but her Majefty’s accepting pofl- 
tively of his Signing under the Expla- 
nations mention’d ; and that if the Che- 
_ valier was loft in the Nicety of this Dif- 
pute: I appeal’d to them, that it was at 
the Door of the People in Exgland, who 
call’d themfelves his Friends, and that 
we were not to be blam’d, whatever 
might be the Confequences. 


But the Difficulty was too great for 
them, and they were oblig’d to acknow- 
ledge, that it wasimpoffible for them to 
get over it: They importun’d me long, 
that the Declaration might however be 
made of our Side, and that it fhould 
be of Signification or of no Signification, 
as the King fhould pleafe, unlefs the 
Queen might be brought to accept it: 
_ But the offer was fo below the known 
Juftice of his Majefty, that I durft no 
more offer it on thofe Terms tothe King, 
than they durft offer the other to the 


Queen: Upon the whole, they defired. 


me tocompleat the Article, and fend it 
over, tho’ unfign’d, that they might 
have it ready to offer, if they found 
Room for it: This I could not refufe, 
but could never get them one Step fars 
ther than this, that they durft not move 
ic to the Queen. 

: How- 


; rer y 


aE Aa YE hi an EEN GIG: BEES 


SRE SE en OME GESTS 


aeeh See 


( 326 ) 


However it was our Opinion, as well 
as theirs, That the King having made 
fuch a Declaration of his Meaning in the 
faid Treaty, and that he would be un- 
derftood to be no otherways bound by 
the Treaty, than fhould confit with the 
faid Explanation; it was fufficient to Jus 
ftify his Majefty’s entring upon Mea- 
fures fuitable to the faid Explanati- 
on, when a proper Seafon fhould offer : 
But that. muft be left to be decided ano- 
ther way, if the Debate ever comes up- 
on the Stage. 
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